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rest content with the splendid recollections of our new 
foreign friend touching the Tuillieries, Vallomhrosa, 
Florence and the "Eternal City;" towers, temfrfes, 
kingdoms, and the glorious achievements of art aiid 
science, which crowded the auspicious realms through 
which be had roamed. The burning thirst which pos- 
sessed me to see those affecting scenes, was no ways 
allayed by studying the witchery of M. Stad*8 Italy, or 
the mystery of Mrs, RadcUfie'a Vd<rfpfao: I had no j 

other view of earthly bliss at that time, than to find ' 

myself on the '' lilied fields of France f and that the 
stem dominion of Napoleon made su<^ a consummation 
to be in some res^iects impossible, only added to the | 

intensity of boyish desire, already sufficiently exalted. 
The precious soil of the most christian kingdom, was 
not then to be trodden by every Englishman who might 
possess time and indination for that object, for in those 
days it was sud of Napoleon and his dominions, 

'< Frtnee Uke a Tarldah lianun, was dote tbot, 

Croaching thy nd and iron yoke beiicatb» 
And gloomy dongeoos were the hapless lot 

Of gaUant foes, heart hnsak, and nameless death. 
Apd patriot brcasta of Franee, deq^inding beaT'd, 

Apd moum'd hXv freedom's lily trodden down ; 
1111 unlTerssl mie thine eye oonoeiT'd, 

And pois'd tha fomnost swoop at England's erown. " 

The lapse of years, however, and tougher work than 
]daying at crickeit in ■ ■ > — college gtoden, somewhat 
dissipated the intoucating illusions of youth ; neverthe-*^ 
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less I have alwaya felt a predominaot deaiie to vUit 
foreign part^ and chiefly those oonaecraled by history 
wi civiliisation ; so that it was with a considerable feeU 
ing of hope/ and even exultation^ that I found Provi* 
dence had so actuated my aiSairs in the spring of -— — *« 
that it seemed not an improper step to gratify this 
early founded predilection. 

Haying been alone during the excursion^ I employed 
sometimes the spare evenings in noting down what had 
struck my fancy in the course of the day, in the stream 
of novelty which ran continually beliHe the eyes : and 
fgwuA oa returning to my native land that I had amassed 
a moderate cargo of first impressions^ which indeed 
forms the stock of the present sheets. It may be asked, 
where lies the use of recording those ephemeral images 
that pass through the mind on the sight of new things ; 
wUoh can contain little else than a false estimate con- 
cerning them, to be corrected by a mcnre minute inves- 
tigation, and .steadier inspection: second thoughts are 
best, we are accustomed to say, and there is danger in 
trusting to ^hose sudden conclusions^ which experience 
shews to prove on most occasions a fertile source of 
mistake and mischief. But perhaps it may be justly 
replied^ that the error lies more in giving to first im- 
pressions undue weight, while we exercise our judgment 
upon them, than in originally forming or promulgating 
thfm. And in as far as graphical effect is concemed> 
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I must be permitted to say, that both appear io have 
started fiom England with an irreroeable determtnadon 
to make dieir respeetive estimate of France bend to their 
own preconceived Tiews. The former is expert in the 
art of writing fromnewspaper practice : and his ** Visits'' 
are got up in a sbewy, sketchy style ; his work, how- 
ever, is energetic and sagacious, and contams much wise 
original thought. On the whole, his views are mOraf, 
but he seems to be too exdusively severe. Surdy the 
whole French character is not drowned in trifling, guilty 
amusement. His book may be a good one for the French 
to read, and amend themselves; tltough perhaps his 
miscdeuklions of French morals may justly exaq[ierate, 
and indispose their minds to receive the portion of ra- 
tional advice, which Mends itself in his pages. But 
whatever it may be for our *■* natural enemies,'' as the 
F^rendi are called, to study, I cannot but look upon it 
as a questionable treatise for an Eaglidhman to peruse, 
with a view to regulate his notions of France : as the 
natural iiyustioe and ferocity of the English towanis 
their neighboun really stands in no need of being sharp- 
ened. It is somewhat mortifying to think that the rii^t- 
ing of British views concerning this polished natioB, 
should be left to such authorities as Lady Morgan. — 
With regard to her ladyi^ip, she is of course one of her 
own heroines of romance, and of a genius more lefined 
than her rival Afr. Scott. Her style is florid, exuberant. 




and uomewhat the common' place nf novela 
Home lmp)>y onrn«rB vtt^ fall iijion delinealiom 
Mid character, in ttliit U i;rtat bc«utir of diction u bknd* 
ml with an ini|M)tiiiig ener^ry. )Iut hrr u|)c>l<i|i;ici fur Itu: 
Freudi aw all in a wtoiiK t'haiinH, nnd arc in trutli n<)- 
tliiii^ but barefacMl fixuusco for vitu? tlMdf. No inldllt- 
fi;i>nt Frenulinan, I will venlurc to iiuy, woutd u(tv|it 
Kucli a dcfrncc as tliia inliilel ludy has lust up fur hw 
coniitry. I am thervliffi^ oUliptd to atKrin that her work 
id iif (ianguroiu tvudeucy, iind appear* t» il<»ii;iiBl« « 
mind wblt^h cannot or will not (wnxivf,- tlio bonodiir)' 
whici) aupaiatM rigfat and wrong: amliiuppurtiopjnionH 
wliich, if pnt Kcnorally into real exerpiM by <u>y p«opk, 

I would quiclily disunite all tlic moral tiutt of Kutiety. 
Yot wbere she dedacps the priud|Htl pnrt of tlit- bUine 
of Ficncli error and crime fnmi the i»iililir«l utale »f 

i things there previous to the revolution, I hope 1 dIibII 
juA be ac<M»unlc<l nn ulMttor of rxdicatitira, when 1 Kub* 
itcrilie to many of her remarks u|>on that subject, | 
cnnniit aUo but think with her, in op[>oaition to Mr. 
ikatt, that French iKilitenesa is by no incajM hullow- 
griiuace, but Hows from nn unfeigned moral principle, 

I which atlds imnieiiMcly to the hapjuness of human Ufe. 
But I find that 1 am forestalling a subject, wliiih shtll 
become a inatt^'r of consideiatiim in ilH proper plucc : 

' md to hnvc dune with preliuiioary remark, 1 go on to 

L-itiW. thftt Uing w«l] divposed to excbfiogc w Swtdi 
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spring for on^ under more genial skies, I set off on Urn 
excvrsion pretty early in the year» and took my route 
f<Nr the British metropolis, by the stage coaches that 
pass through the central parts of England. And I hope 
my reader will not insist on our making one stride from 
the land of cakes' to Paris, but bear with me while I 
touch slightly on some matters that occupied my atten* 
tion in our native land. 

In proceeding through the south of Scotland, and 
north of England, a commercial gentleman travelled in 
the party, and a bold forward lady along with him, 
who addressed him as her brother, although it appeared 
singular that he should be a decided Englishman from 
his language, and that she should vociferate in broad 
Scotch. I do not enter upon further particulars, or de- 
tail the real situation of the parties : it would be at best 
a disagreeable task ; but it is part of my plan to state 
such things in this tour, as came under my own observa- 
tion, that mi^y prevent us from forgetting that our own 
country is also fertile in its own disgrace, and that prac- 
tices having a deleterious effect upon public manners, 
are not confined to other nations. 

Drawing fieurther to the south, a more agreeable moral 
oene presented itself. Having breakfasted at a certain 
place, where I was the only << inside," I found, on re- 
turning to the coach, that it was occupied by two fe- 
males. One was a milliner's apprentice, if I might judge 



fMA 4M-fe^ <fitag«r 1 tke other a yosng lady of tbour 
Mj^eaiv of ftff^, of a pleasitfg appearance. From tliid 
new oeiiipagAoa 4^ voyage, I received iranoai informa- 
tkAi'-Kspeeting tlio loctditiee of the country thnoogh 
lAieh^e were paemnf . In the intervalB I read to my- 
liiSffiNhn-a-FreRcbTeetaiBent and Malan'i Hymns. Some 
peo|)le he^e a*delightfel facility of elevating oon vena- 
tion on an indifferent subject, by linking it with its re*- 
flfMrnoii to eternity. They do not forbid the play of 
Amcy or the eoand of mirth-; but neither do they dam* 
airier the Blessed Name an intruder on their joys, ^r a 
jantingnotey as Cowper expresses it. Buch an attain^ 
dNmt ia worthy of being aimed at, but it ia one in wiiieh 
f ^d' ntyaelf l an wa nt a M y deficients Shame o# the eroaa 
Uai aft tiie" botlbaai and ia the prime obatade. lexpeiH 
codtf ttevei Ineleiay even after a atreanotta eombait witli' 
tUli bAse propeaaityy a peculiar QnakiUsinesa in getting 
posaeaaion of the tliread of reiigioua oon venation .-^^ 
%lng attracted however by the animation of my u€^ 
asiociate, and the penetration of her remarira, I Mi 
dtttfacooB -that the diacourae ahould take a more e^rioiw 
turn. This word ** serious/* ia not perhaps the moat 
apposite to vse, for a dissertation on whidb heAd, see 
MV. jAy'a sermona. I therefore conrmeneed in- a circuit- 
oua aort of way, aoHciting to know who waa Biahopof 
the' diocese, who the neigfalK>uring rectors, their charac- 
acier, wfiat kind i^ preachers they were, and so forth. 
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Finding from the edge and bearing of b^ replies, that 
she was not unaquainted with the distinctiop between 
what is termed evangelical preaching and the other, but 
that she seemed to admit and approve, of a marked ^- 
paration between the two ; I grew bolder, and talked 
of certain controversies that at present agitated the rer 
ligious public in Scotland, namely, the questipns upon 
the subjects of prophecy, and of assurance being a ne^es* 
sary concomitant of faith. From her answers I inferred 
that these topics were not so generally discussed in the 
north of England, as with us ; for my new acquaintance, 
though by no means uninformed upon these points, did 
not seem to have heai^d of them as controverted matteiji* 
But with regard to the import of the millennial prOphe* 
cies, she drew a very small bible. from her podtet. I 
confess I was struck at thia action ; il was the first time 
that it had been my good fortune to have seen the sa- 
cred volume exhibited in a stage coach, and referred to 
as the supreme authority on any subject of conversation. 
She turned up the 20th chapter of Revelations, and 
stated her views with precision, and with the appearance 
of ardent aspiration after the accomplishment of the 
blissful events there foretold* It was impossible after 
this not to augur well at least of her spiritual state ; the 
very sluices of confidence were opened, and a fervent 
conference of some hours followed, at which I wondered 
at my own loquacity ; and during which, my livdy and 
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engaging fellow traveller spake of the asauraiice of tlie \ 
favour of heaven as a fruit and »ec|uencc of faith ; it> ] 
aatiire, the obstacles to it, and the desirableness of it* 
attainment. It was a matter of astonish ni<;nt with me 
to hear the same opinions confessed and upheld, as are 
said to be the exclusive property of " Assurance Chrifl- 
tSans" in Scotland, by one who had never su much As | 
heard of the namea of the most renowned among themi \ 
On the whole it was not a little gratifying to meet in I 
this casual way, a young person, not without many at- I 
tractions that might attach her exclusively to the world, 1 
hut with her mind, to all likelihood, established upon | 
the basis of eternity. I asked if she were a Wesleyan 
Methodist ; but she declared herself to be of the church ' 
of England ; yet alleged it as undoubted, that of all 
classes of the inhabitants of South Britain, the Method- 
ists were superior in settitifi; their affections on thing! 
above, in renouncing self and its dependencies : and 
among this despised sect were many who experimentally \ 
eryoyed that unspeakable peace of mind which results 
from having every care, small or great, incident to hu- 
manity, made over and charged upon the Rock of AG;es, | 
who is well pleased to sustain all the burdens of those 
that venture their trust upon him. Like most other 1 
Scottish Calvinists, 1 had once, as I now suppose, erred 
in a sweeping condemnation of the followers of the great 
Wesley ; bat personal contact with some worthies of . 
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that dass^ have set my conclusions perhaps more to 
rights upon iiuB subject. I was therefore not unpre- 
pared to acquiesce in the above favourable sentiment, 
or rather it did not shock me, as it would some excellent 
Presbyterians thai I could name. Pertii^ the scorn of 
die profane, to which the Wesleyans are suli^cted on 
the one hand, and the contempt of spiritually and in- 
tellectually pro«d Calvinists, which it is their lot to 
incur upon the other, has fixed thi» class of christians 
in a state the most fcvouraUe for piety of any under 
the sun ; where they remain free, in a measure, not 
only from the intoxication of sense^ but from the per- 
haps more fatal influence of high intellectHal arrogance, 
and the dangerous possession of admirable doctrinal 
knowledge, without a corresponding im|Mt>vement of 
the heart. I shall close this digression with a hymn of 
M. Malan's, which formed a part of the above discus- 
sion : — 

CANTIQUE VI. 

Qatlle Mt an del Mttt brfilante etoile 
Vera Torient Jetant im fea DMiveaa ? 

Jamais encore aucon astre aiusi beau 
Des Bombres nuito n*ayoU perce le yoile. 

Vers Ephrata} dans la saSnte Judee* 

Elle a port^ see celestes loeurs, 
Elle f eenduit les Trais aderateurs 

De qui la foi siir ]• Cbxist est tedee. 
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lU Mt troa?6 k btroMa du Mtttle, 
Daot Qn« craelM, un hnUni ifoore, 

Dort hamblemeDt d« patret entomb t 
C'Mt \k Jmoi, I« Prince d«U Tir 

Bougli de lat» Tain et superbf monde : 
D* EmaDnael meoonnols la b«aut6 : 

CW dans TcKeM, d« eetto humility 
Que MO amourf po«ur bou peehaortf abondet 

Lois drnit not oMurt, EtalU matlnUre 
Repands ■or noM la Inanlert 4m oleas. 

Frecedt nou8> au ohamin glorUaz 
Que la Seigneur a tenu ear la terre. 

Tramlation. 

O what tofk beam ii this io fair. 
In eastern heavens new and bright ; 

Never so beautiful a star 
Piero*d tba sombrous veU of night. 

Behold her beckon and allurey 

And point to Bethlem*s sainted wall, 

Ottiding the faithful watchers sure, 
That wait the hope of IsraeL 

They found him ; to his leafy bed 

With agiuted love they stept ; 
Where swaddled mean, rude swains amidi 

The King of glory softly slept 

His chaste and holy beauties name. 
Reddens the world with bitter blush ; 

But where he stoops to woe and shame, 
The full streams of bis kindneiB gush. 

B 
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Lumine our breast, bright dawn of faith, 
Let morning's light aroond us glow : 

Precede us on that artless path. 
The God Man glorified below. 

On coming in somewhere to dinner in one of the 
centre counties, I was not ill pleased to find a talkative, 
well intentioned sort of man haranguing the company 
ahout Mr. Owen*8 plans, deprecating the absence of 
religious motive in them/ but affirming that he put 
many Christians to shame with benevoleuce. It is 
pleasant on a journey to recognise any trace of pious 
reflection ; but this is the last that I remember to have 
lighted upon till I arrived at London. 

In England, Wales, and Ireland, it is common for 
the younger branches of the population to run after the 
carriages of travellers for the purpose of handing in 
nosegays ; to tumble also, and play antics for money, 
and on the whole, fairly to enter upon the roll of men- 
dicity. This is not frequent in North Britain ; indeed 
J cannot charge my memory with having seen it prac- 
tised north of the Tweed. I hope our peasantry would 

consider such conduct as having a degrading tendency, 
and keep out of it as long as they can ; although I am 
in terror about the generation of all such modes and 
propensities, by the continued prevalence of compul- 
sory assessments for the poor, notwithstanding all that 
Pr. Chalmers has both said and done upon the subject. 
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While ascemling a hill, a squinting urchin, a litllt^ hoy 
in girl's clotbea, cried out to soniehoily on the top of 
the coach in the Lancashire ilialvct, tliat if lie would 
" gie him a haui^nny, he would both prclchc iind 
Heeng ;" hut an his demand was not coro[ilied with, I 
did not sec the result. 

When we arrived at the Inn, somewhere in 

the eveniiiji:, no ■>■>£ *^*^ relate the confuHion ami Un-- 
■omenesn ot'lliia caravanscra, anil itu congeries of maiU 
coach wayfaring folks. Tongue cannot tell the trouhleti 
incident to our getting the luggage first out of the coach, 
then into the lobby, and lastly up stairs : nor the dilti- 
Gulties which detained tea and mulRns for an hour in 
travelling from the lower regions. Many a one has ob- 
tained a seat in parliament with less personal ado, than 
ad in procuring a bed that night : for the principal 
chambermaid seemed to be in a most crabbed, and 
even ferocious temper, and I was glad at last to escape 
Up stairs to bed-roura, number something, within No. 
■oracthing else, out of ihc tyrannical maiden's tongue, 
who was rating the waiters severely, and explaining to 
tier master that bo and so was not chambermaid's duly ; 
ta for her she shan't do so and so ; those that hud a 
right to do such and such things might do them when 
they chose, &c, Sec. Such stormy altercations |)ervad- 
ing the common life of the British isles, made me, u|>un 
arriving at the Continenti the more to admire the a 
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perior cultivation of our oourteons neighbours across the 
channel : and it seems as it were morally impossible 
that the rudeness of an English mail-coach station, 
QOu\d ever have place in the polished realm of France. 
Travel ten miles in almost any part of it^ and you 
have seen every inch of England. Rich green fields, 
exuberance of wood, tM high trees, and cottages clad 
with roses. I never know the difference of one place 
in that country from another. There is scarcely what 
we Soots would call ** a keni^)eckle station" in all 
South Britain : that is, a mansion, a height, a reach of 
lake or river, that is unique, and is instancy felt by 
its deep features, and characteristic impress^ as distinct 
from every other in the Empire. The soft beauties of 
Cruikston in Renfrewshire, can never be mistaken by 
the traveller for the fiK>wning terrors of Castle Camp- 
bell : nor the dieerfiil aspect of the Gare-lodi, for the 
solitary wilds of Kenlochleven, in whose awfiil retreats 
the outlaw Alan Breck, sheltered himself after having 
shot Campbell of Glenure in the wood of Appin. No- 
thing flattens and depresses me like journeying over a 
plain monotonous level. The want of the charming 
variation of scene^ the mountain of unwonted form, 
seems to a Scotsman like the loss of all. Perhaps it 
will be thought affectation ot weakness, when I confess 
that much as I admire cultivated scenery, I am ever 
oppressed in travelling through England, with sensa- 




17 

tioiiB of dejection and gloom, which 1 find difficult to 
throw off. I Bm continually inclined to excle 
nally, " O that I could but enjoy for one quarter of an 
hour, the azure sky reflected from the surface of «ome 
lake 1 or just get up to a hill toj), to breathe heaven's 
breeaie out of the horrible ennui of these endless trees, 
and (lerpetual hay crops !" But even from the heights 
ul' Harrow or Itichmoiid, the dead green gloom of the 
surrounding world of wood and plain, is appalling to 
ihe spirits, compared with the serene but animating 
delights of the vast and verdant mountain side, slop- 
ing upwards to the placid sky ; fringed towards the 
base with oaken and birchen copses, and all sparkling 
with the rays of the setting sun. Nevertlieless 1 may 
well suspect that this shrlnkiiic; from the beauties of 
England must be owing to sonic phyncal jierversion in 
my own system, as tbat land cannot fail to be of pre- 
eminent loveliness, whose features Cowper and Thom- 
son both appreciated and sang. Leaving this to be 
settled at the pleasure, or the experience of the reader, 
I proceed to draw near to the metropolis, as I do not re- 
member being struck witli any thing else, except with 
the country north of Birmingham, which might in one 
place be designated, the region of the ten thousand 
furnaces ; which has a forlorn look of desolation and 
wretchedness in day light, but at night must no doubt 
assume an aspect of great conflagrant magnificence. 
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The aecommodatioiiB of public travelling hencey aU 
the way to London, are, I presume, the best in Europe* 
The horses aoe like those elsewhere used in the equi- 
page of the gentry ; they paw the ground ; and when 
the ostler, at a signal, lets go the curbs of the leaders, 
and withdraws from their front, the whole four in hand 
bound off like so many greyhounds. From the short*'- 
ness of the stages, the concern is enabled to do ten and 
twelve miles an hour ; — a most extraordinary speed to 
be kept up for hundreds of miles. But every tiling is 
sacrificed to despatch : and I hazard the opinion, that 
other ten minutes might with propriety be added to the 
twenty minute breakfast. 

In approaching the great city, the coach, which had 
previously contained mercantile men concerned in the 
mighty manufactures of Manchester and Birmingham, 
now began to be fiUed with characters whose profesr 
sional stamp was not so obvious : and some of whom 
might be any thing in the way of occupation, or per- 
haps nothing at all. Lawyers, military men by land or 
water, gentlemanly looking people belonging to the 
government ofiices, and so forth. The conversation 
became, if I may use the expression, ** townified f to 
understand which, it is necessary to remember that 
topics of general interest are considerably multiplied in 
London, as compared with the provinces. Public con- 
versation in the country runs on the politics of the day. 



I the weather ai it atTectR Iho trops, or tlio arriviil i<f 
I veNHels, if we are near a >ea-))(irl ; jHipulur t']iT(|;j'me:i, 
Hketelies, sueh as Ihc^ are, of alixtract jwlitkal eeo- 
nonij>, conatitutional law and agriculture. In addition, , 
however, to thcic, the Ixindonrrn pt}anv»» a divcriitj' of 
pointi of ciTOmnn iinporfaiiee ; iiuch as tnor»rl« of pri- 
vate history of the King, rojal ilukca, unil nobility ; 
rencounters uf chief lawyen, or |>enH>nul Jitux pal of 
oratori in the Houwe of Coromons ; the bent ainger at 
the opera, or the new (-Uiwn at the amphitheatre, ii to 
be applauded ; and the fancy furnJiiheB much eager dii- 
cussion. The hihubitanis of the metriipniis are, no 
dotdit, interested ubout Grecian emancipation from Ma- 
hommedaii thraldom ; but they are fully an much con- 
cerned in ascertaining whether Captain ■ is to he 

at the next dinner to be given to the High Admiral, or 

whether Duchexa S »hall Ik admitted (o the 

4Diuing drawing rcxmi. 

In London, the people lia^'e an air of dexterily in 
•very thing they go about. The buHineiia of lile is dc- 
■patched adroitly, with precision, with as many words 
M are ueceasary ; no more. In shopH, hankti, codec- 
houses, and hotels, quick performance of aAaim \h all 
the mode. Tlicre is little haggling or hesitation, or 
taking five minutea where less thnn half a one will 
•erve. A strangur, on his fint arrival in this city, 
•tunned with the continuous inexorable din of every 
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species of vehicle ; dizzy with the velocity of the mo- 
tion of the streets ; confused with the never-ending 
tumult ; overborne with the riot of wheels^ and the 
energy of multitudes ; views with astonishment the un- 
disturbed mechanism with which every one in London 
appears to ply his task : and he despairs of ever reach- 
ing such dispassionate perfection. Conversation here, 
though not deep, is diversified and self-possessed. It 
is sententious, unlingering : the subject is well handled ; 
the mind seems to bring up a selection of words for 
immediate service, all effective. A man from the coun- 
try discovers himself to be a small person indeed amid 
such a congregation of excellence : where he is sur- 
passed by thousands and tens of thousands in every 
quality and accomplishment for which he was wont to 
give himself credit. Is he vain of his riches, capacity, 
figure^ knowledge? at every comer he meets with throngs 
that excel him in all these particulars ; and what is 
worse, who never heard of him, his connections, or re- 
sidence, and will live all their lives careless about such 
information. But in order that my country reader may 
understand what a privilege it is to see London, I shall 
make free with an admirable sketch of Mrs. H. More's 
upon this subject, as follows : — 

<' It must be confessed, however, for giving a terse- 
ness and polish to conversation ; for rubbing out pre- 
judices ; for correcting egotism ; for keeping self-im- 
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portance out of sight, if not curing it ; for bringing a 
man to condense what he has to say, if he intends to 
be listened to ; for accustoming him to endure opposi- 
tion ; for teaching him not to thinic every man who 
differs from him in matters of taste, a fool, and in 
politics, a knave ; for cutting down harangues ; for 
guarding him from producing, as novelties and inven- 
tions, what has been said a thousand times ; for quick- 
ness of allusion, which brings the idea before you without 
detail or quotation ; nothing is equal to the miscellane- 
ous society of London.'' 

But who shall dare to offer a full account of this 
grand conglomeration of commerce, church, physic, law, 
government, modes and manners ? As for me, I shall 
only attempt to hint at that fractional millionth portion 
that met my own view ; for London is of itself a world. 
Having been in this metropolis before, the sight of her 
magnificent river, bridges, and navies, was not new ; 
nor the pourings of her population, nor the vast extent 
of the territories of her streets. Some things here aiv 
mean, some are noble ; some of a character degraded 
and vile ; others beautiful, rational, and interesting : 
but where shall we choose, amid a variety which is 
neariy endless ? In Pall-mall, Bond-street, and the fa- 
shionable parts of the town, are to be admired the most 
superb coroneted equipages, driving like fury by fifties 
and hundreds in every direction ; noble chevaliers, and 
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horses in numbers without number ; handsome men and 
ornamented females " thick as autumnal leaves in Val- 
lombrosa." The sight is truly animating, and presents 
such a picture of the riches, comfort and power of Eng- 
land, as is said to be unparalleled in any other city of 
the globe. Indeed, without witnessing it, it is not easy 
for a Provincial to form an image of the splendours of 
metropolitan scenery. Shops of every ware in ceaseless 
succession and profusion, tastefully arranged and deco- 
rated, saturated with opulence and show. Whole squa- 
drons of men in livery, and other appendages upon the 
great places, persons and things, that one has heard of 
with interest all their life, now for the first time brought 
close to the eye ; societies, institutions, abodes of mighty 
men and princes, exhibitions, ornaments.— But I de- 
sist, lest I become entangled in an inextricable labyrinth. 
Seen in some of its best aspects, London must be ad- 
mitted, on sober consideration, to contain much to re- 
spect and love ; but it is after all, in its most auspicious 
phases, but a fairy scene to the passing stranger, soon 
to flit away — having no power in itself to withdmw the 
stings of sin from the soul. And it does not seem want 
of charity to be deeply apprehensive for the fate of this 
great city in the day of final doom, in such a way as the 
contemplation thereof might affect the understanding 
with uncontrollable sadness, and the heart with bitter 
weeping. ** O that they were wise, that they un- 
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derstood this, that they would consider their latter 

end !" 

The following lines were intended to mark what might 
be supposed the feelings of a Citisen, on his first day 
of country quarters : — 

iESTAS REDIVIVA. 

O Riu 1 qmodo te aqilcUm.— Bor. 

Thx loUeii iky of March it darky 

His withering breath is chill. 
And the dry east, like adder'* tooth, 

Fieroee on dale and hill. 

Bat genial aire and waTeeof pink 

Gladden warm April's ekiee. 
That like the peacock*! l)ut*roai plume 

Glow with heaven-mingled dyee.* 

The spade unbinds the earth between 

Bushes of newest green ; 
And vernal labour stirs along 

The healthy, fragrant scene. 

Now 'tis refreshing to forsake 

The irksome lane and street : 
From feTcrish tumult and fatigue 

To sound a safe retreat. 

Blithely we quit the sultry town, 

Our course to landward steer : 
With bag and baggage in our Tan, 

No less than in our rear. 



«**LetM«rchcnminwi*ansdder*ibesd, end guag out wi* a pesoock*i UIL— 
SeotiSaw, 
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Bedfteadi apd bondkty stools and stonds, 

Blanket and bed of feather : 
Fender and fire-irons, kettle, tray, 

All lumbering close together. 

With loaded carts, and loaded hands. 

In merry guise we wind us : 
£nraptur*d see the city's smoke 

At distance far behind us. 

With summer thoughts, and mind intent, 

We seek the rural glen, 
And pitch our country camp amid 

Thy beauties wild, Lochen ! 

The suQ may set in western pride 

On lonely Castle- Nore, 
Where his ray dwells in gentle wayes 

That rippie to the shore. 

But softer fades the ling*ring Ught, 

And warmer glows the west ; 
As on this wild sequester*d spot 

We first take up our rest. 

The milk-maid sings. And though the shades 

Of night-fall round .us close : 
So sweet the air, we scarce endure 

To lodge us, or repose.— 

We rise at day-break, to explore 

And roam each rustic path ; 
Exulting in the orient sun, 

And morning's balmy breath. 

Two moun t ain streama here meet^ where plays 
Fearless the springing trout, 
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ADd follow to tbe dark Mae frith 
MeaDd'ring maxe tbroogfaoot. 

Each lapsed down a hidden glen, 
WhoM spacious bounds tuqirise : 

Where wood, and rock, and waterfldl, 
Charm our unwearied eyes. 

The oak stands thick, with 8caliop*d leaf; 

The ash of mHder mien, 
UmbrBfeous,* o*er the pebbly banks 

Prolongs her placid reign. 

Cool are the mossy rooks, oonceai'd 
Beneath the noon-day shade : 

In secret^ where the blue-bell hangs 
Graceful, her drooping head; 

But oft the forest opens out, 

And on the banks Is diown 
A grassy plat, where gowant ope 

Their bosoms to the sun. 

This ruin'd fortaAlce if Where now 

The generations past ? 
That all the warmth and Joys of home 

ProT*d in its roofless waste. 

Within its loop-holes* green retreat, 

Witches are feign*d to peep 

At that grey hour, before the sun 
Rouses from sleth and sleep* 

Here blackberries, of the myrtle leaf. 
With dark, and tempting fruit. 



• And uh for iprasding her mahrfsom vm^^Tatk, 
t Andtntly a tmall place of itrcngth, the rettdenoe of one of ths lener baraoa. 
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Garniih tbe JottiDf erag^, and spread 
Along ita lichen'd foot. 

And roMs wild of odour sweet. 

Profuse in paley red. 
With artless coronet superb, 

Enrich its hoary head. 

Where sits and sings the shepherd boy 
Plaiting his rush-wove toys ; 

While OTory breath, and pulse of spring, 
His taintless sense enjoys. 

And though our scenes, in distance safe» 
Are free from din nnd stress ; 

And heathy wilds stretch fiur away 
Like Kedar's wilderness. 

Our glens remote from ceaseless jar 

Of trade, do not in haste 
Reproach with duiness, and the gloom 

Of Afric's middle waste. 

Among the woods the wanton breeze. 
The soft discoursing stream : 

The noisy linn, the hum of bees 
Throng*d in the sunny beam« 

The buzz of fly, the tune of lark. 

The low of grazing herds : 
The distant watch-dog's faithful bark, 

The heayen-taught song of birds. 

The muirfowl's clamour, heard remote 

Sportive amid the heather. 
The partridge's soft tinkling note 

Must'ring her young together, 
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Fall gentle, on 4he peftiant'e ear 

With more than miisio*a charm, 
Lure onr kind wishes, and endear 

Scenes, long unscath'd with harm. 

Before leaving England I was desirous of waiting upon 
an old benevolent friend, a lady of high rank in the 
literary world, who resides in the neighbourhood of 
London. Among other small embassies, I was entrusted 
with rather a peculiar one : to disclose to her an extra* 
ordinary history, which had occurred in a certain place 
in North Britain. This office could not have fallen upon 
a worse agent than myself; and it was as well that I 
had no fit opportunity of attempting its performance. 
One forenoon, therefore, after having procured my pass- 
port from the French ambassador's at Portland Place, 

I set out to visit Mrs. at . Stopping a 

few moments in a small crowd to see a lady enter her 
carriage, decked in very lofty feathers, for the purpose 
of going to the drawing-room, I then walked out towards 

the country, in the direction of Mrs. • *s residence; 

and upon this occasion was provoked to make the fol* 
lowing remark : — Although a Scots boy of ten years of 
age can generally give an accurate direction to any place 
within five miles, yet it is in vain to look for this attain- 
ment among the rising generation in the south. By the 
time a lad there reaches manhood, his mind being some- 
what expanded and strengthened, he may be competent 
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to afford a certain Indited portion of information of that 
sort. This may appear a caustic remark ; and I pre- 
sume I have been led to it by the stupidity of a little 
fellow I met with, near Regent Park, by whose instruc- 
tions I deviated nearly three miles out of my way. As 
I proceeded, meditation on the great Babel forced itself 
upon me. The fact is, nothing is such a trial to me as 
London ; it subdues and annihilates me. I feel as if 
driven down, trampled and pressed to less than nothing. 
My* spirits beoome aj^palled at the very sight of the rest- 
less multitudes, who seem to regard every thing but 
their own concerns with a heartiess cruel apathy. This, 
to be sure, is all nonsense ; but it is a sensation I feel 
idways a difficulty in throwing off for the first week of 
the metrepotis. Here no one bids you God speed : if 
you ask a question of any on the street, you are probably 
supposed to be a sharper ; and with a short answ^, or 
none at all, are got rudely dismissed as soon as possible. 
Here no nrighbour salutes the stranger, nor kindly host 
shakes him by the hand. Not a mortal cares a farthing 
for him. If he were ridden over and crushed to a jelly 
among the ten thousand wheels that wear the streets, 
he would be carried into the Cock, or the Bald-faced 
Stag, and thence thrust under ground without a sigh : 
Im folks^ might never hear of the circumstance, but for 
a nunidpal regulation, the coroner's inquest, in conse- 
quence of which the subject would perhaps make an 
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item in some morning; pftper. But after all, I must con- 
fess that such morbid feelings indicate a state of mind 
too much dependent upon the smile of a transitory 
world. We are promised strong consolation, if we set 
our affections on Him who will receive and protect his 
creature, irrespective of all outward considerations. Yea, 
in spite of ingratitude, disaffection, and rebellion, He 
says, ** Commit thy ways unto God, and he will give 
thee the desires of thy heart ; and will strengthen with 
all might, according to his glorious power.** The gos- 
pel glad tidings is a cure, therefore, for all the ills that 
befal mankind, whether great or small. — After travers- 
ing part of Regent's Park, and picking a path through 

muddy fields, I gained the heights of , and found 

Mrs. not at home ; whereby, and with my su- 
pernumerary travels above noted, I was so vexed and 
thirsty, that I stepped into the first auberge in my way, 
and partook of some refreshment, which put me into 

MUch good-humour, that I thought the walk to , 

its extensive views, and shady windings, the most agree- 
able I had seen since I left the north country : and so 
straying some miles farther, I regained the hospitable 
mansion, which had been my head-quarters in these 
parts. I afterwards, however, paid more than one visit 
to the lady above noted ; and having, in the press of 

other conversation, no fit opening for the story with 

C • 
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which I had been entrusted* I now take leave to give 
it to the reader. 

STORY OF Mr. CLEMENT LESLIE. 

A visitor hi^pening one day to he shown into a back 
room oi an M lady's house, who dwelt in a certain 
town of North Britain, his attention was caught by a 
portrait in oil colours, of a young gentleman dressed in 
the costume of the middle of the last century; with 
dark eyes, auburn hair, and altogether possessing an 
engaging i^pearance. This picture was one, it seems, 
which the lady of the house regarded with peculiar 
consideration. It was a likeness of her maternal uncle, 
Mr. Leslie, who died under middle age, and whose life 
and death were attended with circumstances rather out 
of the common order. The visitor having requested 
from his elderly friend a short account of this history, 
she informed him, that many years ago, her father, who 
was then provost of the burgh, dn coming home one 
day to dinner, thus addressed two young ladies whom 
he found in his dining-parlour : '* Set your caps, misses 
— ^set your caps ; for the young minister of Kirkavon is 
coming to dine with us to-day, and some one of you two 
must try to catch him.*' 

The fair demoiselles, to whom this enlivening note of 

preparation was addressed, were not Mr. 's oun 

daughters ; for these were as yet mere children. One 
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of them was Beatrice Hume, a young; woman of a 
thoughtful cast of feature, without pretensions to beauty, 
although the fortune she possessed was no doubt a con- 
siderable charm. The other was a young West Indian 
consignment of the provost*s, who had been at home for 
her education, which was now finished ; of a lively and 
delightful air and manner, partaking of all the anima- 
tion of her countrywomen, and beautiful like an angel. 
As there existed no means of guaging the thoughts that 
passed through the minds of these young spinsters upon 
this occasion, the world must remain ignorant of the 
sensations which were created in their youthful imagi- 
nations, probably buoyant with hope, and seeing all 
things to come in the serene of fair weather expectancy. 
Whether their spirits might be gently stirred with curi- 
osity, or somewhat inflamed with anticipation of admi- 
ration and victory ; or whether the chief magistrate's 
annunciation fell unheeded on listless and indifferent 
ears, is not told ; but this is certain, that when the 
clergyman of Kirkavon entered the drawing-room befort 
dinner, he then and there, for the first time, lifited his 
eyes upon these two daughters of human race, who were 
successively to become the wedded partners of his future 
happiness or misery. 

A tale of courtship is not intended here, although 
perhaps it might relieve a narrative of little else than 
woe, by a transient pause upon those delightful ele- 
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ments of human life ; where the grim misery of the 
evening of days has sometimes been preceded by a 
halcyon forenoon of sunshine and calm. If it were any 
excitement to attempt the delineation of the rise and 
progress of a love affair, perhaps the character of the 
unfortunate Francis Lockhart might offer a temptation 
not easily resbted ; for he was young, susceptible, and 
of a nature alive to the most permanent feelings that 
can either gently agitate, or durably sway the human 
mind : and a constitutional disregard to the counsel of 
others, rendered him an apt subject for being carried 
away by the stormy circumstances of his fate. 

It was not difficult, even for an indifferent spectator, 
to perceive that, all unconscious as he was, the young 
West Indian was, after a few such visits, to take the 
possession of his mind. He soon began, after dinner, 
to experience a wasty blank when the dining-room door 
closed on the beautiful phantom, as the female party 
withdrew ; and the distant notes of the harpsichord, 
touched by her fair hand, exasperated his tedium at the 
long story of his host that chained him to the table, 
for what he considered an inordinate length of time. 
When he paced too, his five miles home down the glen, 
the shape, voice, and delightsome features of his con-> 
queror — ^intoxicating and sweetening his day dream of 
bliss — made him almost believe he saw the heavenly 
apparition among the western beams of the sun^ as he 
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gloriously set over the Atlantic peaks. These were the 
preludes to the final enthralment of his heart: and 
wheu^ after the lapse of some time, he felt a growing 
magic overcome him, and the proofs became more preg- 
nant every day — when, on sitting down to read, he be- 
held neither paper nor print, — but the expressive visage 
of the charmer ; and on attempting to write, he heard 
the soft hum of her voice ; and falling into a reverie, 
found that a long space had elapsed, his subject un- 
commeuced, and his paper yet a carte blanche: and 
more especially when, in setting out for the purpose of 
visiting his parochial poor, he found himself unwittingly 
some miles distant from the scene of his clerical labours, 
in sight of Provost ■ -*» mansion, that contained 

his own elysium : it was then that he began seriously 
to make his external calculations, to reckon his course, 
and to find that, in the ocean of passion, he was irre- 
trievably lost. 

Although it is usual in romances to have a series of 
barriers and impediments to the grand consummation, 
yet in this history, which is no romance, it does not 
appear that any obstacle intervened, and Mr. Lockhart 
and the object of his affection were soon united in ma- 
trimony. 

In this state, for the short time it lasted, he eiyoyed 
uninterrupted earthly felicity : his wife proved much of 
what he expected her to be ; and although his passion 
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might be softened fi!om its original ardour, yet he wds 
still much in love with his West Indian treasure ; the 
moments were sweet, and fled swiftly. We may just 
add, that the birth of a daughter promoted their connu-^ 
bial happiness ; and then pass on to another part of the 
narrative. 

We set out with some remarks on Mr. Clement Leslie, 
and it might have been concluded that he was to be the 
hero of the piece. However that may be, his character 
was of a different mark from that of the secluded and 
devoted Lockhart : he was gay and good tempered, in- 
offensive and careless ; and, though apparently unequal 
to much serious excitement, it turned out that he was 
not incapable of a deep and steadfast attachment. To 
the surprise of many, the object of this regard was the 
calm and thoughtful Beatrice Hume, of whom mention 
has already been made ; and though no decided engage- 
ment had taken place, it was understood between the 
parties that they were to live for one another alone. 
At this stage of matters, the affairs of Mr. Leslie made 
it necessary that he should for some time leave his 
native shores to betake himself to Virginia in North 
America : and thb idol of old and young, forsook the 
embraces of his friends, and the good wishes of all, for 
the western world ; leaving Beatrice in a state of com- 
parative widowhood, but calmly resolved to wait the 
issue with patience. Clement Leslie's habits and mode 
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of life, were not of a stamp to retrieve affairs that had 
fallen behind ; and after some stay abroad, he did not 
mend his fortune. A mode of living also, then too much 
in vogue, not allied to temperance, induced considerable 
difficulties upon a constitution naturally delicate, though 
buoyed up by elasticity of natural spirits. After some 
time he returned to his native land, broken in health 
and estate ; and although his natural gaiety did not 
forsake him, yet a sense of duty prevented him from 
offering to bring his views with regard to Miss Hume 
to a conclusion : and though nothing formal was said 
on either hand, it was supposed that matters were sus- 
pended, or rather, amicably infringed on both sides ; 
but where love has once taken possession of some minds, 
it requires more force than the world is aware of to 
rend the band asunder. 

It was about this period of the history that the hap- 
piness of the Reverend Francis Lockhart was, as to this 
world, finally annulled and broken up, by the sudden 
death of her he held dearest. And the violence of 
his grief on this occasion was not marked as greater 
than that of other husbands in similar situations ; but 
the inveterate durability of a deep and awful sorrow 
was what characterized his mourning as of a different 
species from what it is the ordinary custom of mortals 
to practise. Although therefore with him, the stem 
and orderly duties of life and of his profession were 
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not suspended, yet as far as all pleasurable avocatiowi 
were concerned, his mind seemed to have done with 
them for ever, as having nothing in common with the 
nature of his ever rankling and secretly deplored caia'- 
mity. In this state of bitterness he continued for years, 
until severe misfortune, originating in a neglect of hi» 
personal affairs, and the calls of duty in the nurtnve 
and education of his child, awoke him, as from a dream, 
to the necessity of some attention to domestic oonccims. 
After much deliberation and change, and <^n repelling 
the subject from his thoughts, and as often having it 
forced back upon him by a concurrence of unpleasant 
circumstances; he seemed to come to the resolution 
that justice to himself and to his daughter, bade him 
enter once more into that state, which is honouraUe in 
all, but from which his mind neither expected nor de* 
sired any internal consolation. These considerations, 
reiterated on his judgment, determined him upon the 
abstract question of matrimony ; and, from the esteem 
of his late wife for Miss Hume, and his personal know- 
ledge of her worth, it seemed as if there was no other 
person to whom such a description of aj^lication ought 
to be made ; and accordingly, in the way a man me* 
chanically goes forward to an undertaking fiilly resolved' 
upon, his addresses were paid in set form to the object 
of his intellectual choice. Considering, however, the 
state of this lady*8 affections, it will not be .surprising 
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^at the overtures of the clergyman were declined, as 
of a nature which was beyond all possibility ever to be 
thought upon. But it is one thing to be rejected, aud 
another to desist from an object of pursuit ; and the 
mind of Lockhart was of too tenacious »and hardy a 
structure to swerve easily from a purpose, to which, in 
his view, the call of a resistless duty summoned him : 
and after some time, it looked like as if the fixed re- 
solutions of Beatrice Hume were beginning to give way, 
and she listened with less disinclination to proposals 
which, erewhile, had filled her with sensations of re- 
pugnance and horror. What may have passed, in the 
course of these proceedings, between her and Mr. Leslie, 
or whether any thing whatever had occurred, remained 
unknown to their friends. But the steadfast and unde- 
viating attentions of the clergyman went forward ; and 
it was not long before it was currently reported that 
this was to be a match. When matters had arrived at 
this pitch, it was not unnatural for the intimates of Mr. 
Leslie to turn towards him with some solicitude, with a 
view to ascertain what effect this change of circum- 
stances, on a point confessedly delicate, might have 
upon him. But there was nothing in his manner that 
led to any other conclusion, than that the marriage of 
his old friend proceeded, with his unaffected approba- 
tion. Indeed there seemed an unusual hilarity in his 
conversation upon the subject ; and the wonder of the 
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of the wedding day ; when Mr. Leslie was observed with 
aU his dbaracteristic enthusiasm to assist in various de*- 
partments of the festival : and particularly in the immi* 
vivial adjustments of the marriage feast ; in those days 
a matter of gveat moment and preparation. TbtMi to 
all appearance did he resign for ever his first Wve to 
the arms of another ; and accordin^y in due form, 
agreeably to the rules of the church, were the hands 
and fates of the bridegroom and his bride irrecoverably 
united, but not their hearts. 

Afiter the first novelty of matrimony was ov^^ Mrk 
Lockhart found herself mistress of the house of her hus- 
band, with all the authority necessary for the perfcom- 
ance of the duties of her situation, but she did not find 
herself mistress of his affections. He still k^t the 
apartments 'of his first wife religiously closed ; the key 
was entrusted to no one ; no servant was permitted to 
intrude upon any pretence whatever upon the beloved 
retreat ; none but himself visited those silent and con- 
secrated walls : but it was understood that every piece 
of furniture, and every relic of his departed eonaort, 
was austerely preserved in the same situation as when 
she left them ; her drawers and jewels ; the hangings of 
her bed, a dn^ry of mournful remembrances ; the 
very mirror that once contained that beautiful form on 
which his sad memory ever rested, was* kept in the 
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veflectad the long lost image. Nothing was altered or 
wreated from ite darling place» lest one link of the chain 
that still, with an obdurate, but melancholy sweetness^ 
connected him with the past, should be broken. 

In this sorrowfiil recess he passed much of his time, 
and there bis scattered thoughts seemed at all times to 
centre and rereit, as the disturbed needle to the pole* 
And this extraordinary and resolute habit of life show- 
ing no symptoms of relaxation, the inceptive dismay of 
Beatrice at the irreparable step she had taken» became 
a settled and awful element of her circumstances ; and 
it was scarcely unnatural for her at times to steal a 
hopeless look of anguish towards her firsl«k>ve, to the 
VBOoUections of which her soul was still united : she 
had keft him who had proved so generous and slead- 
last| and now too late found how far she had strayed 
Arom happiness. Indeed it was diificnlt on any prinoi- 
pk to Justify the conduct of Mr. and Mrs. Lockhart in 
this strange afiair ; but their punishment was of so 
sharp a nature, that charity felt disposed to turn aside 
hom the contemplation of their error : but unabated 
and hopeless misery was the daily food of this untoward 
allinace. 

As for Mr. Leslie, a short time evinced that his con« 
ourrence, and animation in the marriage scene, was all 
forced work. His habitual gaiety began from that pe- 
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riod finally to leave him. He probably found that he 
had not been aware of the rootedness of his regard for 
her from whom now bolts and bars, more firm than 
triple brass to truly honourable minds, excluded his 
pensive and despairing wishes. This attachment, how- 
ever, had in fact pervaded his whole character and 
system: and future plans and happiness were all in- 
terwoven with the person of Beatrice Hume ; and he now 
discovered that without her the present scene could cmly 
be an unqualified and miserable blank. But he was of 
too generous a turn to complain of those mortal regrets 
which internally wasted his constitution. A faded eye, 
pallid cheek, and progressive debility, indicated to some 
devoted firiends that he was not to be long for this 
world : but his lips never unlocked the guarded secrets 
of his breast ; and it was only occasionally that an ex- 
hausted and irretrievable look betrayed that Us ha{^- 
ness ti^as departed. 

Mr. Leislie resided with his nieces, the daughters of 

Provost beforementioned, who, however, at this 

time were mere children, and orphans. One of them, 
now 80 years of age, remembers that shortly after Mrs. 
Lbckhart's marriage, her uncle mentioned, one day after 
breakfast, that a certain person, whom he did not name, 
was to call for him : and he gave orders that during 
the visit he should on no account be disturbed. When 
the time came, a childish curiosity induced the girl to 




watch, to observe who it might be that was to i 
conference : and accordingly at the ap|)ointed hour, 
Mrs. Lockhort was introduced into Mr. Leslie's parlour. 
The curiosity of the young lady was still farther insti- 
gated by this II n precede ntal occurrence : and she since 
acknowledged that she listened for a long time at the 
door of the room ; but nothing was to be heard but the 
low voice of conversation carried on in a serious tone, 
and sometimes followed by a silence of long continu- 
ance ; for Mrs. Lockhart's stay was protractcil tor 
nearly four hours. At one time the voices seemed to 
rise higher than usual, bnt all that could be caught by 
the most anxious attention was the lady's reply to what 
appeared to be somewhat of the nature of remonstrance, 
" O I did you not desire it yourself?" she said ; " Did 
you not force me tu it?" But whatever might be the 
interpretation of these dark sayings, nothing farther 
was heard ; the subject of this visit was never entered 
ttpon by Mr. Leslie ; and hia numerous frienda with 
^ief witnessed his increasing langour, and the powers 
at life evidently giving way. 

The affairs of the parties remained for some time in 
' these circumstances, and then hastened to their conclu- 
sion. In a certain period Mrs. Lockhart arrived at her 
confinement, with concomitants of considerable distress 
and danger. These, however, were happily overcome, 
X gave birth to a line female child ; 
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far recovered jfirom the agony of labour, as to be capable 
of being conversed with. At this juncture the surgeon 

of arrived ; and, after professional inquiries and 

adjustments; it was demanded of him by Mrs. Lockhart 
herself, in what condition of health Mr. Leslie remained, 
being aware that he was also his medical attendant. This 
person, unacquainted with the state of his patient's 
mind upon this critical subject, after some brief reflec* 
tions upon the uncertainty of human life, gave her to 
know, that the unfortunate young man had that morn- 
ing resigned his breath into the hands of Him who gave 
it. Amid the extreme languor that pervaded the frame 
of the new mother, this unexpected stroke seemed to 
have been too weighty for her to sustain. What was 
her internal conflict none could know, for nothing she 
said. But the angel of death had prepared : in a few 
seconds she fell back into a strong convulsion fit, and 
after its paroxysm, was found to have breathed her last ; 
leaving her child and husband to what fate might await 
them in this world, and joining him in death, from 
whom his fond friends had often declared she ought 
never to have been divided. 

END OF THE STORY. 
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One day I came into town on one of the numerous 
coaches that ply in the neighbourhood of London. A 
gentleman mentioned, that he thought he saw, at some 
dbtance before us upon the road, a horse as if it had 
run away with a gig. After some time this was ascer- 
tained to be the case, by the confusion apparent among 
the foot passengers, and a sort of alarm given on all 
sides, while the vehicle was observed to be approaching 
at a great rate. By and bye, as it neared us, we be- 
came reluctant spectators of the appalling sight. Our 
coachman stopped hb team, and drew up to one side of 
the highway, lest the run-away animal should overset 
the gig by driving against us ; and while we remained 
in suspense thus for a short time, our sensations were 
of the most unpleasant description. As the tali fearful- 
looking creature came quite near, although he seemed 
to have run a great way, and to be much blown, be 
showed no intention of slackening his fatal speed ; but 
flew inexorably towards us, his tail and mane erected 
and waving in the air, his nostrils distended, the bridle 
out of his mouth, round his neck, and his whole aspect 
as if he were internally instigated by some evil spirit. 
Behind, in the gig, were seated a man and woman ; the 
former pulling back the reins with all his might, which, 
pressing against the horse's throat, might have hitherto, 
in some degree, impeded the impetuosity of his flight. 
Both seemed to be reduced to a state of terror and dcr 
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spttir. Their colour had ceased to be merely pale^»-it 
was become ahnost black, and their lips parched with 
fright ; their mouths extemied, seemed forcibly diawB 
bade, so as to show all their teeth ; they glared upmi us 
as they passed, and their eyes, stretched out wide, p«* 
sented a horriUe picture of the intencdty of the passion 
that raged within them, swallowing up eveaty earthly 
consideration* Nererthdess, the man was thought to 
display great fortitude, in detaining the woman, who 
made several demonstrations of an intent to lei^ out. 
We all felt most painfully excited, particularly as, from 
the state of the horse's bridle, no assbtanoe aecmed 
practicable. The infuriate quadruped bounded past 
us, lashing up his hind legs against the gig» as if be 
would have broken it in pieces. Some said one thing, 
and some another; and one called to a man upon the 
road, to cleave the creature's head, if he could, with a 
spade which he held in his hand. All efforts by spec- 
tators and passengers, howevar, were unavailing: the 
flight continued ; our eyes and hearts followed the md" 
ferers for miles ; sometimes we lost sight of them, and 
supposed they had heem upset; and again they re- 
appeared among the hedges and trees, at a great dis- 
tance. But as we could vender no assbtance, and as 
the coachman declared he could wait no longer, we left 
them to their fate, or to more fovourable circumstances 
than it was in our power to affbcd. So we again set 
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forward, moralizing upon the peculiar fatality of gigs, 
and why danger should attach in a particular manner 
io that species of vehicle* 

On arriving in town, I went to see a noble institution, 
the British Museum. No money is paid for admittance ; 
which deserves to be noted, as such liberality is unusual 
in Great Britain* The collection consists of gems, fos- 
sils, minerals ; the stuffed skins of a large variety of 
birds and beasts ; specimens of savage armour and fur- 
niture; books, busts, antique statues, including Bel- 
zoni's contributions, and the Elgin and Townley marbles. 

I pored a little over the curious and delicate veins of 
the gems and pebbles ; but not being an amateur, did 

not dwell long upon any thing else, till I came to the 
marbles* Oreat crowds of company occupied all the 
apartments ; and I presume an adept in natural history 
would be remunerated in the survey. I remained, how- 
ever, with great delight, some hours among the antiques. 
None can truly know what statuary is, till he witness 
something like this. To be sure it is, as it were, look- 
ing down into the mouldering grave of this long lost art : 
for in most instances the marble is of a dingy, dusky 
yellow, and sometimes seems almost worm-eaten ; and 
in many of the figures, the retrenchment of a nose, or 
some important limb, gives a maimed and nuserable 
look. Nevertheless, what has been finely called '' the 
imperishable form of beauty,*^ dwells among these illus- 
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tiioas relics, though mutilated by age, and deoudbhed 
by mbfortune and ruin. I know not how better to give 
an understanding of the transcendent merit of tiie an- 
tique, than to compare it with the oopies of goda and 
goddesses, which we see attempted in marUe, and par* 
tieularly those which I observed in Uie puUicgardoMof 
France. In these last, the artists appear to have had 
little knowledge of anatomy, or of the play of nmscks 
and bones. The figures are fat, round, and pleaaaiit 
looking ; and might as well have been cut with a knifr 
out of cheese. But in the antique, every thing seems as 
if it were real ; the tendons appear starting in the leg ; 
the muscles of the shoulders, die mnltitudinoua lioea in 
the chest and breast, are all as seen in nature itsdf ; 
the attitudes speak of life ; some passion is personified 
in the bearing of the arms and limbs ; and the whok 
form teems with expression. When the artist means to 
manifest mere beauty of shape, the effect is perhaps at 
first nothing wonderful. The eye dwelb upon femals 
beauty, depicted in stone, with an ordinary eomfda- 
cency : nevertheless, one feels that there is something 
very agreeable in the survey ; and the object gradually 
fastens upon the mind, which, by and bye, becoBKS 
quite chained to the spot. Looked at in all direetione, 
some new grace beams upon the sense ; criticised and 
investigated, the same result follows : at last one be- 
comes like a bird detained by the eyes of the cockatrice. 
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relttdant and uoaUe to quit the spot, and magioill|r 
diflpoied to be rivetted in the perpetual tight of tb^ 
perfection of beauty. Such aort of feelings I seemed to 
experience in considering a torso of Venus» although 
the beauteous marble angel wanted arms, legs» and 
head. As to the Egyptian curiosities, they display the 
art in a stage greatly inferior to the consununation of 
Grecian wisdom* The straight parallelism of the anna 
and feet ; the half-beastish look of the human figures ; 
woukl almost withhold from the conclusion that this waf 
the germ of attic elegance in the future attainment of 
the art. The vast heads of Memnon, Sec,, brought by 
Qelzoni, much more enormous than expectation, aie 
extremely curious ; with arms and .fists of red granite 
lying separate, the latter larger than the head of a bull. 
The mummies are well worth a particular investigation : 
they raise extraordinary perceptions of a remote age, 
far beyond the Druids or the Greeks. 

« Aotiqoity afpeart to hs^e b^gnn 

LoQS after their prlmifsl race was run/'^B^ron, 

I regret my inability to give a more detailed description. 
Next day I went to see the police ofiice in Bow-street. 
Having been informed that it was not an open Court, I 
felt at first chary of trusting myself within the precincts 
of this redoubtable Compter : although innocence is 
there very safe indeed, and I dare say, easily detected 
and. discriminated from guilt. I waa however surprised 
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to find No. 3, (for this is the simple, buefinfeisBhlike/irt^le 
of the office) not a grand hall, with ail OMentslioiii 
firont, gnarded by centinels and buffetiers* It isilbWfqF 
different from any other part of the stireet. I Medif^ 
nc^tred the door at some distance. There weis^ no bisti^f 
occasionally a clever looking man of an officer depafi^sA 
on ' some mission. I took pleasure in tracing the diMtoh 
tenances of these agile redressers of the rlgfali^<o#*til^ 
injored public, of whose feats of celerity and «uiiga€iC!f 
we hear so mndi. Methought I discovered in HHMr 
visage both generous uprightness and pierdng ptneUm^- 
6on, mingled with unrivalled foresight and promptltiMie; 
Periiaps the adage, '* set a thief to catch a thief/' A 
not sound doctrine : and honesty may be, after atty tte 
best policy, in this as in other departments of life. ' *> 
M^th these officials, as compared with the judgiei^ 
th^e seemed in their alert faces a sort of proje^fle 
intelligence and force; while the magistrates, with a 
similar cast of feature, appeared to preserve more la^ 
servedness and self<-possession. In this place theie is 
always to be had a great treat of human countenaooesi 
one of the most rational of feasts. I entered the pas^ 
sage, and was directed into a small ^room, divided with 
rails and docks. There were about fifteen people in it r 
and I was surprised at the smallness of this court-hidL 
The magistrates, instead of being buried in wigs and 
gowns, and ddivering the legal thunder firom lofty 



49 

benehesy were sitting in a comer, at a sort of low count? 
er ; the witnesses clustering round them, and all speak- 
ing loW| as if at a consultation rather than at publie 
judicial procedure. The physiognomy of these fespect* 
able functionaries was worth contemplating* I would 
walk thirty miles any day to see their faces : so much 
veteran wisdom and expertness dwell in their looks. 
Amid the confusion of witnesses, contrary testimony, 
pievarieation, concealment and lies : what with the dis* 
o«der of mingled merchandize tumbled on the floor 
before them; silk handkerchiefs, shirtsandotfuer stolen 
goods; any one of Hi»Mi^ty's provincial justices of 
the peace would have soon been utterly at fault, and 
perhaps f(Hrced in despair to abandon all rule in the 
investigation. On the contrary it was satisfactory to 
observe the dexterity with which these discordant ele- 
ments were here met, arranged, and finally settled, 
each in its proper order and place. At the first open- 
ing of a ease, one of the parties concerned would begin 
to colour his tale wonderfully, to suppress hostile facts, 
and give a bold relief to all that that made for him- 
self : sometimes bouncing outright with such assevera- 
tions as caused the adversary, with upthrown optics, to 
hope vehemently that Heaven would forgive such un^ 
heavd of falsehood. During all this the eyes of the 
staunch magistrate, while he continued listening, would 

for some time turn and roll round and round ; as if his 

£ 
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ideas were yet tumbliDg about unsettled^ in acirdeof 
doubt and^deliheration : then gleamii^ on tbe pievanfmt- 
ing story-teller, and alternately retiring within himself^ 
as if he would pick up bit by bit every partid^ of tnML 
evidence that was in him : in short it was no tedioas 
matter till this acute intellect had fully compreb^i)df)d 
the merits of the case, and. acted accordingly with 
equal despatch and. dedsion. I fdt a sort of copfidi^iiee 
v^ the whole affair,^ and thought I could havc^i/OOthuftg 
loath, hazarded my fortune in the accuracy and lunnsfty 
of this tribunal. 

- In the comer of the apartment sat a young geftffe- 
man, pencil in hand, who seemed a pleasimt looJiing 
person, but the very genius of impudence and risilnlity. 
I took him for the reporter for the public prints. His 
face and demeanour was one continued sneer ; the cor- 
ners of his eyes and mouth appeared to have acquired a 
mechanical conformation of jocularity and impertinence. 
One would have thought from his looks, that culprits, 
witnesses, innocent parties, officers, judges and all, 
were to be equally victims of his privileged ridicule. — 
Methought it was unfair that his Majesty's loyal and 
swindled subjects, seeking for the relief that the civil 
magistrate is bound to afford, should be permitted. to 
be held up in print by a sauce*box like this, to pub- 
lic laughter: that their name and surname, personal 
oddities and private misfortunes, should parade the 



extent of the Britirti empire, as the daily theme of con« 
tempt and merriment. Notwithstanding, I piresumed 
there might be some reason of state, which maintains 
this diverting but inequitable arrangement ; but though 
f "ioonfess I could regard it in no other light than that 
of a' public nuisance. 

' 'In the middle of all this, a case was adjusted and 
bMHbght forward, which from its sad and knomentoui 
cevupl^xion,' seemed not likely to remain for acUud}-» 
6ti,tion withhi the walls of Bow-street. An unfortu- 
nate young woman was placed, to stand at the bar ; 
arid bundles of purloined gear, and a decisive array of 
HiHiesses^ seemed too clearly to demonstrate the extent 
or her crimen It appeared in evidence afterwards, that 
sl^orthleti male friend had instigated her to put her 
hand 'to this dangerous business. During the delay 
that look place in arranging the articles that were to 
pt^^ the burglary, the poor thing seemed to droop, 
«ndf bang on the front part of the iron-railing that sur* 
f Oulried h^ : she was standing ; for the accommodation 
of a ieiat is withheld in this stern scene, that has no-^ 
thing in common with the comforts of life. The Intel- 
llgent officer who had charge of her, shook her up a 
li^le^abruptly, being perhaps but too well accustomed 
'Mth the feigned sickness of persons in her situation. 
By and bye, however, this same reporter, who sat in a 
'Mtttstton where her face, somewhat concealed to others, 



was appannt to him^ eaiDe forwmrd to Iier ettttsdite^ 

and with a look of nnfeigned kiadnets aad aeimaMtia 

(I liked the man for it) certified that tlie . gift w«alfeaUy 

illy and requested a chair inigfat be foroaght ibr hmtM 

Before it could arrive/ however, the unfoftanale HndiM 

of guilt and terror had slowly sunk down to the-^oOSi 

and upon examination, herUaoohed eiiceksy umdWM 

iips-piessed up and then convulsed outWMds, i^riiteica^ 

that she was under a violent fit of hysterics. The^tn^ 

gistrate ordei^ed her to the open air, andsliew^s canM 

by the officers to the court-yard behind ; whefe wates^ 

vinegar, and every restorative that could be hifstilyolii 

tained, were administered, and the most compasiisMiiIti 

language adopted towards her hy those austere pe tw se fi^ 

whose benevolent commiseration of this sad case e^ii^ 

nlanded my respect and admiration. Leaving this sceo^ 

where a contemplative observer may detect mmsk of 

reality beneath the outward cloak of human life,' l400lr 

my way somewhat pensively to West's Pictuve OafieQp^* 

and buried my reflections on human character M#|ltiij 

sent things, in the study of those objects, which iJife 

Pale Horse and his Rider, and their accompanying M^ 

rors, are fitted to inspire. urr 

But my reader mfnst not expect that I am ^fualifiedt^ 

give an adequate delineation of this great efl^Ofrt<»fhii*-' 

man genius, which it is a high nationd honour to pos<- 

sess. He must rest satisfied with an imperfect account. 
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till be 90 and witB«sA the sublime onpnal. We are 
wtemecl in tiie cataioguci 

■* ^^Tkfttthe geieral effect proposed to be excited in 
tbb) picture, is the terrible subUme* and its various jno* 
difioations, until lost in the opposite extremes of pity 
and horror* That Mr* West was of opinion that to 
deiiaeiUe a physical form^ which in its moral impression 
would Japproximate to that of the visionary Death, of 
Milton, . it was necessary to endow it with the appeai;* 
ance of superhuman energy ; he has therefore exerted^ 
theutmost force of his pencil on the central figure*-^. 
He has depicted the King of Terrors^ with the physiog- 
nomy of the dead in a charnel house, but animated 
almost to ignition with rage ; placed on his head the 
kingly crown, and clothed the length of his limbs with 
a robe of funereal sable. His uplifted right hand holds 
no sceptre, but is entwined with the serpent which first 
brought death into the world, and he launches his darts 
from both hands in all directions with a merciless im- 
partiality* His horse rushes forward with the wildness 
of a tempestuous element, breathing livid pestilence, 
rearing and trampling with unbridled fury. Behind 
him is seen an insidious Demon, bearing the torch of 
discord^ with a monstrous progeny of the reptile world, 
the nsdnisters of hell, who had power given them over 
the fourth part of the earth. The three other horses^ 

. E • 
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md their ridera^ meiitiMied in tiie Mi drapler of Jleve- 
lationsy form the other departmeats rfthe pietare* 

'* A domestic group in the foi«g;rodiid, roptiiunU a 
family immediately under the hoofii of the reacringfose^ 
feet of the pale horse. It is here that the painter- O0»- 
trasts the sarronnding horrors with images of tendev^ 
ness and beauty. The mother has expiied in Hit' act 
of embracing her children, and sudden deadi is «n»- 
phatically expressed in the infant that has fallen £N>m 
her breast. The husband deprecates the wrath ci the 
hideous spectre that advances over them, while a snr- 
vtving girl catches h<^d of her dead mother^ seasiUe 
only of the loss she has sustained. 

** In the other groupsi which form the right band di- 
vision in the picture, the artist has shown the anaichy 
of the combats of men with the beasts of the caztii»t— 
The chief of the human figures in this envision, ia one 
in the act of launching his javelin at a lion, which fans 
seized and brought down a man and hb horse. In the 
character with the javelin, Mr. West has oidfaiioiiied 
to delineate that species of courageous muscular strength 
which enables some men to face, with an undaantcd 
countenance, the rage of the most ferodous animab. 
The sedate bravery of his look afibrds a fine oonttast to 
the terror of the person who ia seized by the 1»M^ whkii 
he had wounded with his spear. Below them is a yaoth, 
who has broken his lance in the combat, and received 
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a fatal blow on the head ; behiad them a horsemaa 
comes forward with an uplifted sword, in the act of 
striking at a lioness that is springing up. In this por- 
tion of the picture the firmament is rent by lightnings 
and a distant group is seen startled by the death of a 
young man who has been struck, and whose friends 
support him in their arms. The principle of destruc- 
tion is exemplified through every part of the subject.'* 

On the whole, the ** Death on the pale horse/' aad 
the *' Christ rejected/' are two exalted efforts in the 
art of painting, and worthy of high honour. But who 
can execute any performance that will equal that awful 
portraiture that already exists in the mind, touching 
the scenes of the last times, as recorded in the Apoca- 
lypse ? Our own Death on the pale horse is far more 
dreadful than any thing that can be detained on canvas. 
And although the form of the Saviour in the Christ 
IU|)eoted is most holy and beautiful, yet who can pour- 
tray the lineaments of Emmanuel? Indeed, the mind 
whiob ponders deeply the glorious personality of Ood 
manifested in the flesh, is likely to be swallowed up 
by the contemplation of the spiritual meaning of this 
astonishing mystery of love, rather than be confined to 
a definition of the more outward aspect of the blessed 
Bedeemer. But I desist from observations that look a 
little like criticism, of which, on this occasion, I would 
regMt to be guilty. 



66 



April f^.y^ 

I dare say that my reader i3 now becomijig inip^^i^f^ 
to cross the channel. I shall not detain him^ but pass 
down to Dover, with the following remarks, in the style 
of a travelling common-place book. 

Started from Holbom, in the Dover coach, at h^f- 
past 7 a. m., unbreakfasted. Mem* to make it % role 
to enquire at the office whether the coach breakfkst»on 
the road» A sea captain and his wife^ Blackheath, 
Shutershilly Dartford, all milk-and-water places^ ,as 
usual, without a distinctive mark. The Thames, a 
tame concern. Remembrances of the Frith of Forth. 
Breakfasted on a glass of ale. Stupid all day. Coon- 
try about Feversham, like an immense garden. Bare 
hop poles, yet unclothed. Disappointed with Canter- 
bury, where the country is quite unadorned — ^not like 
the favoured spot which the cunning Church would have 
selected for her first domicile and cradle. The ride 
thence to Dover is variegated ; large sloping hills ; 
where it is wooded there is underwood ; a thing little 
known in England. 



« Fair Scotland's Tallies rarely Taant 



The oak majestical, whose aged boughs 
Darken a rood-breadth ; yet no where is seen 
More beanteously profuse, wild anderwood.^* 

The hawthorn there, 
With mots an4 lichen grey, dies of old age.**««Graibim«.- 



Dover Castle, town and cliff, all very good ; but U is 
inoOttoetvaUe that such a puny eminence as this could 
have suggested the following picture : — 

'<^oineon, Sir: here's the place :—«UqiI itill :— bow fefffful 

And dizzy *tii, to cMt ooe*i eyes io low \ 

The eroirt tnd chooghe that wiog the mid-way air, 

SIbW aearee to groet at Metlee. Halfway down 
Hamsona that gathera lamphire ; dreadful trade ! 

MHhitika he ieeme no bigger than hit head : 

iC^e jf •bermen, that walls upon the beach, 

Appear like mice t and yon taU anchoring bark 

UiiDttlnieh*!! to her cock : her cock» a bnoy 
' AlttMttdo email for ei^t :— The murmtR>ing targe 

•l3iaiton:the unnnmber'd idle ptbblet ohafet, 

C^i^npt be beard to high : 1*11 look no more, 

Le^ my brain turn, and the deficient tight 

Topple down headleng.* 



A cbihfortable Englishman in the coach, hearing that 
I wto going to France, looked grave, and said it was 
vary proper for a man to take his opportunity of seeing 
foiti|(n nations ; but in France, continued he, you must 
mitke up your mind to submit to many privations. I 
was BO ways appalled at this caution ; for, in very early 
years, I had from my native lowlands perambulated, on 
foot, the rough bounds of Lochaber, upon nearly the 
same pittance that Captain Cochrane took to go from 
somewhere to Tobolsk : but the English laugh at the 
poverty of the Scots ; while we, on the contrary, ai'e 
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ptoiie to think the English make a god of their beUy. 
In Blind Harry's history of Wallace, there are many 
jokes on this propensity of the Eaglidi^ who are, in 
general, represented as overgrown with good eating and 
en-bon-point, I do remember, in my first travelling 
days, being struck and diverted with the importance 
and seriousness with whidi an English commercial bagt 
man consults with the landlord what he shall have for 
dinner. 

When walking about the quays of Dover, and searvii* 
ing for something French, I perceived some men in- a 
steam-packet, who, from their language, were Gaula^ 
but, somewhat contrary to my Scotch expectations^ wise 
sturdy, alert, respectable people, having no monkey 
looks about them ; some with fair and reddish hair, and 
not at all like Jews. At this place, for the first time, I 
was canvassed for the honour and profit of my cutom 
in the way of travelling. Two stewards delivered eaeh 
a ticket, with the name of their vessels, and asaunuioetf 
of the best aoocHumodation. One was French, the other 
English. As the French boat was more suitaUe, in re-* 
gard to the hour of sailing, I gave her the preference-; 
not without a slight qualm of consdence on the score of 
patriotism, and some dread that Monsieur might be de^ 
ficient in the management of steam, and mar us with 
some mishap half-seas over. The ticket bore this de^ 
vice :-^'' Le paque malle a vapeur, Le Due de Boor- 
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deaax, omnmand^ par M. Lonville, Chevalier de St, 
m, et de la Legion d'Hoaneur,*' 



ApHl 26. 
This morning I publicly commenced speaking in the 
French language, having met a modest Swiss gentleman^ 
on whose patience I trespassed for this purpose. Yes- 
terday afternoon we had had a brisk gale, which mode- 
rated in the evening to a mere zephyr, to my great joy, 
who am a deplorable martyr to the pains of watery sick- 
ness ; and I was delighted in the morning to find a se- 
rene heaven, and not a breath of air. I was not sailor 
enough to know, that the strong westerly winds, which 
had prevailed for some days, would still leave a swell 
in the diannel. This accordingly took place, and the 
worse that the roll of the sea was across the beam of 
the vessel ; so that we were as if in a swing : one mo- 
ment lifted upon high, and the next descending among 
the lower deeps, with such a sweep as caused a titilla- 
tton in the breast every lee-lurch that the vessel made ; 
which was not long of effecting the usual commotion 
anumg the passengers. Indeed, I had been for some 
time in a state of incipient squeamishness, from the 
moment that I had turned round to see what the *' voila 
less pceparatifs** of my Swiss acquaintance meant; aod| 

l^«(4fjng down through the window of the cabtUi descried 
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haif-a«dozeii travellers, mate- and female^ sealKd is mth 
lemn drcle, while yet we had not baned fbrdi <if thelites 
boiir, each with a stoneware receptacle on the floite 
before him. It was soon in vain for people to attempt fa 
cheer np their hearts, or their stomachs, and loagh'M 
the catastrophe ci others, who had only got die stalrMf 
themselves by a few minntes. The brisk langb ef ^IM 
would-be veteran seamMi became a hungnd 8B^kk>^€te 
visage lengthened, and the pallid hne of the cheek* jpnU^ 
claimed the progress the internal enemy had'niadi$'^'4 
rush to ^be lee-side of the vessel, while yet ike 1c|^ 
would do their ofEice, completed ^foll acfaiewtedgihpit 
of being just as sick as other folks* It was 4ttiteiai^|kp« 
able to see large stout men leaning on tiie arms of'*titt» 
polite French marinere, who conducted their 
steps to the most expedient spot. And not a few 
carcases lay absolutely down like struck buftecki^ 
terly unable to traverse the dizzy deck; and^wMi 
finally carried off by the shipmen to some mottttfm^ 
venient lair, like so many trusses of straw. But I-dtt» 
say my reader is almost as sick as were Ihe cargo of iht 
Due de Bourdeaux : and I admit that the remembiMM 
of the subject has, even at this distance, s<mie effMtMf 
my inward system ; so I am fain to drop it. In etmeAjf 
two-and-a-half hours we made the famous port o# (tai^ 
lus ; but I was too far gone to take any cognizance Of 
this ancient place of strength, and of its notified iMO^ 
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bour, Mliiuti had, at ouc time, Ix-cn in EukIihU 
iiir more Llian two hundred yean. U was with ditii 
Culty 1 t«illucU:d furuc to rmiunt the Htairv of the wharf; 
BUd tlicru 1 encountered the [ihyiiicul rvniiitancc of it 
nullilude of porterv, all preming, all eager to procure 
mu for Kumu particular hotel. I wui ho aiupitied that 1 
htil not even the power of niukin(( a choice ; and inui- 
tM'iiig my rrjuainiu|{ fora-. fnirly broke their linn. Uift 
hwrinK a lioU-l numi:d, to which 1 had Ikcii recom- 
BUmilod at Uov<-r, I put inyiielf uuiler the jirotection of 
U» " BoolH," or aoniu dipluumtie a]>pendage of tlie 
kind— luavinii; tlie luggiage on hoard at the mercy of 
■onto Hohliern, Of CuiLomhouiie ]>uople : I could nut Iw 
Uouhied to uvk whii:h. Fain would I hnvi! lain down 
in acoriiei'of thr very Mtreet, so perfectly was I vuhdued 
vUh the weauic malady ; hut my ciceroni led, or rather 
■hovcd, aick me into a nurt of oDice on the quay, and 
making way tor me, 1 delivered my puiiK]H>rt to a grave 
|wr*un ; and whm then fell uhout the tiidea ami hnck liy 
R man with u uniforui, dUniUaed, and conducted, nearly 
U much dead ua uHve, to an Etiglinh hotel, from which 
I emerged, however, uh noon an ]M)iwil)le, and made my 
my lliiuugh harrierH and draw-bridgcK iuto the country, 
Wtwre I tinally extended niyieU' on the graM, wondering 
BUeh, and doubting if 1 were really in France, that 
filcient and illuvtrioui kingdom, where Henry IV. had 
nigned. Sully counxelled, and Nupolcou wielded the iron 
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sceptre — if this sward on. which I lay, were in truth the 
territory of our ancient enemy^ and the town in my eye 
the same, whose six citizens had come to Edward III. 
of England, if hbtory says true, with halters rowMl 
their necks, as generous substitutes for theur fdlow* 
townsmen. , ... 

Having lain part of an hour ruminating on these sub*- 
jects, and recruited so fieur as to be satii^ed that it was 
an undoubted fact I was in France, I thought it was now 
time to bestir myself, loots after the population, aiid 
make remarks. It being market day, there was a fa* 
vourable opportunity of seeing crowds of country folks; 
but whether my powers of perception had. been blunted 
by my late unhappy connection with a sea-faring life, I 
cannot tell; but I could not discern much difference 
between the gens de la Campagne de France and oar 
peass^ntry at home ; although I felt that I permitted 
myself to marvel at the children speaking fluently in the 
French tongue. The large open square, in the middle 
of the town, was thronged with stalls, and with healthy, 
cheerful-looking people. The women's duffle cloaks 
were of a fine deep black ; and their eyes might be d 
the same colour, for aught that I know — I dare Mtj I 
remarked the clear brunette complexion, so much ad- 
mired in French females. The people speak more than 
we do, and appear more accommodating and kind ta 
each other ; the hat is frequently touched by the men, 
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and the word *' Madame*' much in the women's pretty 
mouthi. I did not peredve in any one the judgment-^ 
like face of an old Scotch blue bonnet, when he puf- 
ehaseth a two-year-old, at the Falkhrk Tryst; or the 
abyss of gravity andabstraction'froni all outward con-' 
cerns, into which such a one screws his countenance, when 
he doth deposit fifty greasy notes, out of a leathern 
treasury, across the counter of the Ship Bank, at Otas«' 
gow, delibeiutdy, as it were, violating all the cautious • 
fiuitenings of his mind, while he exercises the great act' 
of trust in the Bankers' responsibility, and finishes the 
transaction with as much iolemnity and self^steem as 
if he 'had paid off the national debt. No, no, thinis ' 
I, »o uKire of such d^ce, serious characters, till I re- . 
immib old Scotland ; and, in the meantime, I am con-, 
test with fKppant frisky Monsieur, who is said to iidssess 
n0 tolkl quality to recommend him, whose politeness Is 
gthnaoe, whose proffers of kindness are considered bC'* 
nknitb the channel a mere covering to absence of heart. 

My fhrst purchase in this foreign realm was somethings 
like ' ginger-bread, from an old woman's stall at (he 
Barrier; but it contained no ginger; therefore I b^-« 
stowed it u))on a black-eyed urchin, who was seated on : 
Aie hindennost part of a long French cart, which formed 
pMrt of a throng of' others, now le&ving the town for . 
theirrustic hamlets. i 

1 Among the crowd in the great square, and under the 
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shade of the spire of the church, were ranged half^-ft- 
dozen knife grinders, with their wheeb; and I totfk 
advantage of having the large Made of my knife sharps 
ened by one of the number ; for tLSio trusting the little 
pen-cutter to a French ambulatory cutler, I had too 
mean an opinion of their advance in the iron trade t6 
do so. One of these smutty-bearded gentry tdndiedf 
the finger of another with a small hot wheel, who; Hi 
exchange, spit in his ear ; the whole laughed, and there 
was no more ado. I record this extraordinary fact, as 
it was the only practical joke I saw played off in France; 
and, after much watching of the conduct of ihoe-blacb, 
cabriolet drivers, watermen, coalmen, jugglers, and ton*' 
seurs of cats and dogs on the streets of Paris, I am bound 
to declare, that I never afterwards witnessed sndi s' 
breach of politeness, as this needy but jocular knife- 
grinder was guilty of; and unless it be the proximity to 
English air at Calais that had corrupted him, I cannot 
account for the solitary circumstance on any ratioital 
principle. 

The heat of the sun promoting thirst, I next pardia»- 
ed an orange at six sous, about three pence. I under- 
stand, thought I, that they double the price here to die 
English on every commodity ; and if so, the latter are 
fairiy entitled to call them a double set of people ; bat 
in my pleasure at finding a pun, and a hit at the Frendi 
at the same moment, I forgot that the price of oranges 
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might jufiUy be higher with them than with us; that 
fruit not being a native of France, and their sea car- 
riage of foreign merchandise not so perfect as oura. 

There being multitudes of English in this and the 
neighbouring towns, the sign-boards are veiy.often. in 
both languages. I did not remark any thing particular 
about the streets or houses ; the stateliness and gran-^ 
deur of a city with its bouses seven stories high, seems. 
,to be re8ei*ved for Paris alone, the city of wonders. » . 

The hoteb of Calais poiuess a considerable appear-, 
an^ of respectability : they are generally within the,, 
walls of a retired courts and having the grave look of 
some small quiet college. These have been often de- 
scribed. Mr. Scott has given such a graphical view of 
Dieppe, that I must copy it. 

''The room into which we were shown, gave strong 
evidence that we were not in England. It would have 
been fine and elegant, if it had not been out of repair, 
and dirty. Glasses of a size which we never see in our 
country, but in the houses of persons of fortune, hung 
on the cheerless white walls, in frames, the gilding of 
whioh was mostly worn off. A magnificent marble 
chimney-piece, and a superb hearth of the same, were 
by no means in harmony with a naked brick fioor. — 
Wash-hand basins stood on tables that had been superb 
in gold, and were still curious in carving. After our 
voyage, several operations conducive to personal comfort 
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were necessary ; these, snoh as washing, shaYinf, oonb* 
mg. Sec., were all to he performed, hy all the party^ m 
the room devoted to breakfast. But the break&st af- 
terwards was good, the host and the waiters were cnril, 
and their guests, in the heartiness and fteAnem mt 
their fselings, found every thing, however strange^ and 
even inoommodioas, a source of amusemeat and plea 
sure* 

** The house itsdf, to which we weie led, d csc it qs 
remark, as affording a characteristic trait of the eooB- 
try, which stands prominentiy out in the view of the 
English as something to which they have not heilD' ac- 
customed. It was very large, and its si^e had soi' av 
as if it were useless. It seemed as if it eould exiefid 
accommodation far beyond the wants of ita pKaaot 
possessoirs, and they, on the other hand, evidently w«re 
inclined to pay it no attention beyond what these 
demanded. Much of it, in consequence, looked 
ous and deserted, and, as no care is ever bestowed In 
France to preserve what, in England, is called tidiaesa, 
the external aspect was loose and repelling. The toof 
seemed solid and strong, but it» strength only mnbold- 
ened the owner to neglect it ; long grass sprung up be- 
tween the slates, that were covered with a sort of gray 
coat ; here and there h<des were seen, that went tliron§^ 
to the inside, admitting the weather, with all its acci- 
dents. As there was room enough in the hotel for the 
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itimaU'ii, and all their purjioaes, without 
apartments ho UDcoverett, wby should these lioleg be 
incndcd ? This is tlic geiiei'&l character of the eom- 
luon liuihlings in all the French towns 1 have seen. 
They are usually larger and stronger than is necessary 
ibr the uses of the persons ulio inhabit tliein ; the cun- 
■ofucnce is, not that this overplus of good qualities ele- 
vates the condition and adorns the appearance of the 
people, but that an accurately proportioned degree of 
neglect brings them down, by meuna of tilth, dilapidf)' 
tton, ami desertion, to the level of humble life." 

What a strange thing it is to be for the first time left 
alone in streets where a language different from one's 
DWJt is used in all human ati'airs ! It soenia to throw 
life into tliti dark, through which we explore, with a 
doubtful groping sensation. But there is uo need to be 
under this impression at Calais, Boulogne anil elsowhert: 
on the coast; where the landlords and taniiladies of 
ioDS, and waiters, are a gieat proporiioa of llietu Eng- 
lish, or speak that language. 

; Ileturniiig to the hotel, I found the garjon laying the 
dolti on a large table, The room was lofty and grand, 
but scantily furnished. The walls papered wilh Chiuese 
|)foceuions, and other showy exhibitions; the %ares of 
ik foot long ; and the ladies, amid the looseness of their 
casteni attire, clearly partaking of the toufnvre fruH- 
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At three o*clock dinner was served, consisting of ver- 
micelli soupy fish and sance, stewed beef, potatoes, pudi- 
ding, and other English viands ; for the predilections of 
our countrymen are much consulted, as they are under- 
stood to pay remarkably well, when they are pleased ; 
and indeed they spoil the French waitc^rs, by flinging 
money among them at every turn. I thought, at first, 
that I should have all this feast to myself; but the door 
being thrown open, there entered a belle assemble^ of 
ladies and gentlemen, accompanied by the host and host- 
ess : and now, methought, I am fully among strangers 
and French folks. In this, however, I was mistaken ; 
for only three natives were in the party — ^two gentlemen, 
and a lady, who was, moreover, wife to an Englishman. 
Thus I had yet no opportunity of seeing an entertain- 
ment absolutely French. The dame Francaise was pos- 
sessed of a considerable share of personal beauty ; and 
although neither she nor her husband were of superior 
rank, I seemed, nevertheless, to discover in her air and 
manner (which had something of gravity in it) that de- 
gree of ease, mixed with uninterrupted and sustained 
politeness, which one only meets with in th% highest 
circles of our own country. A blessing was asked be- 
fore meat ; notwithstanding, it gave me pain to observe, 
afterwards some profane allusions made by certain of 
the English part of the company, but in which die 
French did not join ; which gave me something to cour 



■idcr upon that head. By and bye, a porter from the 
coach-office arrived, to apprise me that the hour of do* 
partnre for Boulogne was come ; so I bade the best 
French adieu I could, paid my bill to the waiter in the 
lobby, and, attended by a commissary of customs, wh* 
had landed my luggage, I proceeded to the coach, into 
which I ensconced myself, with a determiuatiun nut M 
let the minutest motion of any French man or woman 
escape; to watch every turn of the hand, or of th« 
head ; movement of each muscle in the face ; ajid to pick 
up every syllable and letter that might drop in conver- 
sation. It will be matter, no doubt, of serious concern 
to the reader, that all this accurate preparation, and 
sharpening of the powers of observation and discriniina- 
tion, went for nothing, for want of materials to exercise 
upon. Intiteadofhaving with nie, in a six-sealed coach, 
Bfl an author ought to have, individuals each of a mark 
and character more interesting than another, I am sorry 
to say, that my company was altogether common-place, 
just what one meets with every day. A dumpy English 
girl for one ; a French lady, with staring eyes, deformed 
with marks of the small-pox all over her countenance ; 
a merchant ; a peasant with a blue frock ; and an old 
terrific-looking gentleman of the royalist school, whose 
conversation lay chiefly in details of what he saw in 
lis about the time of the Revolution. Nevertheless, 
1 found as much as served to commence an acquaintance 
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with French manners. The conversation was tupparted 
thrbu^out in an easy» yet animated manner : the kidy 
led the discourse, the old royalist and mcKhast folknrod 
respectfully. The great deference of the Frendi to tUe 
female sex was observable ; and the more so, that tke 
personal charms of Madame were not such as to attract 
the homage which pertains to beauty z indeed, she #as 
truly, when she lifted her veil, which waa not oftoiy 
what the Americans term '< awful." But this cneiini^ 
stance did not mar the marked attention with whiciiitf 
her wants, inclinations, and observations, wereregardedk. 

The appearance of the country here has been ioAeit* 
described; large uninclosed portions of bare pkmgbod" 
land are prominent to the view ; very different from tlir 
rich moulds of Feversham; the plou^s are fumishtdt 
with wheeb, and three or four horses— -sometimes an 
ass or two to the bargain. Any gentlemen's houses to. 
be seen are .not embosomed in comfort and opulence' sk 
the En^ish country manuons, but are formed stra^rhtr. 
avenued domiciles. Although the mental cultivatkHt 
and good taste of the French are undoubted, in a ym* 
riety of important particulars, yet thb does not seem 
discernible m their adjustment of rural amenities. 

As the coach stopt to change horses, there were 
handed in tickets, with the names of particular Boulogne 
hotels, and a detail of their accommodations in Fremdi' 
and English ; and on arrival there, a vociferous tbtong 
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of porters clustered round us like bees, each recom- 
meudiiig, with vehement empressement and in broken 
English, the establishment to which he himself belonged ; 
of so much consequence do this people, who are poor 
aad moneyless, consider the custom of the wealthy 
islanders. 

Boulogne^sur-Mer is divided into the upper and lower 
town ; the former well compacted and fortified ; but the 
latter not so. The harbour is protected by a mole, and 
Dsonaparte had it greatly strengthened. Here was the 
principal depot of the armament destined against Great 
Britain. The hotel to which I have repaired, at the 
recommendation of my Calais landlord, with its silent 
conrts and garden, possesses more the site and appear- 
ance of a retired chateau, than the open, used look of 
an inn. . The salle a-manger is lofty and elegantly fur- 
nished, finely papered, with a large mirror over the 
superb marble chimney-piece ; the fire-place has no 
grate, but a low iron case, in which lies a short log of 
timber, and a slight smoke proceeding from oqe end, 
shews that the- flame is not quite extinct. 



Sunday, 21th ApriL 
' I awoke this morning and found myself in France. 
The sky was cloudless, the sun bright and warm. I 
opened the folding casement of the chamber ; the air 
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was fresh, and an enclosed garden was under the wiii- 
dow; the walls thirty-feet high; and there being 'iiD 
ncnse but the song of birds and hum of bees, I nught 
have been a hundred miles from any town. Whatevtr 
profane turmoil there could be elsewhere, nothing wis 
visible to the eye, or perceptible to the ear, that did- not 
comport with the serenity of Sabbath mom. My devo* 
tions were assisted by a French testament and MtAamm 
hymns; and, after breakfast, hemg somewhat indish 
posed, I preferred going into the country to attettdaig 
morning service; which, however, was performed Mice 
a-day in the English Protestant Chapel. -^ 

As I passed, the people were going to chnieh. They 
appeared clean and well dressed. Some of the Mi^ 
faring women were attired, in what we call the Pajtih 
manner. They had large golden pendants in their eaumi 
and, it being Sunday, a small miniature on their bpcMt^ 
dejpending from a golden chain. The children himiig 
bed-gowns and caps, it gave them an old-fashioned Ibeki 
1 saw scarcely more working or -selling than is usoal' iv 
England. The shops were shut, and the dmrches seened 
well filled ; though I do not know whether they poanets 
accommodation for their ''churchable'' people. Perhaps 
in this provincial town, in the neighbourhood of Eng- 
land, a Protestant country, the Sabbath-day may -be 
kept in a way less unsuitable to its character, than it 
the case in the interior. And this is indeed tnie» M I- 
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afterwards found. I bethiiik me of comUig through the 

Palaie Royals on a Sunday evening, and such a so^ne is 

only to be paralleled in the fictitious wonders of the 

Aaabian Nights. The ca£b and shops were one uni- 

ftcsal flare. Groups of j;eatlemen andladiesi without 

niimb€flr, eiyoyed difierent species of regale. In truth, 

anoseiQttit is carried on. in Paris with an 'energy and 
« 
uaiimm^f thai^is^alniost frightful; and the solemn, 

modesti-and sequestered delights of piety r^ected and 

fimfeited. 

i ...Ittsttfveyingy however, for thefirst time^ a population 

of thirty millionSp it is a Cearfiil* judginent that charity 

hsMelf ladriven to form^ that only a few, a very few, 

shall be lavcd^ from* such a sum of destruction; the 

sinfcilraigiDrity choosing deliberately to perish, and pass 

thtiTi long, eternity, far from the smiles of the oounte-; 

naaoe of the Eternal. But although such pensive con- 

tmnflUtiowMitetot themselves on us in France, will Scot- 

klsd^ lufottisarrow inspectipn, much better stand the 

siamliny>?. .Tmly, if wa.are of this opinion, we onlj^ 

4mmkm ourselves and.our country*. Haying .gone fortl^ 

o£4he town by tthe:way of the sea-shore, I mounted.an 

emiiienee, where was an expanded sea view ; the ocean 

sQitodiaiight,. and stretched far and wide up to the 

taarisont;..tIie.sbores extended on either side, jretreated 

iatajb(Bau4i£il bays^ boeame salient again in points and 

lonlsriies i» the dislsooe». ampng. the bright waters, 

O 
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and finally receded out ef sigbt, in plaees '¥fiij fit 
away. - 1 . ; 

The spot being sc^itaryy andoot of ear-vbot/i M4- 
deavottted to wean my affections from this worlds ^aiMl 
chaunted psalms, and tried to delight myself aaid>4ile 
leaves of the record of truth. After some time spMit'lii 
this exercise, I turned my eyes oace more on Ftmkce, 
and bethought myself, is this the nniipirlcwm landwlmii 
courteous inhabitants we Islanders hsfe bees fot-yMto 
pursuing to the end of the earth, with flame, baUet^/uid 
bayonet ; whose wmnen H has been ovr chief glorjrito 
make widows, and their children orphans ? In tbe-coiiF> 
fusion of face for myself and my country, I almost iw>- 
got thai the fatal enmity had been reciprocal ; and mi 
the heights around this very Boulogne, was encanpad 
the army once destined to attempt the snljugaitioa-af 
Britain. . .*t\ 

Neverthelem, I felt at the moment an unwiUingBeas 
amountmg to horror, that the two sister natioiui shoold 
erer, erer again mingle in the ruthless strife ; and 
much excited, turned in thought to that prophiouB 
sage in Isaiah, Chapter XL, Verses 6 to 9^^^.*..Tkt 
wolf also shall dwell with the lamb^ and the kinpafri 
shall lie down with the kid ; and the calf, and the yoimg 
lion, and the fatling together, and a little child- sball 
lead them. And the cow and the beitf shall feed^ .dwir 
young ones shall lie down together, and the UonvabaU 
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^t «lraw like the ox. And the suduiig child shall 

jiiay on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shaU 

pvat bisi bfmd on. the cookatrice den. They.i|haU piot 

liiM:t nor deali»y ia all my holy nHHmtaui : &t the ea,rth 

^hitHL^he.fnU'Orthelianfvledgeof the lord, as.thewfUeri 

<^Te«.the,«ear/j. .. .'.rw .« 

. I >Z!hli mosl^beaevolent portion <of £My Writ stirred 19 

mtiiwaliiQni <ot4ttopchiag and delightful kind ; aiif(,^ 

>fMing paihe seeiie avouad» and repeating the pas/mge 

4rioivly,i I.f<^U>«nlo.that Bortof recitative, or sio^-r^o^ 

with ilrhieh ivovds drop foun a ■Mnd;in,a high staMrd^f 

^xcitalion. Bat Ldesistfroai farther txoMblingiyber^Pfder 

«ilte4i«kiaM of tireiinga, which vooietints, alaal wci^m 

"thd^flMnmingcImid and eaitly<l£w; besidesr the^ luee 

^taortla .between a man and hia own acmU |hatioug|^,tp 

jbeikflfi^JhMMuUy, and mast not bp diyulged ia .¥fMn«,r 

Another thing which I would take the liberty, 9C tf^ 

^^eommctoding to ordinaiy travellers wishing reaUj; to 

Mkmam-Fwum, is to study a little the «Mtte of! the P^- 

AirtAiitChiifch thera, and the tcaosactioaaof the Con- 

timi^Blal Afidety. 1 am aot sure that there is ajiy set 

^liaodtet^of the former. The Archives du Christianisme, 

■iginnrithlyi religious publication of Paris, may be found 

..mniftiWinnd is to be had at Truttel and Wurte, 8oho 

ittquaat';' and from thence any country bookseller may 

iouier>it* It costs only eight shillings per annwk» So^ie 

iirtmain l gn cc .with thai fiwisa Cliuioh,;iaiid thft.pfips^i^i- 
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tions of M. M. Malan, Mejanel, Olivier, and o^m, 
may be useful ; and it will be remembered that the form, 
government, and service of the Geneva; Trench, and 
Scotch Churches, are the same, viz., Presbyterial, Hc- 
cording to their respective standards. I presume, idflo, 
that the following may be consulted with advaiftag^, 
viz., Rose's Protestant Religion in Germany ; Dr.' Ffe 
Smith's Vindication of the Citizens of Geneva; that 
part of the late Apocryphal Controversy whioh lelaM 
to the state of Religion in Continental Europe, andet- 
hibited in Mr. Haldane's writings. 

In returning from English service in the afternoon; I 
was tempted to look into a Catholic Church — ^Inny 
tempted, because it is well known that there is a^strotfg 
feeling in our country, among the stricter sort, of the 
impropriety of even witnessing the errors of the Romab 
Service on a Sunday ; yea, even of going to an Episcopal 
Chapel on that day. Here was a dark solemn tettiple, 
the people sitting on a great number of small chauhi. 
Something was chaunted at the further end, in the sem- 
blance of man's voice, accompanied by a discordant ba0s 
instrument, of an unpleasant sound ; the words were 
pronounced in a prolonged grunting tone ; and, on tbe 
whole, it was not without feelings of antipathy and 
horror that I came close to, and beheld this wretched 
service, and those idolatrous images of pictures, candles, 
and figures, in the dark and lofty aisle, in flying from 
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whoM deadly profanation our ancestors were caught 
and burnt ia cruel flamcN* Alas I it is but just to Hay, 
that the congregation apiiearcd tobe devout, each read- 
ing a llomisb Catechisnif in the French languagCi 
charged* as I afterwards saw, with error and treachery, 
but with some mixture of the truth. At this most pain- 
ful sight* I could only ho|)e that some liiddeu ones amid 
all this coverture of ignorance and misrepreM*ntutiou, 
had settled their trust u)>on a higher and more spiritual 
olyect than tlie figure hanging over their heads, with 
his hands and ieet nailed to the board. In going down 
the town* 1 found the principal congregations dismiss- 
ing — saw some of the black-robed gentry of the prirHt- 
hood, with episcopal hats and bands — some nuns also in 
a pale woollen dress, with beads hanging to their sides, 
like bunches of keys. I got home, not in the best frame, 
with all this circumstance of |M>pcry ; and though my 
landlord informed me that the steam-packet had ar- 
rived, and that it was usual to go and see the company, 
I preferred retiring to my chamber, over the beautiful 
gjMKlen, with its lofty walls ; and so passed the evening 
in those studies and meditations 1 had been accustomed 
to in my native land, and esca|)ed the affliction of wit- 
nessing the afternoon of a French Sabbath . 
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This iBoniiiig I sallied ibrtk, dicdomuy ui foekct^ 
ftnd 8tra}'ed along the hi^bulHlackngqiM^,mtbeeo«l 
of the day. Being naturally tacitnniy' even smoogkaiy 
tfendsy and having from a€hild«nantipBtiiy,aineti|rt» 
ing almost to abhorrence, to address a stranger ok -any 
occasion, it may be judged in . what a plight Ivnmi 
when it was necessary to aceostforeigBers'itt aaaism 
language. I thought at first I never could bave<lgdt 
myself to break the ioe. I saw -munbenk of-^peafAs 
walking leisurdy on the: beach, who seemed tO'4wvi^ 
little to do but look about them; and I res<il¥ed;rslio*« 
cessively to attempt eadi of these numbersr - But^whtte 
I encountered a sMoaB party together^' my pnideiioo4ie«^ 
came predondBant. Now, methought-, I shi^HteifNiH 
I meet an individufd by . Inn^elf ; the third pessonf siil*-' 
gular is best in this ease, punned I ; let the pluftl^^. 
la the future time ; and so I- let thaH opportuait^igOt 
When the individual in thf^'third fierson singulariBamc^ 
he was either loddng a wrong way, or thesre wa»g bt |Ht4 
thing I judged repubtve in his physiognomy^^ ^oftthe.i 
seemed in haste. Oh, said I at last, thut some of thesi s 
respectable-'lookingfisherwomen^ with their tigtewaisibi^; 
and short bunchy petticoats, would ask me to purdnse 
mackerel ! But I dare not trust myself in the motley>?<- 
coloured group of buyers and sellers, lest they tiltec ait. 
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my UDoouth exprefiions. What is it that we ouneivei 
penoet^« to be ladterMt in thcf atttoipts of a fomgiMr 
Id tmfXcj ellr'languagle^aDd is the bu ng l ed piec^ ai 
work"he makes >ofil fitted' to oxeite ridioile?' AddisOtt 
somewhere states it to be ihJb >(qphiioii of a certaii philo^ 
sopher^ tbat-tiie ps roe p He t of the ridieuioas>is geaerated 
intbe*miiid' from -• ebmparison b etw oe a ourseh^eo aad 
tbe'olgect-«f .oar vdrthy in wUch we deteet somo^adraiib 
tafto we possess Offer- the other s and Jie ooaciades, iluft 
if tfus be the easei it would be more proper, instead >of 
tellinf aisanthathe waav^ merry, to saythe waa.im^F 
prood.' On this* sutrfeet' it-has been remarked by tMb 
velleKi, that the fVenek do net indulgv the irrational and 
ooarse immour of laoghtng at a foreigoen merelyi b»- 
eanseheteanot at first master thehrknguageix* I ha?o 
taadO'tho same obsenration on the Scoteli<Higlilander«, 
of whose speeeb', at' onetime, I attempted^to possess 
myself. This dass- of my- countrymen' are generally 
acknowledged to be superior to their Lowkffd bretbren- 
in oourtesy and politeness.- Whether the Rpeach^md tUf 
Highlanders, therefore, do not in fact disootper any thing 
tO'lsMgh'at in the obvious imperfectioa with which a 
stranger must always use- a new language, or whether 
their 'uatiTe dhrUity eorers with theroboof charity the 
**-ora^ traditions" of their foreign acquaintaacey I shall 
not take upon myself to decide* - Be that as it may," I 
Mt a sort of inferiority to the meanest fishes^boythAt 
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aaonteied on the quay, merely because he enjpyed 9^ 
acGompUshineDt ia perfection, to which I could joiake 
scarcely a claim. But, judging that one oumot always 
stick upon trifles, I mustered resolution, first to addresp 
one idler with a '' il fut beau temps^ Monsieur," and a 
botched endea?our to say something favourable of the 
dinutte of the country. I next asked some questions 
about the boats in the stream ; and thus, by diegrees, 
took courage. Afterwards, seeing .an elderly person at 
perfect leisure, I made up to him, who proved extremely 
conversable, speaking freely in a short time about his 
family affairs, wife, children, and poverty. He stated 
himself to have been formerly sergeant of Napoleon's 
corps de garde, and to be now out of employ : so, in 
fine, I engaged him for the day at two shillings and six- 
pence, to show me ** tout chose;*' I being amazed to 
find myself get on so well with the language, and he in- 
msting that I spoke very good French indeed. 

Afiter breakfast, I went out with my conductor, and 
we made tolerable conversation. I had my pocket dic- 
tionary, and was obliged occasionally to consult the 
same. We proceeded first to the ramparts of the old 
town ; and having ascended, my guide, instead of direct- 
ing my acquaintance to any vbible objects presently in 
existence, recurred to the past ; to a period when Bou- 
logne and her environs was the point to which were at- 
tracted the regards of France and of all the world : for 
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there the army of England Tepoaed itself, like ' a lion 
couchant, before gathering its strength to eroM the 
channel^ and brush away the ofiensite obstacle that 
kept the emperor from a distinct view of universal do- 
minion. The civil Frenchman did not tell me all this 
in so many words ; but I saw that his heart was in 
those long lost, stirring days of hope and energy, from 
the enthusiasm with which he showed the site of the 
different corps in the immense encampment. Here such 
a regiment of cavalry were hutted, and the artillery itself 
occupied the entire of such and such an enormous space. I 
cannot say that my imagination was much kindled by his 
description : the French army of England was generally 
lield up to scorn in Great Britain ; and my thoughts 
were more excited by what, at the period in question, 
had been taking place on our own side of the channel, 
under the denominationof the Volunteer System; which 
case some rhymer has thus stated as follows, in an mi* 
dress to dead Bonaparte :— 



•* TIm ttrmiftli of saekat Unsslisr thts andoiMb 
lUsloM teat ktoMth thj stroke, thj ^giona prMt 
Onwmrd in batta, cbe«r*d hj the glorious ' Sun 
Of Attsterllti,* and drunken with tuecess. 
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« Thsu atAlu*4st tba emporpled pride of mightjr ones, 
Chaatised and away'd by thy audacioua arm ; 
Till Europe, weeping, saw her kingly thrones 
Deposed and lereird mid wild war's alarm. 
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«< France, like a Torkith liarein« was dose ihoU 
Crouching thy lad and iron yoke beneath ; 
And gloomy dungeons were the hapless lot 
Of gallant foes, silence, and nameless death. 

'* And patriot breasts of France desponding heav'd, 
And moumM ftAr freedom's Itly trodden down, 
TIH uniTcrsal rule thkie eye coaieeit*d, 
4ikd pois*d the foremost awoqp *^ BngUnd*!. crown-, 

** R«iu*d at the menace, ttraight the haaghty Isle 
Took firc^ and Tibratiog with proud alarqi% 
Swells every heart, and stirs the very soil; 
And the bright sun applauds a realm in arms. 
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'< Que voice, one soul ! and darkly now has frowD*d 
Majestic Nore ; Old English Counties wield 
^e might of centuries : with rapturous bound 
The Highland Glens rush to th* indignant Held;** 
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rTbe.cattparU of the old, or upper towm of BoidogM^ 
aie twenty or thirty feet across, and planted with tneesc 
they Ibrm a healthy and pleasant walk. Sevapal^e^ 
gentlemen were moving about, at seated on the bencJM^ 
reading. Children, and their nursery maids, pandM 
slowly around. We saw several English. It is « msttar 
of skill, to be acquired only by practice, to diseoniP 
whether any one is, by their outward look, Freneh^aw 
English ; my guide easily detected the latter, but I dui 
not ; the men especially. Afterwards I found it eavy to 
discover an English lady, particularly when cdnliontad 
with the Parisian belles. 1 do not pretend to be pase^ 



ticularly knowing in the mysteriiSs of feinale grace, but 
I confess that even I was struck with the peculiar points 
of French beauty. Far be it from me to detract from 
the eminence of my country in this respect ; but the 
attractions of a French woman do not seem to be of the 
same character as those of a British fair. When we 
arrive at Pains I shall request my reader's attention to 
some observations oa the character of its women ; the 
subject is one which must necessarily engross the atten- 
tion of a visitant, in as much as the most important 
departments of human life, and the chief management 
of its concerns, are consigned by this nation to the 
charge of its matrons— a method practised in no other 
that I have heard of. Nevertheless, even in the pro- 
vincial towns, the superiority of French females, in their 
owa ilepartment, is striking. One may here freqiiefitly 
observe' a pretty woman, pointedly dressed : it is im- 
pMsy^B' to mistake her for an Anglaise. She seems 
quite -a more perfect creatare as to mere externals. ( 
Irast, that on this important subject, I shall not be mis- 
apprehended by my friends on our own side of the 
water r: undoubtedly, in some highly-gifled British fe* 
nubs, we perceive not only outward grace and beauty, 
bat a fascinating retreatfulness, or a hardy innoeenoe; 
ftoountenanee whence the mind itself, the essence of 
tniebeeutyr breaks through and bestows such a supre^ 
asaey of fSeaftwra, as is na where else to be reached. < I 
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(k>not ity that the Freiioh daaiMftfeiBistKM of a pot- 
WHioii like this ; pofaqw they do not -aspire to mdi ex- 
isted raeasnre of lafeliBess. But there miiBt be oonofded 
to them the ntflsost accuracy of coetmiie,fiiipreiiie elegance 
of movemeDty and adf-poeeeiiion. - It ia worth irfuk 
coHiing to France to see a oom|4ele French huly, who 
alone teems capable of exhibiting of what * gFsat beauty 
of attftnde the human form is susceptible, and of daniMi- 
strating the perfection of toumure and meias and aalo 
comrtenanccy the Tisage of Madame is, wfasn she^chooaes, 
qmie radiant with smiles^ without a partide of the gri- 
mace and affectation which we are accustomed tocavpk 
in our notions with French politeness. I am not quali- 
fied to judge of the ezqubite relish which, it is. said, 
intercourse with the highest society of Paris, cUcAy 
feminine^ is fitted to inspire ; but, bom what I havv 
seen, I am prepared to believe, that the coUoquial ex- 
edlence of the Frendi tongue, and the consu«unate 
elegance of their mannen^-may c<mspire to render it 
very delightfid. 

t In looldttg further into my notes respecting Boulogne, 
although every trivial occurrence that took place, and 
every object, however unimportant, were, to me inex- 
pressibly interesting, because they were new and French* 
I am not. sure that a detail of these would cmariliale 
thefiMTourof the reader: I therefore. pass by the firilow-* 
ing matters, which I have taken down in my daily me- 



i$tfifeitLinm4 a* wiworti^y of wi.elabortto copsideration, 
j«u*u:dwttpaJsf pf. a fifner^ c%wm>fky with which we 
iNtoo Jul Qpnla<it*7a b^auUful apparitioa of iiilant girli^ 
Mi^;«iiOJiyiifkle oC a greea biii, pickiog dfiimt^^ii^ 
JiUW JF^QeiM;U'tongi|^,goiog lik^ |o many reputing 
Mi/^tiaixT^-tJN»«a]|dM(o^ oimelvep 

^iAlii4oiMi|laMe»i»£ igUu^t in ^ heat of the day» an4 
i«iirMl^imriatiop,th(»[fupoii--a betyveen a mktdie- 

«giii ipfiTflK^o^^indJlMf npMMtheTf wherein he weat iat^.tl^ 
^iaaid»» And tpiA ,op9n hia waistcoat, cried m4 atf^Jpi 
ilMytiliaafiiUy;) . hifi pamit. peniattog ia^wbal i«be ./waa 
iOiaivtwith a.JMKjba moat inexorably and, the neigb^ 
JMmujP lyniMibiziiig.wiah the.. poor ladr^my apeech of 
ibtaiceiaioain favour of my guide to the landlordi witli 
alMudetyof Olher matter very important to me« but wi^ 
wbidhil sealiy muit jaot trouble otJber people. , 
-i(Biltatl|ub indolent mode of performing my work will 
BD^Jongec auffice, if<Mr we bad now arrived atwbat ,my 
yuigkiieemed to (mve no doubt waa equal to one of :jtha 
original wonders of the world ; and when a traiteller ia 
toUlgeat of jurcbiteetare, ui any of ita dqiartmenta, . he 
tegfat to call;up hia critical powera, for the purpoae of 
elieitinf aH the hidden beauties of cornice and frieae* 
laimniiing over defects, and auggesting those emotaonfi 
ofaMrpriae^whmh the eight of a noble -fabric is calculated 
toraiae hi.the mind* After this preamble, be it knowa, 
tiMrt tfiSi^ere.naiv At the foot of the Coloane de Napfo* 

H 



80 

leoDy a handsome pillar of two hundred feet high, which 
had been erected in the neighbourhood of Boulogne, ai 
the expense of the army of England. Whatever idea^ 
the sight of this edifice stirred in my mind, I have by 
this time forgot ; but I recollect that it gave my con- 
ductor the hundredth opportunity he had possessed 
throughout the day of descanting upon the mmts, 
numbers, appearance, divisions, tents, booths, squares, 
streets, accommodation, and general state of the aroay 
of invasion ; who, therefore, took advantage of the 
elevated situation we had got to, and bestowed upon 
me, once more, an accurate account, geographical aad 
statistical, of the whole encampment, which had ex- 
tended for miles throughout the region, and which, to 
say the truth, must have been a grand spectade. 

After this detail, which I confess was to me rather 
dry, we fell in with an equestrian party, male and fe- 
male, who seemed to be in high spirits, making the road 
to resound with their merriment. I asked my guide if 
these ladies were French : to which he replied, mth a 
smile, in the negative — that they were my own country-- 
women, having ** Fair plus jovial et hardi queneles 
antres francaises." I was obliged to admit the correct- 
ness of my guide's report of the difference of the Eng- 
lish look and manner. On the whole, it has stmek ine 
that my compatriots give themselves considerable airs 
in France, talking loud, and ordering waiters, postillimis. 
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shopkeepers, and tradesmen, with great intrepidity aiid 
peremptoriness. This is submitted to by our neighbourv 
f)rom various reasons, — first, their general politeness, 
which reluctantly permits any retaliation even to rude- 
ness, — ^next, the extreme convenienoe of having a rich 
profuse English family as a customer, — and, lastly, the 
French prudently bear with boisterous demeanour some- 
times from the English, because they have a mistaken 
but strong impression, that the whole British population 
are perfect masters, and it may be mistresses, of tliat 
glorious science of defence, taught at the Fives* Court, 
and that it might be inexpedient to risk a personal con- 
flict witl\ an blander of either gender. 



'* Outof the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks :'* 
although 'the world is a goodly prospect, and was once 
pronounced very good by its great Creator ; yet, as the 
present scene is only transitory, methinks both our 
thoughts and conversation might naturally and cordi- 
ally revert to the interests of a future state of existence : 
that this is not the case shows us in an unfavourable 
point of view ; and one of the best things I can wish, 
both for myself and my reader, is, that we may be able 
to comprehend, with all saints, the dimension of God's 
love in Christ Jesus, and have our tongues loosened to 
speak his praise at all times. 
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I found, from my guide, that there was no Pkotestanl 
French Church at Boulogne. I asked if he had read 
the Bible, but he replied, ithat the common people did 
not mind such things ; it was for the priests to do so. 
I endearoured to speak with him seriously on the suh- 
ject ; but Napoleon seemed to be his idol, and the en*- 
campment of the grand army his heaven, or notion of 
perfect happiness. He stated, however,' that here thcf 
priests did not dare to molest the people reading the? 
Scriptures. In the course of the day I touched ^pon 
subjects of this nature, and found that his idea of death 
was a perfect equality ; but whether by annihiliftion or' 
not, I did not discover. When the time came to part, 
I spoke more at large, and said, that, as we should 
never probably meet in this world again, I would ear- 
nestly recommend him to commence the study of the 
word of God, and gave him something towards pur- 
chasing a copy : the man seemed struck and somewhat 
moved, and thanked me, solemnly, in the name of him- 
self and children. This was so far agreeable ; bat 
whether any good would result from it, it is impossible 
to say. 

In the evening, I might have repaired to the Salle dv 
Spectacle, or Theatre; but have a scruple upon this 
subject, which some would call a prejudice. The mere 
act of dramatic representation may be good, bad, or at 
least inexpedient, according to its subject and concomi- 
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tants. To represent vice in pleasing colours, and to 
set off a spurious morality, is one of the most treache- 
rous conspiracies that ever helped to cut off virtue from 
a land ; and that this is the ordinary gist of our plays 
is undoubted. The accompaniments of British play- 
acting are truly dreadful ; it is an attendance on a 
diversion, in common with those of both sexes, who are 
avowedly abandoned to the brutal uttermost of moral 
pollution. I have sometimes had an Utopian idea, that 
the Theatre could not only be purged, but made the 
pregnant source of much advantage to mankind. Sup- 
pose a conversion scene deeply depicted, awfully de- 
veloped, making impressions on the audience similar to 
the religious awakenings at Cambuslang and other 
places ; — at the midnight hour, the horrible distress of 
an alarmed conscience, lighted up and represented with 
scenic strength ; the audience lost in reverential fear ; 
the fatal symptoms increase, agony becomes despair, 
and the subject insupportable : perhaps this might not 
be an unfavourable moment for the still small voice of 
the gospel to speak forth in terms of deep and bound- 
lessaffection ; making its way to hearts already appalled, 
and, it may be, melted by the dreadful apparition of an 
offended law of God. Thus have I dreamt. Neverthe- 
less, it is true, that the French Theatre is not particu- 
larly an incipient resort for criminal courses, but par- 
takes more of the nature of a rational amusement. It 
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is clearly expedient, however/ to give up some gratifi- 
cations in the way of self-denial, while a dubiety exists 
regarding them : therefore, although dramatic represen- 
tation, as it at present stands, may be the perfection of 
rational amusement, I don't judge it hard to resist its 
allurements. 

I walked out between eight and nine in' the (evening. 
The French are said to be a nation who live out of 
doors ; the climate invites to this, and the airless state 
of the lower stories in the houses in Paris at least, drives 
to it. There were many promenaders on the quays^ and 
many more sitting out in the streets enjoying the genial 
air, which has now quite a summer feeling. The inte- 
rior aspect of the dwellings of the lower orders being 
much disclosed, from the width of the doors and win- 
dows, I could descry many varieties of the roturier 
class — father and mother, with their families, seated 
round a table, some at books, some conversing, or en- 
gaged in writing. Education among them is much more 
universal than in England ; indeed, it seems to be on an 
equality with North Britain. My late guide had read a 
good part of English and French history. In reply to 
some remarks of mine on the French Revolution, he 
quoted parallel cases from the reign of Charles the First, 
and Cromwell's usurpation. 

But the deep knowledge of the Scotch peasantry 
in theology and its relative sul>jects, which, besides 
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other advantages, has a strong tendency to mature and 
strengthen the mind, is awanting in France. The in- 
side of the meanest house here is very picturesque. I 
saw no filth or mal-arrangement ; the zooms are peculi- 
arly large, lofty, and airy ; there is a good deal of neat- 
ness and brightness ; clean curtains and bed-covers. of 
deep and striking colours ; chests of drawers and book- 
cases, scarcely inferior to mirrors in lustre, and an air 
of antiquity about the whole. 

' I now found out what had been the source of an tin- 
discoverable sensation of pleasure, which i had secretly 
enjoyed in looking around me since coming to France : 
whereas, Scotch antiquity in buildings and manners is 
altogether French, having been derived from that coun- 
try under old alliances; I was now surrounded with 
many objects, whose air and appearance were not new, 
but were, in some sort, the beau ideal my mind had 
formed of ancient Scots modes. All our old-fashioned 
gentility in manor places, pleasure grounds, and gar- 
dens, seems to have been received by our ancestors ffom^ 
their ancient French friends, — fashions which are now 
romantic and venerable. One great charm of the tales 
of Waverley and Guy Mannering, has to me always 
been the foreign, but antique manner of the- things and 
transactions. The Pier of Leith, with its alien-looking 
crews of strange vessels, presents a more interesting 
scene than the more naval and bustling ports of the west. 
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Tuesday, 29tk April. 
Having taken my place in the diligence, I this day 
piooeeded towards Paris. The distance is about 17& 
miles ; we travelled all night, and arrived at Paris next 
dajr about noon. The route lay through Abbeville, 
Beauvaisy and Saint Denb. I could only procure a 
seat in theRotonde, the back part of the diligence, and 
the most disagreeable. And now, on recurring to my 
notes, I found a chasm in the time between Boulogne 
and Paris ; for I had detailed my journey in a letter to 
a friend at home : and as this part of my travels is filled 
with first impresttons, the reader will perhaps accept of 
its perusal. 



Tuesday, 2d May, 1828. 

My dear , 

. I wrote you. from ]^rmingham, London, and Bou- 
logne, all which I hope you received. Here am I, at 
last, with every thing French all around, every word 
uttered, tone of voice, turn of the sound, all new and 
foreign ; if by chance, in the midst of the quick and 
g^itle vociferation of these lively people, you think yoa 
hear an English word, you are mistaken ; it is some 
IVttich vocable, that means quite a different thing. 
But to proceed methodically, (I was going to say a. fa* 
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methods, or tome such " a la/') having my place ia 
the diligence from Boulogne, I set off on Tuesday at 9, 
a. ro. The spring is now decidedly French; that is» as 
hot as a Scotch summer. Not having sufficiently ad- 
verted to this, I found myself in rather awkward cir- 
cumstances, with a parcel of Scots flannels on my back, 
of which I had to denude myself, as shall afterwards be 
told. The French diligence has often been described* 
I was first struck with its enormous size, and monstrous 
clumsiness. It contains three compartments : in front, 
the body of a chaise holding three ; next, a coach hold- 
ing six ; and then a box holding four, called Rotonde ; 
the whole elevated on four wheels of prodigious breadth 
and strength. The conductor, or guard, is on the roof 
among the luggage, to which region he attiuns by some 
little steps in the side : the vehicle is dragged at about 
six miles an hour, by five horses, of a gentle dowdy 
kind, though tolerably strong : none of the French horses 
that I have seen come near to the power and generosity 
of the English breed ; but they seem tractable and not 
unwilling, and toddle on wonderfully, with their ears 
slouching between their fore-legs. But I must not for- 
get the chief feature of this old-fashioned, three-century- 
behind mode of travelling ; namely, the postillion in his 
jack-boots, larger and deeper than a pair of " water- 
stoups," which, at the different stages, appear standing 
ill the middle of the road, along with the fresh horses. 



It is matter of skill to get into these ponderous nur- 
chines, and of strength to mount. The harness is iH ap- 
pointed, old, brown, and broken, mended with string 
and ropes. As the road is much up and down hill, the 
postillion is much off and on, to ease the bimrses, 
and repair the things; he manages sometimes ercn 
to run a litUe beside the carriage. How abanrd this 
old piece of travelling costume ! . A French postalUon 
ought to have a pair of pumps instead of boots* In his 
fullest dress, (for each appears as he finds it couT^nient^) 
a postillion has a glazed hat, which my eyes found to 
their cost, glancing in the sun ; a blue jacket, slashed 
with red ; yellow buckskins ; a large whip; — he sits oo 
the last horse to the left hand, and drives the three 
leaders — his tongue does not lie one moment, either 
speaking to the horses, to some one on the road, half- 
turning to bestow a word on the conductor, or hold short 
conferences with the passengers in the first chaise, or 
Goup^— 'he is altogether in perpetual motion of all parts 
of the body ; and as if that were not enough, his hair 
being en queue, bobs on the back of his neck cod- 
tinually, which has a most ludicrous effect. In the firoDt» 
which is much the preferable seat, was an old fat Eog* 
lish dame, her daughter, and a cage of canary birds,— to 
fill the blank seat, I suppose, for the English do not 
spare money to escape the frightful contingencies of 
French travellings of which they are horribly afiraid ; 



the ioM of his comfotta being, to an Anglaia, next to the 
tortura itself. In the middle coach was a gentleman/ 
his lady, two children, and their ** bonne ;" a sort of 
npper character of the nursery-maid kind. I believd 
iliia fellow-traveller was a gentleman ; at the same time,* 
I bavenot yet learned to ascertain the difference between 
a patrician and a roturier'; they all smack of the samef 
thing. In Great Britain you know a gentleman at once ; 
it is almost impossible to mistake him : here I suqieet 
thb is not the case ; the manner of the common folk id 
somewhat on- a par, so to speak, as to good breedfay; 
But this is perhaps my present absence of discrimiMw- 
tion. The men of upper station seem, to an Engiidi 
eye, to have something questionable in their appear* 
ance, approaching to what we would call a genteel 
blackguard. I could only get a place in the rotonde 
unless I would wait another day. Here was an old 
maidish girl of fifty, who spoke a very fast sort of patoisi 
as I thought. You will think I am rather premature to be 
able to oritioise the dialects already ; but I can now per^ 
ceive it, I am, perhaps, thus forward iu treating (tf this 
matter, as none here will believe I am only a few days in 
France, lipeak the language to very well I Is this French 
poUtesse merely, think you ? Or has our northern way 
of leading Greek and Latin, (the same as the Gontinen* 
tal mode,) and our Scotch (H and r, the effect of placing us 
mose advantageously as to pronunciation than our Eng- 



liab neighbours ^ We bad further an old uf^y tyndr<PMa(, 
and a young good-k>oku]g gicl> who, I ikmi^:9$tSx9^ 
was his daughter, bat found afiterwaid»iivaSit^.tiV>^. 
I had some conversation with him« He told flie hft.lMd 
a cousin at Aberdeen, whom he was going .40 irtlf^fl4 
always *' let wit** jthat I am a Sootohman .^;tU| $epm» 
more afiectioa than the AngUis obtaiow Xhfs^MelK^ 
spectfed for thmr wealth , and on aeoouni of tbev gyHWiPif 
ment and nation ; but they are not lihsd^ and? ggnejrtly 
se^i to hdd theur heads high in Franoe. .Sii^<tll^^j(||p 
Scotch, as I was told, were niore-5' bien aijn6»|'{isfe^ 
1814 and 15, in Paris, than the English } -aild«r mrmf 
oveTf in the *^ ancien temps," the alliance bel^tM^Mlip 
French and Soots was dose, while-hostili^ wi4^ 7(r^M(? 
has (wevailed from time immemorial. All thif,jifee;tcm|i 
mon people seem to know, for they are great »f^§#||f^ 
and have some idea of history all of them, in th€(4mo 
way. But even thb bespeaks a nation further a4fvuiqfri 
than the -English. La jeune dame was ap^gh^^^fllHl 
agreeable : she now and then half sung, half f* f9fo§qf(^ 

a pretty chanson; called out to the beggar gurls^.'^i^^h'B^ 
bye, my dear;" for it b the iashion of the ^'>f|gft^i<ff 
speak, a little English. She, moreover, noWiliad,'|)|^ 
imitated the ducks, and the crowing of the.cock^-;ff|g[ 
wdl indeed ; for the French excel in all little Tfj^ft^ 
of that kind*; What further amusement and d^Kfl^rfl 
should haiK jMaped (fom the party iii the.x9tpi|^,|,| 
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know not, fur, altout the third *tagr, ihclirut Iwcome 
•0 iuAupportabk', th&t 1 couU) hum it no l<inH:''r, imt to 
mention (lie duat, > or i inch tliicic, on cvrty part it( our 
dreiin, (ihe n>tim<le ivoeivu and retain* idl thr dii«i of 
llie diligence,) and with the iMrininmon of the conduc- 
teur, i rendered inyjwlf on tlierooCof the roai^h, whicll 
I found like the deck uf a ntuani-botit, covered with 
tninkji, Ac. Here waa a nice brceie, txinicwhat utinKled 
with the fume* of the bad tobaccu of the cutiduiteur'i 
pi|N-, and alM> not a little adulterated with Uie Rnicll of 
Kveral baBketM of fiiih for the Pari" market, which hod 
been placed anionp; the luggap^e. The wind which 
fWMcd over thin medium, waa not preciiely " the ewcct 
•outh over a bed of violets :" hut it wem all well enough, 
mnd I hotl twen delivered from the horror* of the ro- 
tontte, and watt very content. To give French travel ail 
proper juHtice, the diligence wan extremely well hung, 
snd the roads wide and tolerable, mi that we swung 
■long comfortably enough. The whole Iruct through 
which we pnsited, nrnr two hnndnil niiks, I may de- 
lenbc as fcenerully treelea, and utterly fcnceleHH. A 
iMe map of country spreads itself as far as the eye can 
ftaoli, only diversified at thin Heaunn by the cheijuered 
Bftture of crop, and fnllowunplonghed Rround. It must 
te confessed this in extremely uninteresting. Through 
the whole jotirney I doubt if I Raw two gentlemen's seats. 
tn the same dintiiuce in Si-orland I should have seen a 



tbouMiid. What means this-^wbere do the ptf^fvi^Um 
reside I In Paris and tbe iieighboiiiin§^ iov^i^,;! .|mpf 
pese« Nay» I did not see a ** angle*' hsmthou^epu^f^ 
one — I mean situated by itself^^ ,The comntarj peof^ 
live in bandets or viUages- ; some^if these jure eiUreiody 
)pretty» with trees, gardens, greens,, and antique ehft^Elfkf 
iog looking cottages, and seats in theopen jair, aUd^^ 
and neat* Tbe men plough with bluish 6ificl^,jni 

• 

white nigbt-ci^is, with long crowns jtoihem*. TheoeMftf 
try women have handkeichiefr tied baiidson»dy,.a^ 
eioiply round their head ; with a pretty face |9|ifiL.i|i|^ 
features, this looks extremely elegant and AfHatic» .>Q^ 
in general, the women of tbe country are coar^^^and 
parched to a cinder with the sun« As the coiicb pAseed 
some of the pot-houses, where the boors seemed to .be 
dining or supping, the sight of us put them aU.i11to.g90d 
spirits, and they sang loud and long, holding que aiM^lier 
by tbe bands. If they had harmonised in psfrtSj^ it 
would have been good music; but France is ooi.tlp^ 
4and of perfect melody ; theirs is pretty, but jaQnofg^iT 
bus, and utterly void of any depth of sentiment.^., 09t 
then there is plenty of it : it serves to pass the tifne 4^9^ 
amuses the people. As in England, beggars^ and }M|yf 
and girls, follow the coach for charity., At the bc^t^^ 
of every hill, and these are not unfrequent, in thei^« 
lashioned imperfect manner of French lining of rqacjii 
these mendicants take advantage of the tedipusnesf^ pf 



ou^ pragrest. — " O, Madame, an petit foui, Marfaiuei 
plMir one pauvie miserable, Madame," toanded tone- 
tfaiiet rerj' sweetly from the lips of a pretty Ihtle French 
gM;-in lier Indian coiffure. 

On arriving at Abbeville, the aoene changes into town 
affairs and prospects. Here the people are better looked 
and better dressed — the women, almost all of them, 
possess grace and eleganoey utterly unknown in our 
ooantry, unless when it becomes very marked and ad- 
mired in some individual. Here is a most lofty cathe- 
isnl^ and straitish streets, with handsome old-fashioned 
hbiilises, tit five and six storeys* At the principal square 
of the town we stopt for dinner ; and for the first time 
aH' was French, as to the manner, though some dishes 
were suitable to the palate of the English ; pease-soup^ 
omelette, stewed pigeon, bmled veal and beef, with 
oflier dishes in sauce and hach^ that 1 knew not ; 
light'daret in plenty, and good beer ; bread of the roll 
kind in abondanoe ; the windows large, and thrown 
4ipen ; ^iutside seemed, a sort of eoffee*room for the 
Ibwer orders and middle ranks, who attended us, speak- 
ing, langhing, and making fun, as at a soH of small 
sight, auch as the landing of a steam-boat. The 
Rfench don't seem to feel awkward at being inspected 
and surveyed at their meals, from the peasant to the 
king ; which last, I believe, always used to eat in pub* 
lie; The old English lady wat eitimiely. sulky and 
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fretted ; she could eat nothing ; at last she thcNig^t idw 
would try some asparagus ; and, when reduced to de- 
apaiTy the long train of French serving-up finished with 
a leg of roasted veal, of which her daughter* with 8<lnie. 
coaxing, got her to partake. I did not think of taking 
wine ; however. Monsieur le Conducteur, having dit* 
charged part of a bottle into my tumbler, I foand it do 
pretty well with water, by reason of the heat. Ihe 
mid coach department had two fine children.; so pretty,. 

that Miss , the daughter, said they were quite 

like English children indeed. About seven we reauined' 
our journey, through a pretty wooded country, with 
some streams of water and mills ; the afternoon really 
charming. On turning, I saw the sun set almost be^ 
tween the pinnacles of Abbeville cathedral, a most splen* 
did sky, from which Monsieur le Conducteur augured m 
good day to-morrow. The moon soon came into the 
place of her ardent compagnon du voyage ; and the 
charms of this climate became more perceptible, the air 
soft, genial, and cooler, as the night advanced. This 
put me into such good spirits, that, between the horn 
of ten and eleven, I treated the conducteur to varioun 
Scotch airs and songs, with scn4>s of Handel, Mosart, 
and other celebrated composers. In return, he sang me 
a military chanson : it was something in the style of a 
lament, and his voice being good, it was by no meana 
unpleasant. And, upon the whole, the moon, the mu* 



sic, Hie beiug in France, the aA'air was becoming very 
romantic. Wheu sudilenly, in approaching the skirts of 
a forest, our music was stopt — not by ihe terrific yell of 
war-wboopiug robbers, or the roaring of monsters of the 
wood — but by tunes mure luuiJ, deep, and sweet, than 
the notes of our blackbird ; and so, fur the first time in 
my life, I was aware of the notes of the far-famed night- 
ingale. At first, however, I felt that it was quite ab- 
surd in a bird to sit up all night, in a cold wood, carol- 
ling ; and 1 was half inclined to appi'ovc more of the 
conduct of our blackbirds and mavises at home, who/ 
by this time, were gone to bed, like sober, orderly per- 
sons. Tliia oocturnul harmony may suit the opera- 
KRgers of Paris, and nightingales of France, thought I, 
but docs not comport with my present notions ; but by 
and bye, perhaps, 1 may like the untimeous wouilland 
raelody. Between eleven and twelve I descended into 
tlie rotoiide, and slept pretty well for some hours ; but 
about five, re-ascended : and on we went, through a 
country and through towns like those we had passed, 
breakfasting at Beauvais, I think. On going into the 
room, I found the old English dame coming out, with a 
" No, no, 1 shan't dejeune to-day I" After a while, 
however, and some ntcditatlon, she returned, and par- 
took of coffee, rolls and eggs, which was brought for 
Eoglishers. There was roasted fowl, hams, stewed 
vetl, &c. Arc., with wine fot all persons. 

•"' »'■■■" "■ i'-'l^:- '-f -■-■■ 
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And now my feelings of interest, whidi luiire 9iM^ 
abounded towards tiie concerns of this gtecthostik^ni^ 
pire, iiegan to concentrate theni sel fe s on FEtfis ; M\Mk 
doubtless daims to be the citadel whence ' Ae sU c agih 
of Tuk, \xw, literatufe, srience, and imitative ^kedktikt 
ot every species^ emanate to the remotest ebnftiestiSibe 
land ; being the authorised sonroe of hkbamt^rmikdihe 
elect scene of great Datiomrievent, 4n all ages wiWttaA 
history. My eyes, therefore, weK not Mle,* ^ivhfle^ve 
were yet ten mOes from the metro|»olis,' gumgutg^ytiku 
various aspects of the surroondin^ country^ ^vMiag^m 
the heights of Montmartve, or prying to diseofver'tiM^ 
spires of Notre Dame, or some other of the ^ kmlrt 
edifices of the capitd. I know net whether there 
any great towns in the world, whose first sight wW 
tain the weight of enlarged expecftation v London 
tainly does not, and, I suppose, neither does Phrk ^ 
the village of St. Denis, howeveti some miles dlilwt/ 
Che plot began to thidcen. Here we saw the first mp pt mr ^ 
ance of denser population ^an the country afibfdvs 
several small public conveyances were crowded* with 
company, going to or coming from the eity. Art ih&m 
captains, thought I, or customhouse ofiioerB ?-'~tiKM» 
figures, decent looking but sloudiing, who are hovn^pag- 
on the streets, with ooeked-hats, swords, and bfaie Mii« 
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form. They were iadeed )>flTt of the far-famed army of 
France ; but looked like ^ubaltems of our lornl militiB. 
Of the ftppcarame of their military, howerer, we shall 
discourse again. 

After one has made his way, through mean and dirty 
Buburlis, into the thick of Paris, the first view is delec^ 
t«ble with picturesque novelty. The narrow ond gloomy 
streets are lined with magnificent ranges of storeys; 
■even and eight piled above each other ; so that, iit 
■ome strait places, he would be agile that could, from 
almost twilight depth»i, in a close carriage, cnteh a 
glimpse of blue sky. But even in the poorest alleys; 
the architecture of tlie houses may be tenned superb. 
They are generally of atone, with deep and rich cor- 
nices, balustrades, verandas, anil large Venetian blinds 
outside of the windows : nothing in the city way eaii he 
finer than the boundless continuity of these tall stnic- 
tares ; although black, and even sonoetimes dirty witfc 
age and perverse carelessness, yet, for all thai, lltua- 
trious looking and venerable. 

What with solemn grandeur, narrowness, darkness, 
and dirt, the streets are perfectly wonderful. There i» 
no pavement ; but the whole is a slippery eauiewRy of 
whin-stones, each of about nine inches cube, whiclt 
slopes down towards the middle, where flows an ample 
kennel full of water of all colours ; and 1 confess I ha<t 
sfterwiirds reaaon to conelode, that those lodgers wen 



hapiniept ia this pec^kd haunty whoee. bedr-cbaipber^ 
were aloft, at the most remote distance from thip iol^acHt 
tory pest. . The carriages and cabridet^i or public gigs^ 
drive briskly, or rather furiously along ; .the horse ;9if the 
latter dashing in the middle of the cunent of puddle^ 
or .perhaps one wheel therein to the depth o^ .spme 
inches* There seems nothing of proteption fyt foqtp 
passengers ; nay, .sometimes there appears to be little 
else for them but destr^ctio^,• In the ^trp^ .th/ey. 
draw themselves dose up to the wall, beside, a sboi^t 
perpendicular stone-pillar, whi€;h is a defence, to the 
houses from the wheeb, and so let the redJess vf^yle 
pass. ., 

. It is a proof that the northern nations, long ago, 
did not think for themselves, when they formed. their 
streets so narrow, and reared their houses to the skies, 
merely because their patterns, the southern city-builders, 
adopted this mode, in order to exclude the fierce heats 
of almost tropical suns. If one could, however, from the 
streets of Paris, descry th^ space in the air abqve the. 
roofs of the houses, there would be remarked no such 
scene of smoke and blackness as occurs in the contem- 
plation of a British town; all above is comparatively, 
pure and serene, like our villages about four o'clock of- 
a. summer's morning, before the fires have been kindled :. 
and this is one of the first things that strike the Eng-r, 
lisb passenger on his approach to the metropolis, as its 



inhabitftnts think it is, of the moHt ciikJTatcd uattna in 
ihe world . 

On the arrival of our ponderous conveyance, at « 
cCTtain place near the middle of the town, we we«t ott^ 
der a gateway, and into a court ; anil the gates bein^ 
immediately closed, all the Tfit)ble of idlers were ki'pt 
out, and we had lime to ^ct down and quietly arran^ 
our hig:gage, whldt was slightly exatniited l>y a customu 
house officer in attendance, who. on feeling a little about 
the top of iny portmanteau and hnvresac, said, in a po* 
lite manner, that all was riglit. ' 

Sonic of the people in the court presented cords, and 
reconimeTided hotels ; but, in my case, without success, 
as 1 had got M. le Condnctcur to nBtneonetoroewhicb 
he could recommend. 

The reader, being aware how Important it is to choos^ 
a proper hotel, may perchance be desirous of knowing 
tile motives and grounds of preference which induced mt 

to settle hi the Hotel de . In the first place, on 

this subject I had prc'determined to deny myaeir, for A 
■pace, the agreeable compony of my countrymen, upon 
two pretences. The first, that I wished to we the French 
per te; as k were, to witness absolute foreign lift; 
and moreover, to Uiake such slight improvement as tints 
would permit in the politest language in Europe, as the 
French tlicmsctves persist in denominating their own, 
although it has been very well termed an vnmttrimt, 
tkort, and truncated dialect. ' 
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My next motive was a financial one : but I 
from opening up particulars here, as my reader, cour- 
teous though he be, may not be the first that jiidge$ of 
a man, in some slight degree, by the weight of hisywve^ 
Nevertheless, it may, be of profit jto hint, jkhat P^ujisiiui 
hotels kept by Englishmen are not much more qcooQnu? 
cal than those in London. On asking , the conducteiir 
to recommend me to ^ good cheap . hotel, , h^ took. ;ip$ 
Hretty much at my word, as a parsinumipiis Frepd^Hjjfti 
would understand it, and did nominate the one in qi^ 
tion, as where I should pot pay ** six sous j>omr.rfnqrr 
^tlajilume." :. ; /.r . 

Now, therefore, this point being disposed, of,* I .WfHf 
put in charge^ of an ofiicial porter, who sfutk^ goodfio^ 
lish, though he had not been out of Paris ; ^d witl^)4i|^ 
I $^iv^, through th(t bustle of several crowded^ jste^e^ 
at an inferior sort of alley ; ^md was put a Uttk^ftbaclb 
as the, sailors say, when, instead of presenting oujraelv^ 
as I spmehow expected, at the large open frouj^rddqir 
of a, respectable self-contained 4nn, we stopt at^ d¥^ 
Jtionable unmarked place — a half shop, half cafi§ kin4|f^ 
retreat— where, however, I was glad to betake my^^ 
amid beat and confusion, expecting things wouU. 1^ 
better up stairs. Thither we went, through a coming 
dark and dirty passage adjoining the caf6, and arrived* 
some flights up, at a little dungeon of a bed-room, yfl^m 
I was. left. to my meditations; bein^ now, bop^ ^d«» 



fliboot tbe eentre of the celebrated capital of France^ a 
sitttation which I had often fondlj anticipated, but 
which I had scarcely hoped sometimes ever to realiie. 

When I surveyed the small apartment, it was tolerably 
wretched, though not quite so bad as that of the idle 
apprentice of Hogarth. The bed linen, however, did 
scarcely correspond with the rest of the furniture; it was 
<lean, and bb white as snow. Having been bom almost, 
I may say, and bred, with the worst opinion of Freodk 
character, I was somewhat appalled with the look of 
the plaoe^ and '* un pen accabl^*' with thoughts of bur- 
glary, picking of pockets, and locks, and an host of 
other felonies. So that I required to bethink myself 
strongly, in reference to being recommended to these 
quarters, that the conducteur of a French diligence 
behoves to be a person of tried probity, who could not 
be supposed guilty of suggesting a residence to me of a 
suspicious character. Somewhat consoled at the thought| 
I looked out of the sunny window, both up and down. 
It was not a court that met my view, for it was too small. 
But it was an angular space, encircled by the backs of 
several high *' tenements of land*'— anglic6, houses with 
common stairs ; and in a wet dark day there must have 
been precious little light at all, in this preservative of 
the back-lights of a considerable population. But in 
the present serene weather, it was sufficiently luminous* 
As the French work as much as possible in the open air 
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•nd at windows, ev^ Itito^vriflMiiil^ ^ pPmMti some- 
thing of a natoYe cjuite novdil could -sumytil&i lAhabi- 
tanta of on^ narrow portion of the epcloaave firaun top to 
bottom ;- and saw, at tha- window- of the low^ storey, 
two waskeFWomett at= Itieil* tiib»r'lBt*shoeniaker neM 
stitched at his wbilt ; alx^ve his h^tiil iftbo(itpte^ of ladies 
sewed y apparently at mantua-making ; and s6im» odiers 
at varions occapations, to the height of. se?eii storeys* 
And a similar degree ef-diligenee wea, 4 -pveauiae, exer- 
cised in the back setUenienftl '6f -istl fUlKothi^ edifices 
round the circle. ' The whole being '#ith!d'^-sboty a 
tftM buf Hvely eotttterstttibn was^ pi^ oa*«tl tmlibd: 
the ihen WbtMled sofHy; and tfouetimes biiGfke^oiit itfCO'A 
bHdtbird earol ; thie- wonieti ^* tycKw/d,*^ twf mogiimtii 
i6etit #$thoat effort : indeed; the FVeftcb, when MoQMe, 
fife -their ordinary employment, areettfantely tttttg f ri ttod 
plettMittt; and it is only when voting thenlslslvev ^kglM- 
alMe;-sho%in^offi or in letny way sur aigfac, tha i1 l wy<arti 
iiisbpportaU;^ atttficial and aflfecited; A j^i«tty tiMtte, 
ftxnnf some comer that I did not see, - stin^ a abWiili, 
with tiemarkably good taste and elegance, ih&dljtk^'P^ 
hvips not with much depth of sentiment. '* •' ^'^ • 

lliere did not ful, in this city abyss', iowcnr^^poti^ted 
ckge^ with singing laiks. It put me iii tnittd oPO^- 
pier*s affecting description*: — ' ' ' •-'' 

« Are they not proofs 
TftatiiMii, imifiared'ibottletfy'sUnfettlai - - '^ * 
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or rural ncenu, compenuling hU I«m 
B7 EuppUmental ihirii, th« bett be may? 
The uMt unfurnlali'il nltb tba mcaiii of life, 
-1.-- - Andibcjr thM mrar pan tbeir brick-wall bmoli 
Man -' ilaranie the fleliUi iDil treat tbelr lone* with kir, 
•,ihf4 '< ^Vl '^ '^" burning ioilluct: tverhetd 
Suapeni] (faelr cruy boivi ; |>lftDieil ihick 
And WHter'd duly. Thrn the pitcher itanda 
A tngmtnt, and the ipontlets In-pnt there ; 
. Aul wluieun how dosb-pint nan rqTett 
MMllt>'>^^ wuntrri *''''> "'b't Brdour bs iwutrlTn 
u, 1 ^ P°*F "^ nature, when he can do more." 

Tbuiif uiitkr uofttvouraiile cucunifitaooea, I was niittie 
to Hce Bumcwhat of tlie tlimeuHioiis aud titrengili of the 
Fiendi capacity' of turning the whole mUuellaiiies of lif« 
to good account in the way of plt.-a»ure and recreatioiu 
, Ib justice, liowevcr, to lh« Caf£ lie . . , I must 

ttcntion, that the above chamber, No. 8, wan only a 
teniporury acconinicKiation ; and I waa al'terwarils fiu'* 
liiahcd with a apaciouit chamber, having two xupcirb 
tairrura, a beautifully curtained bed, »iarl>le tablet, 
bantlBome drawera and wardxobe, closet, tiuie-picce an 
B marble chimney-piece, large pictures, green -papered 
walla, and a idilning Uoor of liexagon bricks. Never- 
liieUsi, for a abort time at first, I was like 
Scotchman, — suspicious of all things : I turned the key 
upon every article lliat belonged to ine. 

The bed-L'humbcrs, being situated on acuinmonstaii 
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were kept locked ; eadi key having on it smndber e^p- 
responding to that pf its room. When a todgtt. lea^itt 
his room, he locks it, and deposits the kcj io the teft 
below stairs, where a board with ho^rim fiirthe pofpoat 
is retained, with numbers to soit the keys. : But Boin^ 
veterate was my British jealousy toward* out '^ nMlaal 
^lemics/' that, on going out, I for some tiflie|Nwaarf!ed 
my key, which was an enormous one, ia my fMMdMt; 
but whether it was that I found o«l tJhal burglaify 4«1 
podiet-piddng axe not yet regular professioiM it^FraMs, 
as they are in our happy country ; or whether the bulk 
of the article, and trouble of carrying the stime, weighed 
with me, I cannot tell ; but I soon left my thiilgs abbwt 
as usual, and my key on hook No. 9, as my «eigli- 
bours. ' '• 

The front caf<^ opened to the street on the gromd- 
floor. It was a narrow room, with half-a-dosen raarMe 
tables, and a small bar. It was kept by Madame, 'aad, 
in her absence^ by a beautiful and wise child of seten 
years old, her daughter. — '- 

At Ave o'clodc I attended the table d*hote, 'irbl^ 
dinner was served in a small anti-room betweira' Ibe 
front caf^ and the kitchen. It was darkish, lighted iHCh 
a large taUe-lamp. There was my landlord — as bba^jtot 
a man, as I learnt from good authority, as ever stepi-i- 
with a smile of civility ; Madame, a grave little vre- 
mran, without head*diess, a Fkwicaise ; «n aceotmfant ; 
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a rood contractor ; and t(vo pcnple whom I supj>ou:(l ta 
be merchants. 

I The dinner was served up tn detail, admirably cooked, 
ud piping hot every article ; which luxury our vicinity 
to the kitchen did eneure. There was soup made from 
boiled beef and turkey, with tuaated bread floating in 
it : bailed carrots, and other vegetables, were handed 
round along with it. There followed a dish of bouilli, 
or boiled ineut, tender and good. There waa no lack 
of bread, which was in loaves, or rather bricks, of three 
feet long ; which, being put uudcr the left arm, a luir- 
elieon was whtpt off with a knife in the better hand ; 
and viu de ilourgogne, of a light and pleasant flavour, 
flowed all around. To these viands succeeded a din!) of 
fresh mackerel, followed by some excellent roosted veal, 
to say the least, done as well as lliey could serve it up 
in old England, which is no small praise. Some boiled 
asparagus came after this, and other vegetables ; a »al> 
lad uf lettuce, and something else, which 1 forget, dressed 
with a choice sauce ; a course of sweetmeats succeeded, 
and the whole concluded with well toasted cheese, an^ 
strong ak of a peculiarly agreeable iiuality. Ueing # 
Scotsman, I am not so particular about the affairs itS 
the table as our southern brethren are wont to be ; but 
I think, on the whole, no South Briton could have coni 
deniued tlie above bill of fare ; especially as h cost, 
wine and all, only about two shillings sterling a-hcat!> 



Indeed, I ha^e no doubt, Hbai, great urn Ab TjigfienianiB 
in all departments of the culinary art, the Tmkh txad 
even them in what regards that sciemx ; from pliin 
roast and boiled, up to the oocnlt qninfeaeencw bJF 
cookery. 

The French seem to sit somewhat longer a£ dinoei 
diaa we, and every thing comes to table in aaqNurathi 
course. The gentlemen drank about one*diud 'id£ \ 
bottle of wine each, not nK>re, mixi6d with water.' The 
national politeness displays itself with conndcraEke 
power, by a marked and unrenntted attention to'fte 
wants of each other ; a courteous deferepoe of maandr,' 
which is extrettiely pleasing ; great urbaiuty to Bfmi- 
sieur TAhglus, or rather Monsieur rEoosscns— ibr t 
was not* long of finding out the delightful p re feren ce 

i " ■ 

which a Frenchman gives to an inhabitant of tfie north 
bank of the Tweed, and was cunning enough to make 
the circumstance of my North British birth and paren- 
tage khown upon all occasions; and thia was my best 
passport I found every where. The English they hate 
and admire, but the Scotch they regard with a far more 
kindly feeling. ** Qui, Monsieur, les Ecossois furent 
nos amis dans leu anciens temps : et Marie Stuaii fui 
aussi Reine de France.'' ** Ah, Monsienr, les EcoflU, 
sois furent autrefois bien aim^s, en France." 

After dinner of this my first Parisian day, bdaj^ 
rieepy and stupid after last night's travel> and being 
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able for nothing else, I tried my fortune nt a plain u nlk, 
leaving the Palaia Koyal, and other fine sightu, fur a 
fitter opportunity. After 1 bad fairly taken my depar- 
ture from the hotel, lost sight of the sign, and tile cor- 
ner with its name upon it, and plunge<t among the 
crowds in the darli, alien, strait streets, I felt like one 
who lias gone to bitthe in an uncouth jiool, met with b^ 
chance among highjaud mountains on a summer's day ; 
where there is no free swiraming as in the salt sea, but) 
while one foot knocks against the point of some sunken 
crag, the other struggles suspiciously over a plumb- > 
depth of many black mossy fathoms, Travelling the 
paths of Paris is not unlike walking on stepping -sloiies ; 
and the celerity of a coutious person is at first impeded 
by turning round, every three or four seconds, to l«! 
sure that he is at a safe distance from the shafts uf thtt 
impending cabriolets. Making my way slowly l^etweei^ 
towering battlements and bulustrEides, among twilight 
crowds of a gay, busy population, for the best part ofa 
mile, I at length arrived, al broad day-light, in a kiuil' 
of open square, with a moDstrous stone urn in tlie middle, 
streams of water flowing over its brim anil down im 
aides, — a very refreshing prospect in hot weather. There 
was a market-place all around, for vegetables and fruit. 
The first strange thing that caught my eye was two fat 
elderly women jilaying at shuttlecock in the open strectj' 

with great seriousness and decorum. 'HI 
jow? I.n„ ,i-,i1! ■:.;_. :..-:i -. .'in ■ , 
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of netted skeiii mnke M iime; aiid«Mi«^glitkii<UMN 
sion is miidi used bjry^mf aad <M, Aejf matkit^itt 
tvic^ed bad at it, f&t I nerer aaw the codk keptfwp^tmtm 
as the ttuniber of twen^. ,.«,;.,. 

Tfae next tuity waaft a small vnmd wmd^^-fftitf 
Oncfw, where H fellow assured the peoplb (MtlheM^^M 
an extraordinary young lady to M sees' wMri*, bf ^ 
elegant appearance, and long beard* Rurinya iH W Ui a 
a'tDoniSderable way, amid the atohnaleii «ity' gtooiV/:^ 
llg^trt Ota an open spaee, and, to nqr gfMI jojs'feiMil 
myself on the banks of the St^ner^ I MtimmiStaMf 
iffipr^raed with many emotions wMlestailiia^'bM^lttni 
edebrated ntnsam, which flowed haai^ ptiit; of l»|iiia|i 
day tinge, not mnch broader than thfe Chfdenot'iBlii^ 
gbw, or Tei;y at Perth. A man of supe^knr Maifrintoe 
told me, that his first extraordinary interMtfai ttodnt« 
fntttr of FHz James, in the '^Lady of thelak^*^ 
from, this oonplet to his dying h<»se i-^ 
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<< I little thought, when first thy rein 
I alack*d upon the hankt of iSielne, 
Thftt hfghkmd eagle eVr eheaM fted ' 
Up»n tfcy liahi, sy vurtehltii eteedk . 
Woe worth the chaae^ woe worth the di^ 
That ootts thy life, my gallant grey !*' 
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Here, the sides of this noUe and kiteresttng isfcr mH 
lined wiA thidcly^pei^ed streets, and superb honaw, 
in stupendous ranges, on either side,-««.tawm 
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tfaatt for ma^ilicence and exvitemeiit, fai* transcended 
any thing of the kiad my cyci had ever witnessed. Ik 
conBiderin^ the busy throngs, one would have supposed 
tlint all the world had left their usual habitationti, and 
crowded to this spat. 1 passed over one bridge, walked 
up the river a little way, and then rc-crosned by the Pont 
Neuf, the scene of so much Oallic history. The banks 
of the river present the same aspect of bnsiness, minglrd 
with gaiety, and of sonibrous splendour of arcliitecture, 
for aoute miles, tt in impossible to recount all the dif- 
ferent shops, ranges of stalU and booths for the sate of 
various articles ; in some parts the whtde ledges of (he 
|>aTa|ietii of the quays, as they are called, ara lined with 
books, — excellent second-hand editions of a multitude 
ol' French authors ; among which, besides the worlis of 
Voltaire, Kacinc, Rousseau, and others weU iinown in 
England, is a host of French literature, of the authors of 
which one is perfectly unacquainted. Here is a long 
market-place for plants and floivers ; there a station for 
cutlery. At this point a di>g-clij>per has his stand ; and 
there a woman is seen among the agitated crowd, with 
a machine like a little church on her back, and herself 
all hung over about the shoulders and breast with bright 
pewter cups, a-aelHiig liquorice water, to which luxury 
she attracts the passengers by the chink of a small deaf- 
ened bell. Horseracn and carriages fill up the show ( 
labourers retuiaing from their work at tbe aet of aufc 
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Sometimes a small group is observed ; it encircles a 
juggler, who amuses the spectators on the open 9tree| 
by curious feats of skill. Looking up toward^, the balus*. 
trades, gentlemen and ladies are taking coffee in the 
pool of the evening. I observed one female conversiiig 
.with another in a veranda pretty high up, and th^fe* 
fore not of the supreme bon ton ; yet she scented to ha^e. 
all the graceful air and gesture of our most ^nisbed; 
ladies of the highest rank, — so common is this p^epr- 
tion of manner in France : and I am fojEced reluctantly 
to confess, that some of our English dames whom I saw 
on the streets of Paris, appeared quite awkward and. 
in-toed when compared with the elegant tripping Parir 
siennes. 

Over the whole of this wonderful river-scenery, there 
is an imposing air of antiquity, which calls up feelings 
akin to veneration. Many graceful charms are peieep* 
tible, as well as sights where meanness, wretchedness, 
and frivolity, prevail. After all, what is the general 
result, what does it all serve, and to what does it finally 
tend ? Am I uncharitable in supposing, that scarcely 
one, in all this gay multitude, possesses a hope beyond 
the passing world? Thoughts of this kind come across 
the heart with a griping pang. O my soul ! what will 
become of this fluttering population, when the Seine is 
dried up with fervent heat ? Yet so intense appears to 
be the pursuit of pleasure or profit here, that it would 
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Mcm to be beyond human power to gain the attention 
of one individual in all those throngB, to glance, cv«r 
for a moment, from this present earth to the things of 
a world unseen. A decent- looking country woman, 
who seemed to understand that there was no oceanon 
to be surprised at any thing in Paris, cut a piece of red 
tape, which a chattering; coi^juror held up ; and the 
breach was heakd, and the severed parts united lirni 
and fast again, in a few seconds, amid much Jugglery 
and grimace. To stop the grin of apiirobatiou at this 
nonsense; to withdraw, for an instant, the regards of any 
from the veriest trifle in this nietiopolis and fair of van- 
ity, to the glories of eternity, would reijuire a prophet, 
as in ancient days, to rend his garments, putdiist npoa 
his head, and run about the city with a great and bitter 
cry. Nevertheless, I hope to hear more of genuine spi- 
rituality of mind in France. So, with a judgment some- 
what pensive on this whole subject, I nia<le my way 
back, with some diihculty, to my hotel ; and, having 
had a dish of coffee, went to bed, and soon lost all in- 
terest in the afl'airi of Paris, and, like any other dor- 
mant animal, took a circle of the dial of gixtd Scotch 
sleep, 

TAuMrfoy, May 1. 
It is a heavy matter for a stranger, in a foreign me- 
tropolis, to be ignorant of its language ; particularly if 
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he be overcome with mauvaise honte* NevertbeleA, 
•French kindness in small things — for kindoess I will 
persist in calling it» though it be reckoned grimace in 
.England — in a short time wonderfully relieves one of 
embarrassment on this head. My host prpfessea to ooi* 
verse in English ; but I confess I understand him better 
when he keeps to the French. .To speak Eaglidi^ii 
an acquirement greatly coveted by landlords, waUean^ 
coachmen, and others : such b the prodigious te§ojit^, 
our countrymen to the Continent, that the preference 
given by them to a hotel where English is spoken, .ia<a 
matter of serious gain. It pleases a man's vanity, alfo^ 
to have it said among his friends, '^ He is a very ablfS* 
person : he .speaks well in several languages.'' Otur 
cook^ Gustave, whom I afterwards found to be . (nofr^^ 
withstanding a physiognomy nearly hideous) a most ho** 
nest, obliging fellow, could speak about five words cf 
English : I taught him a few more. Sometimes when J 
sat down for a minute in a comer, the caf6 being crowded 
with natives, Gustave would appear, and, marcbiagiqi 
to me, make some short inquiry in set British, phrase; 
If I answered in French, he retired quite disappointed ; 
not so, if I replied in my own tongue. It was not that 
he comprehended what I said ; but then he got the cre- 
dit, throughout the whole caf^, of being able to accost 
M. TAnglais in his proper dialect ; and his deformed 
•visage gave signals of the pride and delight witii whicJi 



be rctreatMi to the kilchcn, under the consdousiicas that 
he was lonketl upon, by twenty |)cople at least, as an 
adcjtt in both languages. 

' But to return to the history : mine lioat obligingly 
offered to conduct me to see a little of the town. We 
soon got afloat on this stream of population, and, pass- 
ing through various streets all busy as bee-hives, and 
umter some immense columns, bas-relicfed with the 
triumphs of Louis the Fourteenth, or some other hero, 
we arrived at the palace of the Louvre ; with which I 
waa disappointed, but for what reason I have not time 
at present to search. The extravagant magnificence of 
Frenth palates is not to be found at Paris ; but at Ver- 
sailles, Fountain bleau, and other places in the country. 
Their architecture here, in the capital, does not amount 
to any character beyond that of respectability. The 
Louvre is in the shape of a hollow square. It is near 
the centre of the town, has four gateways, and its mid 
area ia a thoroughfare for the whole city. Here is the 
cdebrated picture-gallery, which is I forget how long, 
with a lofty and beautiful roof, and a bright oaken 
Door, — a sight in itself almost worth going to Paris to 
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Having no knowledge of that most delightful art, I 
am sorry I cannot give the reader any detail of the paJnt- - 
ings, particularly as I did not look at the smaller works, 
which are the best; because I expected, under some 



no 

bitHHi: bvt k drat mtit dmy, m^ 9fffamm4 m 4mkt§ 
my stay ; so that I do not iemg»liff-<hat «fco^f«»^ 
tlvae of the large paintuiga <isiiglit ay eye, m d slai i fcd 
ve for A few tooneots to oMtemplaie Umic fcniiiiigs 
The FrcAch da fljot shkie tUbfx m paintaif or 
tfaensekres ; aad sinee die spoils of «thcr 
seHored firooi IIms leceptack of xoUbory io 
tiwelKNMi^ the Lovvre has Bothbg^J hdieve^ to 
port the ifluigiaatiea, or ieiidi the feehags;. 

Beyond this palace is the Place 4u Carnwaii, mm 
space betweea, and the Piriace of the Thailhuriia, 
bmHedlor many diseful seeaes, especiafiy toriaylhc 
period of the BavohttHMi* We are still Asar the eaate 
of Paris; and the omwd that poaisihcoagk Aha coasis 
of the King's hoitsee, aad seem to csttie as caalaci arlth 
n»yally itsdf » la aaiaoag* The Palace mt the Thail 
lesriss if ooasideiaUy larger thaa the olhef« Itiaa.aesy 
esdensWe range of haadsoaw aacicBi haildiagt fewniag 
ihsee sides of a aqaaie* In one comer are the apis^ 
laeats of the King, in another those of the DiM^de^Bat«* 
dcawi^ These is ao.scansity of goards, baaseand jaaft, 
with long sabres and black whiskers ; and the niaalp«> 
kK^ung Swiss, in the red eostwne of a Bfitish griMMfiar. 
I eoafess I did not like to see bayonets mi oeatiMis 
gbiacnig throagb the windows of the chaaiberaiwids. 
The Fleiaisb evea kmgh jat thJajeBJona state kept ufjbf 



fmicL iii^juBty ; anij, in their print-slinps, Hru fond uf 
^Uaptaj'ing tliu cutiijiarulive fiiciUt> uf access, luid cor- 
idiaUty of tbcir own luuuarcli. Tbetc waa iiotliinf; ^i-- 
tticulai'ly Kreiicli, foreigD, or striking in all thU hilberto, 
liKlt the gieuleit novelty \ay a tew iteps farther on. 
iHuvtiig entered, along witb the niultitii<le of paxHiigeri, 
the court of Ihe paluce, vre proceeded directly forward, 
liirough the grand entrance below the centre of the 
building, to tlie gardcm, or rather pleasure-grounds, 
In tbia pusxage there is always to be seen and admired 
some of the tiniist men in the Krench army, as MntirKls. 
One aergeant of dragoons was ri-oiarkable for beauty 
and stature: he stood like an image, with immense 
boots, yellow buckskins, prodigious gloves and sword ; 
Had, though the object of perjietual attention, ivmamed 
in a« much abstraction and silence aa if he liad Iwen 
ponikring bwide sonic s«f|iiestere<l waterfall in a remote 
higtiland glen. Penetrntitig the palace by thin passage, 
(Ve arrive at its west aspect, in front of which is a very 
bni{ and magniticent teirace-vralk ; and from thence 
ctesccnd ihoHe superb gardens, a nobic mixture of par- 
tenv, shrubbery, spacious grnvHled alleys and horse> 
chcsnat groves, perfectly unparalleled on this side the 
channel. There is large room for relation here of ponds 
«f silver fishes, jets d'enii, and marble statues. I shall 
not, however, ntlcmpt to describe the exceeding beauty 
and amenity of those proud retreats. ' ' 




122 

Nothing sets off the true glory of French royalty moi^ 
than the frequency of this kind of scenery ; and it is tlie 
more delightful that the coolness, the fragrance, of these 
illustrious pleasure-grounds, are shared by the monarch 
with the meanest of his subjects, who have there the 
freest access, and who, in return, would as soon cat off 
their right hands, as spoil, or even touch, the limb«:est 
leaf of the mbutest floweret in the garden. And indeed 
all this fine palace is, without scruple, made a thorough-* 
fare for foot passengers of every rank, proceeding to 
and from all parts of the city. 

We shall treat of, in detail, various other placed of a 
similar description ; — such as the Jardins des Plantes 
and du Luxembourg, the Boulevards and Palais Royal> 
all combining the salubrious air of the country with the 
most exalted charms of floral beauty ; and to some one 
of which there is not many minutes* walk from every 
central and pent-up alley iu this great city : — a precious 
advantage, highly conducive to health and pleasure^ 
which the poorest wretch here enjoys ; forming, so far 
as I know to the contrary, in favour of Paris, one clear 
item of superiority over all the other capitals in the 
worlds 

The most fashionable resort in the Thuilleries Gar- 
dens, is an extensive grove of tall old horse-chesniits» 
In the spring of the year, the large mass of rich blossom 
of that fine tree gives the outside an appearance traly 
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perb ; ami in the covert, inside of tbe wood, lliere 
a perpetual cooling zephyr, and a acreen from tht hot 
rajs of tlie 

There being no coal-smoke tu soil the leaves, every 
thing is as fresh and beautiful as in the country. Under 
the boughs of this canojty, therefore, cummoilious witll 
long town of small atraw-bottometl chairs, sal, walked, 
laughed and talked, thousands uf elegantly dressed la- 
dies anil gentlemen, who thus spend the time for hours 
before dinner. It was just like a genteel fair; aud,not 
having been prepared for such a sight, I was quite dizey 
and astonished at its extent and novelty. My landlor<t 
and 1 were carried down the middle ])romenade, by the 
gentle force of a progressive gay throng ou eillicr side. 
A crowd of beaux and belles sat and reclined under the 
trees, reading the newspapers, or engaged in lively con- 
versation ; some of the females were splendidly dressed ; 
and such a scene 1 had never witnessed in daylight be- 
fore. After the first surprise was over, and a little 
breathing space had intervened, I gave in to some Bri> 
tish meditation on this showy spectacle, as followi : — 

" Now, dues not this give us a rare picture of the 
idleness, the frippery, the folly of the French people, — 
all fluttering, prattling, mis-spending their time, and 
tiiding life away like a legiuD of butterflies? What 
Iplid good can be expected from such a glittering, flirt- 
ing, ostrich -feathered race as this? Doing rural ah 
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forsooth, in a shady grove, and affecting an unnatural 
and artificial mixture of town and country life. The 
poor, vain, worthless creatures, have not souls fit to en- 
joy genuine country retirement; and, with a tawdry 
mockery, only insult the sequestered and high-minded 
Genius of Solitude." 

We shall, by and bye, have occasion to treat of the 
publicity of domestic life in France ; and I may men- 
tion by the way, that, on further acquaintance with the 
subject, I have had occasion to relax my objections to- 
the French on this point, or, at least, to account for it 
as a misfortune,, incident to their belligerent circum^ 
stances, rather than a fault founded on a natural die-' 
iect: for it is right easy for an English gendeman, 
among his patrimonial oaks, to taflc of the inveterate 
lightness of character that induces the French ta for- 
sake the country, and run into towns. He forgets that, 
if his owu pleasant manor lay in Picardy, instead of 
Warwickshire, his finest timber had been, centuries ago, 
levelled by the pioneers of contending armies, and his 
hall made the comfortable, but precarious quarters of 
some picquet guard. ' 

But not to forestall our subject, and to address our- 
selves to the matter in hand, it must be admitted, that 
the finest resorts made by the art of man, are contemp- 
tible when put into comparison with the dignified re- 
treats where nature dwell?, pure and elevated, among 
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flowing rivers, lakes, and mountains. No j>erBoii wbp 
has the privilege of atrayiiig on the banks of the Gair- 
loch, aud its picturesque neighbourhood, need envy the 
most delightful spot of the most delightful " jardin" of 
Paris : and one cannot help supposing, that the wings 
of thought may run a great risk of being clipped and 
shaped down in this polite melange of elegance and 
frivolity; the silent haunts of glen aud hill seeming 
more suitable fur its expanse and full vigour of stretch. 
All these strictures, however, 1 felt, on dispassionate 
consideration, might be erroneous ; and I bent to the 
fact, that French attainmenti in literature and phiia- 
sophy are not lightly to be called in question by a 
foreign ignoramus, merely to support, in favour of his 
own eountrymcR, some speculative point of fancied 
superiority. And as to the noon-tide assemblage in the 
Thuiileries Gardens, when the heat of a I'rench summer 
is considci'ed, surely it will be conceded, that the fresh- 
ness of tbis agreeable shelter, for relaKation and recrea- 
tion, is to be preferred to a dusty walk, ride or drive, 
in the sbadeless and noisy environs of the city. Hav- 
ing stood a few seconds at tbe terrace of one of the 
gates, to sec the coronetted equipages receive their com- 
pany front the garden, mine host and 1, having caught 
a particle of French airiness, tript away to see another 
curiosity — the Palais Royal. 
Attd now 1 bethink myself, that the principal object 



I haTe in view is to engrave a regnkeet first knpfeasioo 
of Paris ; but to do this as it took place l» my own o^ 
servation, I must proceed in detail. This is a lame mad 
awkward manner of advancing^ but tt saves tiM trouble 
of elaborate descriptions. Thus, I ought perhaps, at 
this point of my narratire, to attempt a sueeinci but 
comprehensive account of the remainder of the Tbuil'' 
leries Gardens ; a critique on the statues ; a dis^tuMi- 
tion on the mode of raising water by jets d'eau ; with 
an estimate of their effect in eooKng the circumambient 
atmosphere. I ought then to proceed to the eontigwoas 
place, Louis XVI., a very large open space or squaie, 
which ties immediately to the west of the ^' Jaidio des 
Tuilleries;'' and from thence get into the spaeioas 
Cliamps D}'se6s, with its miles of straight aveiMies ai 
the finest trees, its public play-grounds, and extensive 
drives for carriages. I ought to a^^rise the reader, 
that there is hereby created an ample provision i&r the 
recreation and health of the inhabitants; the begin- 
ning of this prodigious public accommodation bcmg 
about the centre of the city, and not at sueh a «U»- 
tance as to be a prohibition to the lower classes. A 
dissertation, however, upon the subject, would nekher 
be unworthy of the consideration of the physician or 
statesman ; and I could wish to see some of the g^iuiae 
excellencies of Paris brought home to the intelligence' 
and meditation of this side the channel. I believe we 
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))Kve b«en fttgaged long eaough in dupftragiog all Ihinga 
that are French, as if every advantage they posseised 
actc<l aa a sttiin u|)oti our own character. It in nut 
eeny to calculate the etiiiater effects of luch a Bpirit<i|>an 
our national improvement. 

Kehold US now on our way to (lie Palais Koyal, Te~ 
tracing', not our fonner steps exactly, but our furmer 
direction, and proceeding by the Rue Kivoli ; in wliich 
way we obtain a liew of llie north si<le of the Palac«B ' 
and Place du Carousel, in itself a walk uf auiue extent; 
the other side of these editkes being bouHduil by tbe 
Seine, or more correctly by tlie Quaii ; and tbis river 
forma alxo the sonth bonndai'y of the Jardius, the Place 
LouiH XVI., and ChanipN Elysefs, for several mile*. 

In some |>ortionB of the fiiMhionable part of the town, 
there arc side pavenienls for the benefit of foot passen- 
gel's, and from thence we can safely stand and admire 
coronetted eiinipages. It has been remarked that uur 
neighbours are behind us in what respects these lost- 
mentioned comforts : and there does fall here that per- 
fection of turn-out which we find in the tonnisb resorts 
of London; where the horses, the livery servants, tb« 
harness and vehicle itKelf, are all of similar (luality, in 
the beat style of fitness and elegance. Here it is dif* 
ferenl, — coach-making is an inferior art, French Uorsei 
miserable ; if the coachmim be loleraiile as lo the cos. 
tume of his nether person, he is sure to have an o}d 
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cocked hat on his head, of a shabby coat on bi* shoul- 
ders ; and if the coach be not altogeth^ like an ft ft dftit 
bam, but something in imitation of the English bang^op, 
then the harness or furniture is likely to be mean aad 
unsuitable. I remember seeing a respectable family 
going forth from the town in their coach, on an excnr- 
sion, I presume, to the country ; every Uiing was veiy 
well, but the roof, besides the imperial, was loaded with 
furniture, and among other articles was oonapicuoas a 

4 

child's chair, and oUier nursery appurtenaaces. These 
incongruities cannot be tolerated in England* Every 
thing there must be of a piece. A fashi<mable man at 
Uie west end of London has the miscdlaneoua whole of 
hb dress unstained and unsoiled, of the last pattern, 
and glossy with newness and superfineness. His air and 
walk are those of an accomplished, and, as it weie^ 
accredited gentleman. He is erect without being stiff, 
his movements unite energy with grace. But in Paris, 
whether it arise from their poverty I cannot tell, it is 
but seldom that one sees a young gentleman complete 
at all points. If the hat is good, the coat is worthless ; 
and a new waistcoat may perhaps be compensated with 
a very ancient pair of boots. The men also slouch in 
their gait, and would be much the better, the whole rao^ 
of them, to be what is called in cavalry phrase, set on 
their haunches ; which is accomplished by such a dis^i 
cipline as throws back the shoulders, and balances thi; 
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body on titc perpeniliutilu-, witliout nuSmag it lo livnd 
awkwardly forwunl. It i* wondciiul that «uc;li iiuro 
milted jMiini should be tukeii in Franci; upon tlifatliluilc 
and carrini^cof thu fuinalc ovx, whili^ not a tlioup;lit im-iiii 
to hi: boHtiiwcd in this revpu^t u\wr tlic rauKculiue i;i'ii- 
iUt. Wlicn one spifakti ol'thcM lhin)[Bto b l''r«nchniaii, 
bi^ itilniits its trutli; but tliun, "h pn)fit nc vnut pal 
le iicinc. Why Nhould mvn tare about drcM ? Do you 
rrally wiiih uh to Iw llkn yuur Etigliith dandic*, who 
would 111! unhupfiy a wholo morning; if ihtir ImutN wcrn 
ill blaLkod f Ah for me, I tiatc tho indexibllily of a new 
coat, or the pinch of a atrait shoe i 1 puatponc the evil 
aa far as possible. It is the happiiieiN and duly of 
the fair sex to attend to outward ap|>earaMcc ; nature 
points out this to them, and sucb cares become them. 
Tell us, 1 pray, of your constitution, and your breed of 
horses; but leave us to ourMclves as to the ' savoir 
vivre.' " 

The French ridr very ill : Ihry liavi' no wat on horxi^- 
beck. A rider here does not lnolt like part of the; horac, 
ns an Knyjlinh ehevalier does. TlicirtoeH iireper|trluully 
kiekiui; outwards, and of cotirse they have no femoral 
hohl of the saddle. The horses are pour stupid tliinK", 
though mostly entire. The neigh and uncnotro liable 
buiiyaucy of an En);li>h stnlliiin would frig;hten all 
Paris, Their Aogn are bUo large, but inwd'eusive ; tbey 
bave nothing of the tonnctOM i«r«we«« of the English 



bull-dog : indeed, both man and beast seem of a gentler 
breed here than in England. 

Some of these traits of nationality we shall again re* 
sume, as they strike our eye. In the meantime, on our 
way to the Palais Royal, I amused myself with contem-^ 
plating the signs upon the streets* The French are su-> 
perior to us in this respect :, instead of ^* Calvert's Por* 
ter/' and ** Whitbread's Entire/' occupying, with a 
monstrous si^e of letter, the whole interest of the board, 
we have here pieces on the very streets, which are sped^ 
mens of good painting. At the corner of the Rue Bt« 
Honor^ with Rue du Coq, there is one of this kin4, 
about ten feet square, — the return of a son to his ma< 
ther ; and many others of a superior character are 
strewed about the city. The following are a few of the 
devices which are generally observable on the tall dark 
edifices. 



SIGNS ON THE STREETS. 

Au petit Sttine, commerce desviDs et Teau de vie. *\ 
D. Quetin. — (The sign is the portrait of a Swiss V 
g;uardsman.) j 

Fabriqoe et mannfactiire des coulears fines de 
Golcomb bourgeoln. Au spectre solaire.— (The^ A colour man. 
sign, a liqoid io a glass Tessel.) 



A cabaret, or 
alehouse. 
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igOi a group % 

< on 

^^ (or 



A cabaret on 

oneoftheqaait 

the Seine. 






Do. Do. 



A bookseller. 



Au rendezYoui dee cbarbonnier8.<*(Sign, 

of colliers, with round- crowned hats. 
Optiquei physique, mathematique, F. Molteno 

ain^, Opticien, No. 11. 

Caf^ militaire, (hie virtus bellica gaudet) No. 16. 

Rustan, No. 168, Wewelterinthe 

Jouallier, Bijoutier. ) PaitU Royal. 

Salon Litteraire.» English daily and periodical ) 

( In the P. Royal, 
journals taken in. * 

Restaurant des six arcades. Yon. Diners 2 fr. 

Dejeune a la Carte. 
Magazin des Epiceries, Grenon, No. 170. A grocer. 

Haut Coeur, Libraire, gendre et successeur de 

M. Martinet, No. 13. 
Gerard, Horloger, No. 15. A watchmaker. 

Maison d*achat de toute sorts des merchandizes^ 

neuves; et d*occasion ou y'degage les effetsdu^ A pawnbroker* 

Mont de Piet^, et on les achete. ^ 

Au pigeon blano, on vende, &c. &c* 
Aux trois marcs, &c. &c. 
A la cloche d'or, &c. &c. 
Francois et sa femme tondent les chiens, coupen'^ 

les chats, vendent et achetent toute especo de* I A dog-shearer 
chiens, traitent leurs maladies. Coupent les > on one of the 
oreiUes. Mettent les chiens de chasse au rapport, I bridges. 

et les prendent en pension au plus just prlx ^ 

f French horns 
A la bonne fol, Boileau, successeur de son pere. I 

-/ and musical 

Lnthier* i . ^ ,^.^ 
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A la eltf d*or, Barbeau, Qaineaillier. Hardwrnra maPelMUit. 

Chabaty bottler det cqaipigss dila maiton da lUI. > Maker of jads- 
A la groHo botte d*or. S boo<la« 

Hotel de Beaavale, No. 61. 

Maeqaloy peiatra en batlmeos. • Haoaa p^laler. 

EcrlTaln, Redacteur, Bareaa de redaetion dei ren- \ ^ itn^lalitf 
seigiiaMote dei demarcbei et des aflfaires, poor f wtHburmmMtf 
PtaU, \m departmeDta, &c. Petitions, kttreik Voomitani^— 
demands, actes prit^s, memohres, calcols, an- IOiBec^.i|l|iiyf 
nonc^es. /fentry-Vinu. 

Maison d'acconehement tenue par Mad^ne* Mes-*\ ^ 
snger, Sa^^e femniey recue a la facnlt^ de medecin w 
a Paris. EUe recolt des pensionnalresi raccine, / A safe feqiiiia. 
saifQaetfidt des eleT^s.^(Slgn, a full -dressed \ 
lady) with an infiiuit In her arms.) 



ADVERTISBMENTIT FROM NSW8PAFBRS* 

A yendre a Taimable. Meubl^e on non meubl^e, une petite Mai- 
son, avec joll jardin, a St. Cloud. S'addresser a M. Balardf, 
notaire, Rue de la Chausse^ d*antin, No. 5. 

Avendre. Une tree belle maison a Antenil, atec an beao jaidin 
plants a I'Anglaise. Rue de Boileaa, No. 18. S'addreoser a 
M. Thibault, notaire a Paris, Rue des Fosses, MoitmarCffa 
Noi If at a coBcieii^e poor la roin 

Marsuoks. a marier, deux demoiselles Fraoeaites, Tenant de 
perdre leur parents, eo pays stranger, on ellso reeidaiciit^ L'tfne 
est ag^ de 21 ans, et Tantre de 23 ans; possedant cbaeniia 
270,000 fr. Elles deslrent epouser qaelq*an d*une profcssif 
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UoMrtbUi et ne tiennent pM ft baUttr U Ca^(al«. ' S'tddrtiMff 
a M. Bnioet» Rue de Selnei St. Oermalne, No. 14. On n« 
reotTrt aucune lettre de departmeoU, laof etre •ffnui«bit« 

*\ But you were ouce on the way to the Palais Royal/' 
I imagine my reader to say. Undoubtedly I was ; only 
mine host carried me round to show some sights, and 
among others the " place," or square, called the Place 
Vendome, in the midst of which towers that gorgeous 
pillar which Napoleon clothed, in a spiral ascent, with 
bronze procured from Austrian cannon taken at Ausler- 
litz, whereon are engraved a variety of the scenes of his 
glory. After suiprising me with a glance at two or 
three establishments of the nature of the Burlington 
Arcade, which are called " passages*' here — and of 
which elegant urban scenes there are a considerable 
number — we descended by a back street, and following 
a press of people, among some small pillars that sup- 
ported an entrance, we found ourselves, in a few mo- 
ments, in the Palais Royal. 

The energetic peu of Champion Scott had so filled my 
mind with frightful representations of the moral and phy- 
sical danger of this celebrated resort, that I was quite 
surprised to find it a place, to appearance at least, so 
comparatively innocent and agreeable. There are un- 
doubtedly gambling-houses here ; but I doubt if they 
are of the same desperate character as the '' hells*' of 

M 
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lx>ndoii* They are open to all the world ; and^ being li- 
fen«ed by government, are under r^ulation^ and are not, as 
with uSy hidden from the light of day, and of the quality 
and sequestered ferocity of a den of lions. Whether the 
French government is correct in licensing such retreats, 
and thus countenancing the evil, is a grave point of 
legislation. I trust I shall not be found to excuse or 
palliate vice in any observations I venture to make ; 
and being therefore greatly ignorant of this subject, 
both practically and theoretically, I pass on, leaving 
the French to receive whatever moral castigation they 
deserve on this point, from those best capable of apply- 
ing it. 

• The general appearance of the Pal^ Royal is that of 
a large oblong square ; tjie middle is gravelled, and is 
ornamented with rows of trees, and acconunpdated with 
aeats and benches of various kinds : in the centre is a 
pond, which is furnished with a jet d'e^^ that throws 
up the water in several streams, so as to form a perfect 
resemblance to our Prince of Wi^les*s feathers. On sur« 
veying the sides, on either hand, the houses are reniark- 
able for elegance ; and there is a superb arcade round the 
circumference of the square, within which gleam those 
magnificent cafds, shops, and warehouses, which justify 
the Parisians in their boast that the Palais Royal is un- 
paralleled in the world. Here is merchandise of all kinds, 
ladies and gentlemen's dresses of every description, 
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cutlery, toys, bookn, bijoux, diamonds. The pnifiision 
IB aniBxin^ ; but as every inch uf ground in precious in 
this abode of costly luxuriance, there is more of neat- 
ileus than of grandeur in its aspect. There an, howi' 
«ver, cart-loads of riches in small room. Perhaps the 
tavishiiess of diamotids and precious stoues is most strik'- 
lag ; and it would be affectation to refuse Burjirisc at 
the elegance of tlie Lead-drcBscs, and other pieces of 
female ornaiueiit, made of pearl and adamant, in the 
most beautiful taste, as is to be expected here iu all 
matters connected with the ajipearance of the fair MSt 
At the various cafis, dinnera and refreshments are sei'ved 
iu a style of great comfort end elegance. These placa 
seem lo be perfectly respectable, thougii there may be 
the resorts uf warthlessness and crime in the domiciles 
on the high storeys. Be that as it may, the Falaii 
Royal is a general thoroughfare, and its shady gravel 
centre is much frequented by the sober inhabitants fur 
the purpose of reading the journals. I found it ai 
agreeable station for that jturpose before breakfast of a 
morning ; and perhaps the traveller will soon lind, that 
neither this ]>olit« kingdom ut large, nor the Palati 
Royal, are that universal sink of iniquity Which lie hM 
been taught at home to >u{i|K>se. 
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Friday^ .^dJUm^ -. 
. When I left home, I did not. care to eajrry.wkbjae 
letters of introduction of the ordinary.sert,^ as. the raits 
to be. made in. consequence might interfere vith the adeh 
ing of. sights. But, being desirous of knowing A^llttle 
of the. religious concerns of this great tmd enUghteMd 
.empire, I took pains to obtain notes to soBie>4iatii»- 
guished :Protestant clergymoi; and, by the .kiiidlicss 
of firiendsy I was provided with a large paokel^* wUrii 
introduced me to the benevolent attentions of • several 
•gentlemen of reputation in the religious and litmiBu^ 
circles. . i« .. 

' Nothing in the world can be more desireable .« M 
.strange land, than good religious society; and in this 
respect, for the short tune I was abroad, I was-.plaoed 
lOn a footing for which I ought to be grateful. And 
:ii0Wy methinksy my reader will agree with me, ihlit /the 
leligious state of France cannot fail to be one oi great 
interest : ibr although the soul of a rude Esquimaux is 
.as precious as that of the wisest philosopher, itiisiiim- 
qpossible to regard with ordinary coneem the eleraal 
•welfare of the first nation of the world ; whose inhabi- 
tants, humanly speaking, are supremely fitted to ooif^ey, 
in the most attractive mode, the glad tidings of silvia- 
tion to the dark places of the earth. But I regret to 
say, that the more my reader is embued with this sen- 
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timeiit, ih« uiuri^ iiicitpabk uiii 1 lo uintwci' tlic deintind 
which liis iiiteiligcnw umy niuke u|»on nie. In slioit, 
the i«it>Htanc« of whut 1 can communicate ou tlie leli- 
giouH Htate of France is truly nothing at all. and even 
the form uf it is nothing better than mete tittle tattle. 

I recommend the peniial of the " Aichives du Chri»- 
tianlHiue,'' ami the reports uf those excellent socJeticfl 
who have their annual meeting! in the month uf April 
at Pari*. It is nut, 1 undcrBtand, cany to cHtimatc ttw 
iHiinbcr of PrutcHtania here : flome ittattd it lo me at, 
and some "under, a. millioti ; and one gentleman coit* 
sidered that it might amount to 1,000,000. The great 
body of these are, like ourselves, merely nominal Chris- 
tians. As an auspicious balnoce tu thix, I was assured 
tbat many within (he pak of the Kumtsh church were, 
in despite of ignorance and superstition, genuine be- 
lievers: at which asseveration, doubtless, not a few 
excellent Presbyterians in Scotland will marvel, with 
perhaps indignant astonishment. A considerable stir 
lias been excited lately in favour of true religion, is 
eonsequence of the interference of the Pope ami hit 
coDBiatory, in opposition tu a Bible Society pntroiiixeil 
by the Duchess Broglic and Archbiiihop of Paris. Thit 
step has aroused the attention of several inHuentlal 
Catholic laymen, who do nut choose that any impedi- 
ment should be made to the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures ; Bud generally it is understood that the c 
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of eternity is making its glorioiis way amosg tbe 
ti<Ni. 

In the forenoon I took a cabriokt, and drove some 
miles to that part of Uie town where the Reverend Mr. 
■^ ■ livesy to whom I had several letters^ and a soil 
of money for a charitable society. Thb gentleman is 
extremely beloved and esteemed, When I arrived at his 
retired little mansion, and had knocked at the door,' I 
was seised with a few odd sensations : this being the 
first private French house I had called at, I was anadMs 
to make no mistakes } and therefore employed myself^ 
after ringing till the door opened, in recollecting all dv 
phrases that might be necessary. This is a trifling 
matter to record, but helping to form a first impressiov, 
let it be put down. My reader, perhaps, may be in the 
same situation, or has been. Mr. ■ - received me 
in a kind and engaging manner : and my knowledge of 
French was again put to the test, but not severely ; im 
Mr. being habituated to public and grammati- 
cal enunciation, I found his diction comparatively easy* 
Our conversation commenced with my journey; the 
state oi religious affairs in Scotland : this occupied a 
considerable time. I asked his opinion upon the assn- 
lance and prophetical questions. The latter he had not 
yet studied, so as to form a decided opinion; but in. the 
former I found him irrefragably decided in favojur o£ 
M. Maian's vkws, though I am not aware that lie* 
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acquiesces in every minor p<fiiit» Mr. > strongly 

enforced another test of a man being '* in Christ*' thiol 
fruits of faith, and progress in sanctification. I do not 
know that he r^ected this last, as some do : but I un- 
derstood him to say, that a consciousness that a man 
did truly believe in, and trust upon the Saviour for sal* 
vation, was a criterion less liable to uncertainty than 
the other ; because holiness of heart and life must, in 
the most advanced Christian, be totally imperfect, and 
scarcely a basis on which to found a knowledge of hii 

state. ' Mr.^- admitted to me, that a good many 

old and pious people whom he knew disagreed with him 
on the subject of assurance, and even spoke harshly of 
those that held these views : thus the '' odium theolo^ 
gienm*' is the mhabitant of every clime, and of every 
age. I was much pleased to find Mr. ■■ ■ a votary 
for the free communion of Protestant churches. He is 
the first person with whom it has been my lot to come' 
into contact, who retains this opinion, which has alwayi' 
been a favourite one of mine. 

He thus expresses himself on this point :-— 

*< Un trof grand iMmbN det yrait Chretktnt m trompeot etrange- 
mapfc tor la bat da la cena, en la regardant encore oomme one alfaira 
d*£glifet particulieres, et en orojant que la celebration de cette sainte 
ceremonie entre plusieurt ohretlens conttltae a elle seule une Egliiie, 
uu qu*en participant a la cene dam one Eglise ou flilt necetiairemenf 
par la proftnion d'en dmsntr membra^ et de §• icpnrer'de celle ir 
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VkhmIU •■ ftfpwteMdt AopAnfUM. Mail m Mot !» iNit 
d'ffnan. I* taiiito ceoe a'a ripport %tt*a rggliM dii rtM ; ill^ae 
tifiiiit autre choae que la oommunioo tpiritiidle qii'ik out avce Jfi^ 
Cbrift et entre eoz par lenr foi, et par rctprit qa*I]i onl rceo, ct 
appartioit die droc/ a tooa eeaz qui oat eomnmiiiiNi a^ae Jemm,'it 
daDtlarieeitedHlaota. N*eet ce pai avMa—it^arta aa i mm fii 
U Savaar a dit ea prmnrtnt laconpa am diiclpig% * BttTiBaBteifc* 
£t I'apoira Faol n'ctt U pat atiez precis IprqaH eerit anx flUie M 
Coriothe, * La eeope de beoedictiooy laquelle nous beniefana^ n'aet eDe 
pat la oommnoion da taiif de Chritt? Et lapaio qol nooi lan- 
paat nVit fl pai la ctmamnlan da eorpide Chritt? V^aet94pnktrf% 
^n'oa teal pais Doat qol tooiaMt plotiaon aeiiiaua«a aaal aMft, 
ear noot tooiniet tout partidpane d'an OMnte pain.* , Et; qjOil ait.^ 
tital oorpe dont parle Tapotre ? Eit ee tenlement le oorpa TiaiUe ct 
materiel del 'EgUte de CoriDthe? N'ett ee paa Men plotot la eoipt 
tplrltod de Cbritt, eomme dane Rooa. ziL 6. et 1 Cor. idL Sf • La 
firaetka da pain eet la eeae da teignear, et nolleiMM; la aitaa €itm 
EfUte. Qnd plaitir det diretlent pea^eiit ilt troofer a aeaunoaiir 
entemUe, apret aroir conuBeoc^ par endure de ee wpat de finUOe 
qoelquet-a n t det enfimt qai derai^nt j ayohr part? Ah ! eombltn 
noe EgUte doit tlramilier dant le Jeone, dane le deail et dant kt 
lannet, lortqa*eUe te tMore dane la doaloavtBie obligatlaD d*cai 
mmkr on det BMOAbret da Jetna.^ ' 



It was extremely agreeable and surpriungy fiom id 
novelty, to hear this pleasing gentleman descant, with 
great warmth aod animation, on the practicahilky of a 
full assurance of ftkh, and of the high enooohigeaMats 
given on all hands to its attainment* In assuming this 
position, he dwelt upon the eternal love Qf God ; the 
giaoe and rnocy of the Saviour ; the ddightfid ficwiMSi 



o( tlic offur of lli« Holy Ulioiil ; llie lt<.-l)ika!< and giiiit.V 
tiHtiirc of mnn ; and the unspeakably iuitabic chttmcter 
bfthc atonumcnt, by which God woi juitt, and at the 
tame tiniu the justilicr of thctn who believe in Memiah. 
Truly it baa a ttuvcreign tendency to increase faitii, 
wh«n we hoKr a person wlioni we never law betbrflk 
iij*eaking another languagt^ whom we iimy never »e« 
Bg'ftin, ill llic simplicity iif Ids sold, evincing tliiit h(^ has 
laid liis rest <iu the Ruck iif Agm, the .Suviuur both of 
Britous and Freud iiuan ; and Liiviuj^binbeai't fullufaU 
the t^lorinus hopes that tbeer the pious mind of inhabi- 
tants of our own native laud, and of every other under 
heiivco's canopy. In the midst of the mad and ineuu> 
trollablc worldly wisdom of Paris, 1 du uunfess that 1 
frit not a little encoura)^ and invigorated by convef- 
bation of this kind, and I remrnibered and thought of 
the pMid friends who had introduced me to this society. 
Having ])roiiiiaed to return to-morrow ut leu o'clock, 
to transact some bank busineas aa to tbu Scotcli remit* 

tance, I took my leave. Mr. lives in a jilensant 

rural spot among the shrubberies of the suburbs, which 
forms another item of that aoble succession of garden 
and plcasurc-grouud. which contributos so muvh tu tht 
Inauty of I'aris, anil to the hunllb and dcbght of its in> 
babitiuita. I say deliglit— for siitli u sottisli word as 
comfort la not knowu liere : every thing is cxijuisite, 
anchanting, and ravishing ; their agreeable sensations 
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ia imall mattera being mudi more piqiaat than those on 
the north side of the ehaniiel. 

Bat to proceed with oar travels. AAer some eowrer^- 
sation of the very politest and sorapalously cefletnonl 
stamp, with sandry stall-venders and shoe-blacks oa 
the road» I arrived at the taU^ dark R«e * < ■■ ■ i-^iat^ 
time for dinner, at half-past five o'clock ; h«vi9g oesa* 
sion on the way to suspect a carious trait of natioiial 
contrast, which experience confirmed^-vis. that whcfwii 
theeivility of an English gentleman has a praaeaesa Is 
beiebme,- among the lower ordeirs- of- his oomitryaMai 
radeness, the farther down it descends ; so hi Waaoa^ 
on the coatrary, manner and cereaiony seem la have a 
tendency to become extravagant among the rolariefs» 
and to attain a bright of absurdity among the mendi« 
cants and dregs of the canaille ; which seems a siogidar 
droumstance. 

The progress of the narrative brings the reader onoe 
more in contact with a dinner scene. Behold lis theie^ 
fore again,-a party of eight, in the small dark anti-rooai^ 
hy the rays of a lamp, mingled with borrowed light 
throagh glass-doors to the caf(§ and kitchen; pretty 
4ittle Delphine attending to the interests of the former; 
Oustave the cook sending up, from the latter, eoarsss 
in piping hot successiou ; Madame presidkig^ bat, wltt 
the assistance of the gar^on, and every body's asnstaaee^ 
seeing that all wants are supplied* As for omr hosty^lie 
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ban liltU'. l<> du wilU duiuuBlic economy : Uc ntleuil* tlie 
Ooa(^li-ufliccii,tiii<lbiiugiiii||jiueiitii; aiUuHtHttllutVuirsciin- 
cerninK tlitir luggage oiid puHsportH ; HccumpituicB tlicta 
hi iKt th« towD ; Diakt's purcliuvuH ; intrmliitci to tailuni, 
■lioeuiakerH, ami otiicr luriiishcrB; Kivcit bcccl tothv jK>Kt- 
oi\i<x de|uirtm«nt ; bo tliat lie is never in one place, but 
continually u|KiH the trot.enti anil drinks whenever he findl 
tinHi fur Hurh (xxiipntiun, und BnatuhvB a sleep in th« 
Butvaii (les MeiRiiKericB whik tbu diligence fruiii — - ■ '— 
u expected. Allhi>ii){h, therefore, our table is denonii- 
Baled table <l'hii1«, yet I do nut reeoUtKt that we ever 
bail our host there to do the hondurs. Rut what does 
tliat aiguify, while M. Joinville in ulwnys then-, who liiti 
been a regular lodger al the Hotel de ' ■ fur seve- 
ral years, \a M. Joinville has at mucb the exclusive 
KIT of a Frenchman a» any that has frequented our ciif6, 
J may mt^'Ution, lliat I lia<l not been long upiin the [ire- 
rniseB before mine UuBt aixjuaiutetl me that bti was 
" uii brave liomnie," " uu bel etijirit," and [HniieMiuii the 
ear of many influuntiul ))eiiple. He has a grain, but ia 
tbe miuut«iit degree |)ONiibl«, of '■ fiert<^" in bin eye und 
manner : juBt av uueh aM to make bim fdt to be Bume- 
wbat, and oo more. lie i» resolutely and invariably 
polite and oUi|,;ing, — tbis f uiti very well ; he will not 
give up his jioint, but keeps it with all eourteiy, and 
speaks with that well-iupportcd fluuni-y which is natu- 
ral to a FrL'uebinan. He is rich in glos«y black hair, 
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with ringlets a U mode ; dark eyea— almost feminme, 
they are so fine; a damask cheek, a good nose, bat 
mouth wrinkled and of superior size. He is tall, how- 
ever, and well made, and knows it ; which knowledge 
he manifests, in devoting favourable looks to liimadf in 
the mirror as he passes : and in this, perhaps, he is not 
espedally singular ; as most men that I have known 
have no objections to take a look of their phiz, in stop- 
ping for a second at some looking-glass that hangs 
opportunely, as if it were for nothing else bnt to give 
their beard a stride upwards. With this aooomiri&died 
person, therefore, at its head, the atfairs of the taUe 
succeeded well. M. Joinville served the soap, carved 
tiie bouilli and other dishes in succession, hdped them 
round, preiised the guests to drink wine, and made eveiy 
thing agreeable. In conversation he displayed gieat 
knowledge of the town, of what was going on at comt, 
with a miscellaneous variety of interesting informatioo, 
always acceptable at meal-time. In short, I waa so 
taken with the attainments of this gentleman, that I 
retained him for my improvement in the language, and 
other Parisian instruction, for the short time I waa to 
remain in the capital ; and after this he came regularly 
to me at seven o*clock each morning, besides attending 
particularly to my conversation and information durinj^ 
the dinner-hour. Let it not be thought a strange thing 
that M. Joinville undertook the business of a teadier ; a 
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French ram I sticks «ot to one employment, Uit ilous « 
IkUe at every thiiit; willun tiis reach to turn the p<;tniyj 
tnd 1 bad no rcftwn tu te^tcl niy employment of thia 
clever jKrsoK, who juiued to nitny tmerul (juaMuUioai 
ft ooinpet«Bt kiiowW^ o( pKiich grvntniar. 

I ouittrd tu mention in ils jilace, tliat, (luring tite 
perambulation a uf mine best ati'l me, one afteinoon, we 
etept in for twenty niiniites to tbe Fraiicimi Amjibi- 
theatre, in the Boulevardii, MonUnarlru : wc llierc saw 
wariuus exhitiilions of boreemanship, ami the bailie 
of Navai'inu, mixed with a. land iikiruiish of meu, 
women, liortica and camels. This amusement may do 
for children, but I soon tired of it. There was dancing 
rIso, which, though not so intentionally obscene as what 
a described of Turkish brutality, and which it meant 
to represent, was yet so careless, in point of decency, 
as to create (vuslderablc disgust. 

Being an enslaved devoted, rather than a mere ad- 
mirer of music, I WU9 induced to go to-night tu the 
Academic lin hi Musitjue, where I niuat admit thut I 
was extremely soothed and comforted with till; harmony. 
1 cannot but regret that this celestial kind of pleasure — 
1 mean this in a lower sense — cannot be bad safely in 
public. To a person of a depressed habit of spirits, 
nothiag can exceed the bodily consolation and sweetness 
it iuparls. It is said that when tbe African negroes are 
atung by a certain j)uis<inuus animal, it induces a me- 
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lancholy that nothing but soft mmic can relieye, Not- 
withstandrog that I have often heard raperior muaio— 
the French being deficient in all that regards thia 
science — I had not for long enjoyed any worldly delight 
equal to this concert : who can describe it but him who 
snid — 

" That strain again, it had a dying fall : 
Ob ! it came o'er my ear like the sweet South 
Breathing upon a bed of Tiolets, 
Stealing and glTtng odoor.** 

But it is not for mere tickling of a cnrions ear that I 
am a debtor to this charming art : it iVeqnently proves 
a refreshment to exhausted nature, and sometimes com- 
pletes the perfect removal, for a time, of certain feelings 
of deep and awful experience ; which, however, four- 
and-twenty years have rendered, in some measore, 
habitual. Nevertheless, during the supeiiative happi- 
ness I enjoyed, the occasional wantonness of the dancing 
came across my conscience, and the question occurred, 
what hast thou to do here ? 

The nations of Europe, I believe, silently leave to 
France the palm of the art of dancing, in all its branches ; 
the universal indifference with which this superiority is 
yielded, proves that the accomplishment is not regarded 
as of the most exalted character. I was sui^rised, 
however, to find so little to admire in the French ballet, 
t somehow expected in the performers at least symmetry 
of shape, beauty of attitude, and grace of motion ; but 
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I was altogether disftppotnted. The corps ilrariiatiijii« 
is very numerous ; and the female dancers come furth 
skipping on the ata^e, having out the appearance of 
beautiful women, but rather, by the oddity of their 
dreas an<l form, of pretty monkeys. There they twial 
and writhe themselves into postures, which display' 
contortion rather than elegance ; and, instead of seeking 
to please by a beautiful disposition of step and niove< 
ment, their whole aim seems to be to produce somethitiff 
extremely difiicult of execution ; such as whirling 
swiftly round on the point of the toe, or some other 
feat equally devoid of beauty and agreeable effect. 
As for the male performers of this craft, really the very 
idea of men exercising such a profession, creates nothing 
but unniinglcd contempt. So that I venture to pronounce - 
French excellence in this art as a mistake. In a short 
time I was glad to get out of Hight of the tissue of non- 
sense that was going on upon the stage, to call it no- 
thing worse ; and having ensconced myself in a sofa; 
behind the door-keeper, iu the passage, I heard all, and 
saw notliing. Having, from this outside situation, got 
first down to the street, at dismissal of the spectacle, 
and gone up the Kue Pcllctier, to the Roulcvard des 
Italieus, I tlionglit 1 bad got into another opera-house 
in the open air ; such was the glare of light, and the 
gallant appearance of the plumed and silken crowds of 
ladies and gcnilenicn, of all descriptions ; the racket of 



canriagety and briHiancy of bdodis a»d ci£b. B«i» of 
tbe Bottkrards again : I got koour a3 ftat as I couM* 
glad thai I was not dependent for iuteUectnal Had iocUl 
pleasure apon the factitioaa deh^kl* of Frencli tfmiuft 
paiiiesy whether within ckiara or withont^i ' Chk eoUsf 
to the hotel I had a long eony«eBatioB ifkh « wtusStik 
English geatleauiQ^ vbo had resided soiae tiiie ki 
France, and who eonfirmed me in a good many id<ssa I 
had taken np« After which I slipt off to bed. 



On awakening this noniing I fell in%o the folkwhig 
sofik)qay :-~&hall you not, as yon onee intended, -iA* 
joum to a better hotel than thia ? I don't kioow ; I can't 
be troubled with changes ; the people are so kind and 
eiYil too. Besides, who is to know any thing of whett I 
lodge in Paris ; and every thing about the plaoe Is qaite 
respectable. Almost ashamed of such morning exerd$e 
of mind, I moved tbe following resolutions oh this iai* 
portant sobfect : — 

I. Resolved, that as I am only to be a short time in 
Paris, it is not worth while to shift quarters, 

II. As one so ignorant of France, its language and 
modes, as 1 am, is necessarily dependent upon those 
about him for information, I might not easily fid! in 
with people who would, in all points, take so mncb 
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Iroutilc uilli luy itistruclJon as the mhabitants of tbe 
bouse, t'rurii old Mrs. Colombo, who sewa u|M>n the 
■tairs, tlowu to little Delpiiiiic, with her e<kip|iing'ro{)«, 
ill tbe 60.(6. 

III. As Mr. Juiuville dinea here always, aud is reedy 
of access lo explain suadry matterB with which 1 Bcrupli; 
not tp trouble him ; therefore, fiDally resolved, tliut her« 
•hall he the at&ff of tuy rest. 

Ill a short time, Jucqucs, the ehatubcr, nut maid, but 
mail, cutiie in to take my clothes and shoes. This 1 
elderly perxon, of prepossessing; appearance, who, t 
usual in France, makes the beds and does u)) the roc 
1 obseived, however, that bis wife, who lives on 
common stair, assisted him in this occupatiua. " Cum- 
meiit vous porter vuus, Jacques 7 fait il beau temps c< 
matin. Oui Mousieur, il fait temps superb; j'espere ' 
que vous avcz bieu donni." 

And a fine French morning it was ; the sky of serene 
ajcure, aad tbe venders of vegetables and other native 
coniuoditica in full cry : some of their notes arc outr6, 
and very pleasing ; but to understand the words wa* 
post my ability. When 1 descended to breakfast, I 
found in the caf£ a little plain woman, sUtitig at a table 
with tea and toast before her ; but of whidi she waa 
not eating a bit, being iu a state of concern amounting 
ajmuat lo perturbation. An uu sophisticated Euglisher 
abe was, who bad come to m^t sojne frieadaoabuii* 
N« '"" " ' 
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nets in Pttris^ Imi w)io&i she ooaU wU 6mi ihimigh all 
the town. Unable so muck as to wpeak a syHaUe of 
Fnspich, and having never befpre, akhonf^ fifty jaam 
old» been above a mile or two firom home, I ranne>con^ 
oeive how she mastsred speech to. order hreahfiiel; it 
most have been by the language of signs* . Bat less 
scarce yet help huigbtng at her looh of helphensorprisi^ 
mingled with comfort, when she found 1 wan. FngWA; 
lor the darh sUeets, toiwering houses^ and horvihle im- 
pression previously conceived of the chaaMafaor of the 
French, had reduced heir to a stale.qf greal dtprtasionu 
Having made inquiry fnwi what pari of Eng^d -aha 
came, and being acquainted with aladywhoKvadin 
her neighbourhood, and whom she described aa a* tn« 
cellent person and very good to the poor, I though I 
had never beqome so popular with any body in ao.aberl 
a time. But it is astonishing on what a suaU bas^ 
acquaintance commences in albreigB land* I eoniMS I 
was not ill pleased, in the country of infidelity, ta mini 
into contact with a person of gr^ worth, who I dia* 
covered had been the gratoitous teacher of a sabbath* 
school in her native village for many years. She ea« 
pressed herself desirous of attending English evaagelical 
worship on the morrow, which I promised to arrange 
for her ; although mine host, who dropi in during our 
conversation, suggested the propriety of going to Ver- 
sailles to see the water-works. 
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I wu now preparing to start for Ibe Rev. Mr. — — , 
on whom 1 hmi waited yMtorday. But b voice at the tfcmr 
of the citf^, mentioning my name, I found ihiH was Mr. 
— kiniiteir, who hn<l walked some mile* for thcpurpose. 
We Ihevefiirc ndjournvd to Mr. Mallet the banker's, 
where our business was done (under a large portrait of 
Sir Walter Scott,) in the Bpace of nitout twenty minut«B : 
perhapi in Marryatt & Co.'s, in Chenptnde, it would 
have talteti three ; hut the French are fur behind us In 

all commercial matters ; and Mr. instead of |>ocket' 

ing the Scutch euhHcriplion in a small conijuiss of 
golden Niipoleuns or hank Botes, descended to tho 
street with a bug of silver coin of inconvenient weight, 
which he carried like a common porter ; silver atone 

being a legal lendei- In this realm. Mr. having 

further business and some pastoral visits to make, 1 had 
little more con versatiou with tiim, except a word or two 
concerning his children, one of whom he had lost, in 
the (anguuge of the world, but not in that of heaven, 
for she was " airpres a Dieu." I lometime afterwardi 
visitetl a friend of his, who gave nie an account of the 
deathbed scene of thiit little child, out of which I shall 
aeleot one passage, which nmy show the view that it 
taken on so solemn an occasinn by pious men in this 
<]Uarter of the world i — " Son pcre vivement pressf [wr 
le desii' si nature! aux chretirns de savoir bien cxacte- 
menl ou cs est devant Dieu i'ame d'un enfant cheri. 
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qui va qatUer ce monde, cut aoni avec die la ccNMrer" 
sation suivanCe : As tu peur <le moaiir, ma dKaa^co*-. 
fante? NoD.---Si tu meurt, ou iras tu ? Vera k baa 
Dieu* — £t meritea tu d*aller vera le boa Dieu t Ob, nuL 
— £t pourquoi ? Paroeque je niia mechante.— Ei mim 
ea flueebaote, ou meritea tu dialler? £o eufer, 4ana^l^, 
feu* — Maia ti tu merites dialler daas le feo^ comitiait 
peases tu aller vers le bon Dieu ? A oe mots, jregardast 
son pered*uD air presqueetoon^qo'UluifitaaetelieqiifiH- 
tion sur vne chose qui etait pour elle si aimplei ti da!- 
mentaire et si halMtuellement pratique^ elle lai fepMdJit 
avec repanchement de la plus douce coofiaooe, en ineiae 
temps^ qu' avec an grand serieux: Eh J paraeque 
Jesus Christ est mort pour moi sur la croix/' 

1 had hitherto gone abroad for the most part, into 
this great world of streets, under the charge of aome 
one ; but now bought a city map, and detemuned . to 
pilot for myself. I succeeded tolerably well in the fittt 
essay, which was a journey of some mile oi two aonas 
the Seine to the neighbourhood of the Tjnemboaiy 
Grardens, for the purpose of waiting on a genttonaa to 
whom I had letters. This I accomplished aft the expense 
of half-a-dozen mistakes, and losing about an hoar: 
but every thing was agreeably rectified- by the delight- 
ful courtesy of the inhabitants, who really wei£ pot to 
considerable trouble and waste of time in setting me.tp 
rights upon this occasion. I returned again towards 
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Ihc Stiitc. i« tbe Mght of whidi I Biwaykfi^ Ktrenlivd ] 
indec^l titere in itoiiMtUinjj; pleaung in tb« aspect uf 
runiiiny wiiter ul all liaita ; it rniseit a aicci'vt ttnjujDient 
ia the mind, wlittlici il be b gualiiiig; rivulet on >u ioter-i 
minitblc txble uiour, oit aii inpetuuua rlvcc in tbe lowci 
gkti. Hut KM cuQipaied with llie Buukvards, JanJiua^ 
UkI Palaiti Kujal, tbere inltMUi of arliAciulueaa on tUa 
noble bankii of tbi' livcr. A sliow vi aiiiiuuteii anii 
real buiinena obtains bere ; tbe tbrungs are intent aud 
active, presaing in pursuit of tlit; variuuH olijeat Hbith 
constitute iho regular ctnpbyiuont of life: aiiU ultboui^li 
tbe niiKs of the stream is small Kbcn measured by tha 
'niameii at Lonilou, yet from the inioiense hci);lit anil 
imposing structiire of the houses on either sitle, tlin 
aspect of the whole ia much mure cuinjiact and grand ; 
tbe small yarriii and endoaures on the Tbaiitcs' siile an 
meau itud wretched iu cunipariaoii. 

It ma; be proper to |>o»iicim my reader, from time to 
time, with those phonoiucoa of French »uciely whicU 
opened gradually to my view. About tltia time 1 bef^an 
to iMirceive iu how much greater n decree life iu devoted 
t» light amusement bere than iu Engluud ; thuiu in 
therefore a larger demand throughout fur trinketn, or* 
saments, prints, pieluree, aud dress. The multituda 
of print-Bhaps, of booths for millinery, nnd every tbiuf 
that ftdministers to the vanity of man and woman kiiul, 
ia unequulled in this metropolia of gaiety. Mitdi iiuall 
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busineM b transacted in tbe open air ; and the baaiu 
of the Seine are k>aded with alraoet everj saleable tbivf 
lor human acoommodation. To go to seek for lions, 
therefore, is needless in Paris ; there b as much to 
amnse, in the comer of every street, as may satisfy a 
stranger for many weeks, without aspiring to any more 
piquant diversioa* Drinking in novelty, therefore, in 
copious draughts, I looked at the passing myriads of 
strange faces, and sauntered from book-stand to priiit> 
stall; Irom that again to a conjuror who swallowed 
four swiMrds at once : I then watched a pati«nt fishing- 
party, or endeavoured to see how the washer-women 
washed in the covered rafts in the river ; which I soon 
delected was not in collapsing with the hand, bat m 
rubbing the linen with a soapy brush on a flat pieee 
of board* Crossing by the Pont an Change, I deviated 
towards the centre of Paris ; and pissed through S4»ie 
streets, if such they might be called, of a description 
that surpassed all my former ideas. The hideous dark- 
ness of eight stories mourned over-head ; and - there 
seemed room for two carriages merely to grace each 
other in passing below. Truly a more continuous gloom 
I never witnessed. Any scene of horror, of however 
deep dye and terrible extent, might have taken placxia 
this dismal abode. Que would have thought it the very 
focus of the massacre of St. Bartholomew : and though 
this is imaginary, yet the woful abridgment of health 
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•md comfort the inhabitanti endure is not so ; and a 
reasonable call they have to devote as much time as pos- 
sible to a walk, and a moderate quantity of recreatioii 
in an adjacent Boulevard or Jardin. 



Sundojf, 4th May, . 
When I awoke this morning, I was startled at the 
somd of the street cries for sale of wares, with the voic^ 
of labour, of various kinds, mingled with whistling and 
singing. It appeared as if the bands of society bad 
given way^ and every man was doing what was right 19 
his own eyes* It has always appeared to me that no- 
thing in a nation's practice is so healthful as the regular 
and sober keeping of the Sabbath. I would feel even 
disposed to compromise with a little puritanical asce- 
ticism, to ensure the general remembrance of that day. 
On this subject my thoughts wandered this morning in 
various channels. I am not sure that they were guided 
by any logical coherency, while I fell bto the following 
reflections. I remember, when a child, being chilled 
and dismayed at the desolate pause of a Scotch Sabbath 
momiag i perhaps this will always be the effect while 
the mind has not an adequate understanding of the 
gospel system, and is not filled with some measure of 
peace in antidpating the promised joys of eternity. 
Bill when things divine are trusted in and possessed, 



the seclusien of the first day <if the. ^ipeek hnfumm « 
subject of rejoicing ; the heart broods over its 
4n secret, vniotemipted and mhanissed nHh-lhe 
of life. Perhaps, however — but this I feel, 
about — perhaps, thought I, it might not be inmnsnnssf 
with the real nature of this gracious festival, that -ill 
outward appcarssce were to be more joyful .thwiiA 
exists in Scotland. Children might be trnt^tOo ^Mf 
hymns on some parts of Sabbath momiof.. iPaiiMfi 
the shutting them from the light of day apd ■tnA'fk 
(which some good people practise) is. mote thoe ipA 
and notion of man, than what is derived from tiiajii^ 
lof God. Going to the sanctuary in Israel waa 
aooompaaied with outward expressions of joy ; 
and cymbals excited the animal spirits, . and the Poyid 
Saint himself danced with all his might before tteaik 
•of the Lord. The spiritual joy of N«w Tffftammt 
Chrtstians manifeiAed itself in songs, atid in feasts, oa 
the Lord*s day^ 

In reference to general regularity of deportifianti whal 
would some pious but strict peilons think of the fiiUow- 
ing detail :-*- 

A young pak are about to be maorried. Instead of a 
meagre selection of friends to attend in silence and 
gravity, all their acquaiatance are invited, and wne 
trooping to a magnificent feast, which is conducted ia 
the ordinal^ manuer of the 'land, and is <so nTuflkalad 
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KDil miniptuiiiis ill ilH itrranp;pti)eiilK tlint a finvtriior is 
roiiiiireil t*( kvry proper ordi^r, 'Die Savlimr <if lh« 
world, io fhr frani cMndeinniiif^ the mxue of fi'stivliv, 
imintcniinces U by lua bcii't|E;n prcntenco. If the Scrip- 
MiwM did Dot amun? ua ot' thin fact, tnnny (t {i^oofl Chrit- 
Itaii wuulit not btlitve it poanblc. ftut this is nnt ntl : 
There ka wint dispciitted at this fciiBt, and in siirli lius- 
jltoehle Ulieralily, that the supply fnili. Surely a n>[)mi)f 
MtowN lIiiH exceHR : but no, more wine ii waiittil, and 
more vi'iite is provided. How ? by the assistance of 
come npighboiir, wIkmw good will and jollity exceeds 
kls sense of pTdpriely. Not so : btit by the Creator and 
Preserver of all things himself; and with his (gracious 
henevnlenrc on thiti occasion, he conilcscendH to inter- 
weave a winning proof of his divinify; for a miracle is 
iiitrnduced to display at r>nce his nflectton nnd hiM 
transcendent jwwcr. And nwt only thin, litit ihc car- 
tiot miracle the divine lawgiver [lerforms, (be first ex- 
traorditmry miinnions and invitation to all cikIn of the 
•orth to come and trust in him, is aehieverf in tiie act 
of fumishinv to a large niiacellaneons company an 
■trticle, which some of bis follimcm, in present times, 
would perhaps scniplo to make use of at till ; and up<m 
«n occasion of the display and show of which tbeir tits- 
approbation would Bcnrcc Iw diiNtum. 

So much i« man in his bent Slate liable to wundtr l<> 
extremes, aud to set up in )iin pmetici- f()r being wistr 
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than hearen iisdf. Is there any moral turpitude is 
mugic and dandng, when the Savkyor noti«es tlie'aimyHl 
of the Prodigal as being rewarded hy mtth mafka'MT 
festive rejoiciDg; and that, tsoo, ander the -eitpwii 
direction of one, who is held as a type of the heawmtfy 
Father himself in his office of mercy, in the reee|)tkli 
of returning penitents ? i* • ivc 

Such views as these, it occurred to me at the mo M ft i l^ 
might be held without trenching on the- Boutdnekf'di 
that position, which reprobates pqUic balls, «iasliii 
and theatricals, as at present constituted. But does it 
not reprove the doctrine of tibooe who syatemntioaih^ 
oppose recreation of every kind, and pretend tO'ealer^ 
minate it from the economy of human life as aauglHy imd 
dangerous ? And ought not the rdigious world to-malDt 
some positive provision for safe and rational recreatioi^ 
as a part of their system ? ••.■': 

I give these reflections as they occurred to me this 
morning. Whether they proceed from a true or spuiaon 
principle, I am. at a loss to detect ; perhaps there ls«t 
bottom too much a desire to unite the world with: the 
service of God, as I often find to be my secret and hy- 
pocritical inclination ; and, after all, it nmy be very 
diflicult to make any judidous arrangement irfthc kind 
proposed ; the deoeitful human heart might take advan- 
tage of a relaxation of strictness, and the lecrealioii 
system might be found not to wcMk wdl in experience. 



1 am glut! it is none of my duly to a<Uiist (lio matter 
tor general une. On descentlinii; to breakfast, 1 foiinil 
Mrs. I*. an.\iou3 to lee nic, bo 1 gave her a long written 
direction to the place when' Mr. WUka was to preach at 
twit o'clock, viz., iu the school-room oil' the Oratory of 
the Kue St. Honor^; and the nmgnanimoux Oiistave 
pruiuised to convey her thither, with what success we 
afaall see hereafter. I then pushed away some miles to 
tlie Rue Marbeuf, Champs E\yatei, to the Chapel of the 
fiflv. Mr. Lewis Way, where English service is perforiaetl 
according to the cBtablished form. My paili, therefore, 
leading otioe more through the palaceu of kings, I took 
a. walk through the magnificent pleasure grounds, irij- 
^rulldcd ill the auuaU of my promenades. Coaches, 
military men of every uniform, statues, ladies, chesnut 
gfTovcs, long pleosiint avenues, thran^s and groups in 
Sunday clulhes, ami all Llie vain pomp and glory of the 
world swimming before my eyes; games nt bowh, 
mnniug matches, shuttlecocks. Whethi^r it was this 
melange of gaudy show and empty pleasure, or the 
wilderness of folly iu my own heart, infinitely transcend- 
ing all outward dissipation, I know not ; but I filt by 
no means in a right fraine to enter the courts of <>od 
with thankfulness, and his gates with praise. 

Mr. Way's chapel is a small hut elegant structure. 
There were about two to three hundred, all English, 
but no fuce ihat I knew. When one sees an asseuiblnec 
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of countrymen al»oad, be Imw a feeliag of ezpectetioii 
that lome of tbem may be known to him by h^amay <rf 
othembe. I dctennined not to ooaie back in tbeaficf- 
noon through theie fields of vanity ; and^ so ictorning 
into the thick of the city, I, with aone difficaliy* ionit4 
my way to the Salle d*£ook» adj^onrt to the Pxoteatant 
Oratory, Rne St. Hoaor^^ where Eng^tith aerrice ia per- 
formed by the Rev. Mr. Wilka^ in tbn simple form need 
by the Independent Church. Here I arrived throagh.a 
length of stairs and strait passages, to a place of vastly 
plain appearance ; a perfect eQnventicle» with a Mimbcf 
of small straw-bottomed chairs, and a low desk« JU is 
impossible not to be struck with the boldness of that 
unembellished mode of worship, which, inespecthe of 
organs, robes, or responses, addresses itself plainly to 
the understanding, and seems to disdain thstootwanl 
traf^ngs of ritual. 

Such may do for a selection of Hampdens or So* 
crates* ; and the exclusive adoption of this rational and 
artless service is the boast of my native land,; hot, 
under correction, I am not quite sure that it is the beat 
fur a miscelliiQeous audience : at the risk of some con- 
tempt, I venture to acknowledge a predilection for 
something more tangible, where the people have more 
to do and the preacher less. 

The want of good music, I have always inclined to 
think, was a real defect in Scotch worship ; and I won* 
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dcr fhAt this is not more felt and corrected. It is no 
tru(e g^and of objection to instrumental music, that it 
was formerly/ and is still used by the Romish church ; 
but this, I believe, has been the prindpal impediment 
to the introduction of it into Scotland. That there is 
ti6 trace in the New Testament of other thau vocal 
melody in devotion by our Saviour and his disciples. 
Would militate with equal force against the accommoda«- 
tioB of churches, and other conveniencies* Indeed, the 
exitortation in the gospel to make melody in our hearts, 
may with as much propriety be applied to hearers and 
acCompaniers of the organ, as to those engaged in the 
painAil discord of Scotch psalmody. 
' The use of the harp of David shows that heaven did 
not once disapprove of songs being sung with the heart, 
to the choral harmony of strings ; and there seems no 
good reason why we should retain the meaning of the 
lyric words, and reprobate the mode of using them. 
He^en permits us the use of psahnody, that the natu- 
ral excitement of music may sweeten our devotion ; 
otherwise the verses might as well be said as sung. If 
therefore we, on mistaken pretences, reject the better 
assistance that heaven expressly pentaits to our frailty, 
can it be said that we act In this respect according to 
the divine will ? 
, I am not skilful in discriminating the various exceU 

lencies of preachers ; but I felt satisfaction in the lucid 

0* 



and {onMe statement of tlie «oq>et by Mrj WBio^ in 
tfte midst of tbe overwbeMng dnetnv ofParim&'oav^ 
nality. Tbc diseomnM wnsvpon PUlip aiid4lM-enaiidi>i 
and some -cxbertatiiMis were ^veB^eTcalo private Chiisti 
tians, to tuMdst oth^s in tbe«eadi»g«nd raderstiuMlini; 
die Bible. I bad prerioesly ■ been ipoasessed mii sum 
desipes^nd iatrntions in tbis directioiitt nnd upon 4MBi«f 
ing home 1 thought of addressing ii person' n^ lsved<in 
our hotd upon some teligiotts topie; but spasodisnpr 
pointed to find no fevonrsUe opening fottsneb oonwr* 
siatioay as the individual in question was 'Oieenfiindalia 
Fi^noh translation of Sir Walter Scoltfs hranlHia^. whmb 
is, I suppose, a fair specimen of tbe general chiiaetis 
of Paris-Simduy seading* I was«trudkisitb one frnture 
cff Sabbath breach beve, "whccb marks a differentpnc^ 
from ours : amid direct profanity and fturgetfulnesn of 
the fourth eomrnandnieiitoo all sides, there appeared 
none of that graceless effrontery, reckless brasen deft- 
anee» which is often to be lamented on thefront of Iboss 
who violate tbe Lord*s day in Scotland. * Here all is 
decent and moderate; the people play and'aanmeone 
another in ' sobriety j- arid with a soit: of iLindlinesa ;. no 
one is intoxicated ; there are no combats and tiotoos 
brawls, no scenes of contest and blood. Tbegr nie 
taught that amusement ou^ht, after service, to be the 
order of the day ; they know nothing else apparently, 
and make due use of the peimissioiu . . 



All tliis inattor-of-cDume and loiii|icnil(> detxtrtJiicrit, 
during ttie iiifringeinent of tliosv sa4;red bourn in which 
uur Suviuur roae I'rum the dead, Hbowfttliei'viltii bctti* 
muro deeply routed unil irretrievable. 1 uiidriiiLandi 
however, that villi genuiue ChrittiaDa the Subbatli i» 
kept Iruly; nm) that theatricals an'l dubious unusc- 
menbi are by them rigidly abHtained from as in Scotland, 
even (HI ordinary week diiys. 

Amid tbv liandsuuK! uiiil itUHleHt-loukiiig jjruups of 
English f<utuuleB in the c»ngregation, I did iml {WTceive 
my worthy little Salibalh -schooler i so thiit wbiil 1 hod 
CMijeclured proved true, notwithstanding my written 
ilirections. Gustave had failed to disuiver for her the 
retreat of the Sullu d'Euuk'. If it had buen to any of 
the boulevards or theatres, no doubt he would have 
been a surer ((uidu : atid he had juut tossed her IVum 
street tu street, ntnoug; tumultuous and gay thn>nB;a, 
pi'dbably without much object beyond his own aniusL*- 
faent, and the fiuuc be wu to receive for his pilotag:e. 
On returning to dinner between five and six o'cluck, 
therefore, I found her in a woful plight. i>he wns<|uit« 
obimC' 1 for she said she had not spokeu so much as one 
wonl to a moKal since 1 left the cafu at eleven o'clock. 
Along with u wuuderful |K>rtiou of genuine guodneiis of 
eharaeier, Mr«. i*. iiowciiHed & dash of British fierti, 
which diiphtyed itself at the present time, in looks and 
cxclunmtiuns where licrceucss and benevolence strove 
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for the mastery. She never had expected to siee and 
spend a Sabbath-day like this^ no, not in the world. 
She would sooner have died than come toFrance, if she 
had known this ; and would start to-morrow, and ^et 
6ut of this afiful country, as fest as honlies or Bteam 
could carry her. 

The rest of the dinner-party were at a loss, I pre- 
sume, to divine the true cause of her perturbation and 
affliction ; probably they could not liave believed that 
all this arose from disappointment in not hearing divine 
service, and from grief of heart to see the mode of a 
foreign Sabbath-day. However, they made much of 
her, and helped her to sundry comfortable viands; 
which, it must be confessed, had by degrees a wonder- 
ful effect in reconciling her to hdr situation. My Scots 
friends will perhaps a little maliciously insinuate, that a 
good dinner will reconcile an English man or woman to 
any thing ; and no doubt they do in the south consider 
more idolatry due to the stomach than we on the other 
bank of the Tweed. I remember once that a most ex- 
cellent English lady of my acquaintance expected to re- 
ceive a letter, containing tidings that might be painfully 
disagreeable. She did receive such a letter, just imme- 
diately before dinner ; but the epistle she would not 
unseal till she had laid in acomfortable and strengthening 
meal. She then ascended to her own chamber ; said her 
prayers ; entered into the secrets of the vexatious com- 



uiijiik'ntiiiiii cried l<>r uUiut Uti iiiiiiiiU'x. uml rvlunirtt 
(lifnii «tuiM U> tlicvompiLiiy, iu u nii)ili;rntvljiHiti«tiiMl ttciU 
twftii of bud^ (inil uiiiiil. Now iliis was ull vorj propel 
ttiitl .)uJiciiiuH i but 1 duulit if uny ScotRWumaii woul4 
tutvu ]'(>llu»cd uul a Hiiiiilar liiu- uf prucc«diu{(. I further 
fumisbcd Mri. P. my niUo uf cnu UUiut ion, by leudinp 
her u tmct of Mr. Irvi(if);'i upon the ititte uf tlie Scutcb 
churcb, tvliich 1 met with in pnii*iiiK through London j 
fiir rIic had on bniik* cjicept her Dililt, which, howwor/ 
M the bcHt. I |ir(uiiiicd iiliu to liikv hur, on the murrow 
evening, to a I'ruleHtunt Mijuiiiiiittry Meuting. " A Pro- 
tealaiit MiHuionary Mvcliiig in Van* I" " Yen: and in 
the Nttnic place that I hvnrd Hcnuon." Thin began to 
put my fricud in tolcral>It^ ^uud Mpiritv, itg thnt vha 
IbouKht Mhe would ulay another diiy or two ; und it inr 
■pir«d hct witli nucU i^ratitude to mo, that ebo duclurcd 
stie would ri'mcmbiT nic the lungCBt day she hod to live, 
So chenp in ))i)im|[krity wliorc favourable t:ircumiiluiicea 
•11 (;onH|>iri', Itut Kuch auotbiu- day a» tliin she hoped 
■be woul<l never >iKn(t — MUeb diicomfurU Ilut, then^ 
■he IN lo comt'iirtnble in all respect* in Englaud ; mIi* 
haN sueb uti ugrerable mother. At tliia stroke of old 
maidiHli independeney on bunband or ebildrcn fur k 
cbaniu-l of the virtuous all'ections, 1 waa a little in- 
clined tu M::i!ie ; but, tu tull the truth, I have Meldom 
>«en HUi'h an example of pluinncss in liiec and person, 
a* my new Qe(|uuintonce exhibited ; yet there wiis a 
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propitious and open-hearted worth abont h^^ liiat en- 
gaged the good-wiU of all around, as I afterwards leamr^ 
notwithstanding the French put an inordinate ▼aloe orf 
female mein and appearance. 

' This afternoon, lest I should witness tb^ acin6 and 
essence of French foUy in the degrading,. giiil^ aiuiisei4 
ments of the Champs £lys6es and other resorts, I le^* 
treated to my chamber, grateful, but not sufficiently sd^ 
that there had been accorded to me, the privilegies of 
a Christian Sabbath, although I had not heard officiate 

the well beloved O , to whose ministrations I was 

afterwards to become indebted. Would that the eternal 
right hand of the .Lord might be lifted up in kiiHbiess 
upon this city, devoted at present to the Prince of the 
power of the air I The outward aspect of thespadoos 
scenes I have surveyed thb day, are at the psosing 
moment covered with splendour, and agitated with fes* 
tivity. But were they to be regarded in the miiror of 
truth, each beautiful chesnut blossom ought to be a 
sepulchral chi^ilet, emblematical of death in trespasses 
and sins : the walks should be carpeted in crape ; the 
swans ought to be birds of evil, omen ; the statues 
fiends ; the jets, cascades of fire. Can charity itself 
presume that less than this shall be the £ite cf that 
place that lives without God in the world. Alas 1 this 
thought is searching. Shall more privileged, and there- 
fore more guilty, Scotland escape 1 Till now she hath 
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not been hitherto backward to contend with France, ii^ 
wars of bate and extermination : in she and her inhar 
bitants not called upon now to wage a war of love with 
the powers of darkness on behalf of France ? Let each 
traveller bethink himself of this, and O 1 my heart, 
what hast thou yet done in this honourable combat ?— 4 
Thooghta of this kind, (would I could say deeds !) and 
some pritate religious exercises, passed the evening of 
my first Sabbath in Paris. 



This momiBg M. Joinville, according to appointment, 
oaime; I wat ready for him at seven ; and having men- 
tioned the necesiity of Fournier*a Grammar, we went 
otttaaiongthe booksellers' shops to procure it. AAet 
a -long tour, whidi proved wnsueoessAiU we returned^ 
and merely parles-vous*d for the present occasion. Tho 
shops wera mostly open at this early hour, and wonld 
have been nniversally so ; but the fatigues of Sunday 
keeps the trades people longer abed to-day.: Thaa folks 
are Mondayish in the Palais Royal, like the clergymen 
of •the Church of £ngland. 

- : i find ooBsiderable variation in understanding theomb 
language^ according as the tindivklaal I oonverse with: 
has been accustomed to talk regularly and grammati*/ 
eally. ■ Mr. O---^, a public speaker, is platnness itself 



Id M. JoiDvitlc ; and to niidentMid die dino«ne«f Iht 
vulgmr among each other, I find to be at pveaeot nuailj 
impossiUe. 

Tliit morawg I remained some faonra in tbc fmUie 
caft, at the window, where I saw what wan goialgmi. 
both within and without, which is always a aai w tl 
asHisement in Paris. I therefore watched the opuraitioas 
of various descriptions of folks. The sound «f "yt 
having been echoed, here was a large waiter-cait 
the Seine, and dosens o£ damsels descending from^ia* 
numerable flights of stairs to supply their paila. In the 
the midst of these would squeeze a Jew-looking fellow, 
whose trade was to sell or buy old clothes* and his ay 
was ** habits.** Many a ** mm-looking fignie^'* aa As^ 
would say in flash language, passed ; and naaj aa 
ordinary grisette glided along, with the exqaisite ah^ia 
and air of a British fMriestcss of the tea : so wiivcaBal 
among the Parisian females is the outward man 
manner of a lady. 

Unwearied attention is paid to posture : bat it 
be said that the study of attitndininng mast give « 
foretd and constrained appearance. This^ however, is 
a mistake, both in theory and practice. A aatmrai 
philosophy professor in Scotland, during the last cen- 
tury, in a certain part of his course, thought it fnofiar 
to demonstrate that those attitades which oonfira moat 
force and strength, are also the most graeefuli and ba 
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uwd to illustrate his poiitiona by exhibiting himidf in 
dWere fencing ]K>stiirci«, to the amusement Mometimen, 
81 well as cdiHcation of his dttss. A Parisinn lofly 
walking the " Jardlnt," w at eaw, and goetiuver the 
grouud awimniingly. But )ilace her in more difticult 
circiimttaiiceH, and yon will perhaps say, her fine airs 
and graces will breah down, And degenerate into the 
vulgar gesture of common-place heltcT'ikelter. Fliit by 
no means. For you may iometimes see a belle unex- 
pectedly eaught in such a catastrophe, at the comer of 
a atrcct, when n reckleas cabriolet diiver comes rattling 
like another Jehu, threateniog destruction to Icgi and 
HTTD*, in all quarters, lliis is a trying cnNC — an expe- 
rimentum crucis ; but it it only to manifest thta pattern 
attd model of elegance in stronger coloiim. With a face 
indicating unfeigned alarm, m he retreats a pace of two 
in the prettiest trip in the world ; and the uiiture of the 
motion, leaving the hands and arms in front, enable 
you t^i |>erceive the elegant use she can make of those 
members, which moit people know hot what the mta- 
cbief to <to with ; or, perhaps, in a swift minuet step 
she makes a dexterous pass from right to left, or vice 
versa, if this in OL-ceMsry for the escape ; and the mo- 
tion naturally throwing out the chest, discovers more 
perfectly the tincst bust and sha[>e in nature. This is 
to be seen ns nn ordinary matter in Paris, and there 
only. The finest specimrn, perhaps, of the line of 
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heaoty, is the ewe between the dMNdden aad mriit^ 
a gnoefol Parunan femak« ■ *■". 

in the inaide of .the caft the lodgers deaomdei at 
diffraent timea to break^EMt; eadiat a small table ij 
bunaetf . This meal thej seem to partake of Bat m 
much ** en drde*' as we do. i 8ovp, bailed meti, 
roast fowl and wine, is the oommon FRoch d^fenne. I 
observed that those who took coffee, urmiaiimaft in 
dulled in a smaU tasse of spirits after it* I was tsM» 
that althonj^ the general habits of Ifae Frendi ase 
those of strict sobriety, yet it is act nanioal, wmoag the 
lower ciders, to take a ihtmblefid or two of eaii de m, 
when they get vpof amominf. This will put aama of 
my readeis in mind of the bhthe mornings of kaaliBg 
the wild deer, and following the roe, on highland hiUs. 
Let those who are antiquaries among thsm dedaie, 
whether we have the deoch a mhadhw from the FraDah, 
or they from our GaeL By way of informing myself in 
the language, I talked to every one who came within my 
reach. Little Delphine was my good friend from the 
first, and a pittance of caraway now and then, 
dently administered, kept oar intimacy albe ; the 
sent of a pencil also, and some pq)er, seemed to ha a 
wonderfol boon ; as well as drawing, at her seqaest, a 
man, woman, and child, and a ** batean an ympeu/* 
This, thongh no artist, I was the better able to aosom- 
kk consequenee of frequent similar leqaisitiona at 
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Lome. My man wan, liow«vor, a moiiih-r; little ]>rl- 
|)liinc laiigliuil am) wiil hu wan " un Angluii." Thrrc 
in a rotundity alxnit an EiiKlJHliniau tn Uic facv anil 
elucwliute, wliit^li the. Ffuiicli detect at uncu. Puiipic 
ar<.- (generally aa fat in I'tancc ai vte, but their featurcN 
tat smaller, tlie cheek bonea [leaked and cbiua painted. 
I know not wlieiux- Iibn proeeeded our niiiitake, in 
iinai;iniu|; tlie French man to be n Hlender, (;raBHliop)»er 
kind of ereatun-, on repreHetiled in our priiitH iiid cnri- 
cature*. I saw a corpulent fellow in the Palaia lloj>al 
ynterday, who muHt have weighed tU itonc. If the 
French female face in not in general so beautiful as the 
Eniflish, tfa(7 are superior, not only in )i;oit luid t<nij'- 
iHirc, but in symmetry of feet and tinklcH. Nothing, ni 
to motion, can be more noble and graceful than tb« 
walk of the women in the French capital, where a 
natural ease is flccompanied with ti most TOnsununnle 
precision t — 

Nt'ei rrom ttn hirulnll bruth'd th« Jow." 
Our F^linburgh la<lics are said to excel their provin- 
cial countrywomen in the promenailc, by reason of their 
UH of the " plain stanes" of the moilern Athens. The 
Parisian <lame» must learn to walk somewhere eltie than 
ttpon their stepping-stoix; eanscwnyn, fwrtrnpH in the 
^(ravelled pnvts of the Tuilleries and Luumbourg, or 
upon the Iloulevnrd«. Itut wholcver may be said of 
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the ladies, I repeat what I hare befofe aasertedy that 
the French beaux ace a far way bdund the Engliah at 
respects exterior. I have described their militaiy as 
round-shoukkredy sloochiDgy and ynlgar looking. Their 
cartouch box and sword hilt are not ^< enfoiio6s'* in 
the hollow of the bade, or above the hamch, at is the 
mode with onr smart lads; bat considerably finrther 
down, and depending from a couple of long white 
straps, they add to the protuberance which nmture has 
already furnished in that quarter. The tooustaches 
give the dandy population hete a disagreeable and 
somewhat wretched look« 

I went out this forenoon and called on several gentle- 
men to whom I had letters : die couversationwaa agree- 
Me, but it is scarce justifiable in a stranger to gaia 
admittance to families and report every- thing that is 
said. I was asked if the bruit were true, that two of 
the most eminent of the clergymen of my church had 
been for some time abusing one another in print, to the 
great scandal of religion ? To which I was obliged to 
reply, that though I had not read the various pamphlets 
on the Apocrypha Controversy, yet I was afraid that 
the above rumour was but too well founded. What 
estimate my Parisian friends formed, from thb circum- 
stance, of our Scotch clerical character, I know not; 
but if any Frenchman, whether Protestant or Catholic, 
had done or written such things, I have some idea of 
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the nveeping clause that would bave gone tinrtli on our 
side of the channel agftinst the universal Fieiiuli u&- 
tion :— 

"O that nmnt power (he [Ift wnuld gis ui, 
To we ourieivea at albera tea lu l" — UuiiNt. 
While I wa» paying a visit to-day, I was infomed 
that there was an old Scotch lady in the neighbour- 
hooii, who would be right glaii to see any one from the 
Land of Cakes, be he who he would. To her mansion, 
accordingly, I repaired, and could not help smiling to 
hear, from the open wiiidowH of a batimeut in the cot- 
tage style, among the "Jardina" of Paris, some of the 
" deepett Scotch lallant " that it ever had been my fate 
to listen to. I found an old person wrapt in Haiinel : 
und when she learnt I was -North British, her ideas of 
course reverted to her native soil ; and being connected 
< with the church, and the present month being the sit- 
I < ting of the General Assembly, the alfairs of that veuer- 
nble foody came immediately un the carpet : nor was it 
long before my new acquaintance evinced herself of the 
sect of the " Moderates," by bestowing some few words 
■iIM>n the late Sir Henry Moncrictf, whom she desig- 
nated as one of the wihl set, a bitter body, who had on 
90me occasion affronteil lier by telling her in a caustic 
way to have patience. As for Dr. Chalmers, he had 
now gotten what he had wanted all along ; and some 
mioistev or other, I forget who, long ago bad behaved 
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scandalonsly in opposing Ihe Noble FtLixon^ 4x1 wxme 
p«iifh» I forget what ; meking a name among die mob ; 
and the folk put ^ikes into the Maiqnvi' 86at;:aMt 
was that like religion, d*ye think? As for her» the 
greatest blessing she knew was to keep peaee in die' 
church by enforcing patronage, and the greatest crane, 
in society was sdiism, or at least, if it was not the veiy 
greatest, it was one of the most nefarioas. ■■»;:> 

If Scotch presbyterial debate could have amw Dc drnWy 
1 might have reaped some entertainment £rom'ithis 
spirited old lady, whose vigour of mind eighty winten 
and the riieumatism had not abated when she got upon 
clerical affairs; but I was as w^ pleased that no P^ 
risian was present to discover any more secretSfFegscdf • 
ingour worthy mother kirk. •> • ^ . 

On my return to dinner, on going through a oul de 
sae, or aBey, between the Louvre Palace and the:Rue 
St. Honar6, I found it stopt up by a crowd, and thtf 
inhabitants gazing out of their windows all aioaiMd« A- 
gens d^armes, with a blue uniform and cocked hat, had ' 
hold of a tc^erably dressed person by the coUar, and 
was fiercely swinging his drawn sword about his headk. 
His prisoner, as white as paper, stared woiuliy anMud, 
at considerable loss what to do* Had I understood $ha 
gibberish that was going on among the natives^ I should- 
soon have arrived at the meaning of this business ; but 
the douUe quick of the French tongue had now, by the 



impresamcnt of the moment, tttainetl the ocleHty of the 
fly of u JBck, 80 that I could only guesB their roeattin; 
from their gestures. In a few inoments a parly of gens 
d'arnics ran up, laid hold of their cxtnirade'a Huord, 
vvlnpt olf hid belt, and took him captive to tlic guard- 
house, i might ha*e waited the aubHidence of the 
tumult tu come at the bottom of this mystery, but bdiig 
too late for <liniicr, I made the most of my wny home ; 
perhaps not without some danger of my reader cun- 
Bidering this want of curiosity the apathy of a gour- 
mand. 

We had sat down to dianer, when, after a tittle 
bustle in the cafe, a robust Fleming, with his decent- 
lookiug spouse, came into the table d'hote. He was 
apparently welt known by the people in the house, 
which heightened his good humoured freedom. This 
sort of character is ditt'eient from the cheerful and 
polito sudateness of the French. I bad seen two or 
three persons from the country at table before, who, in 
comparison to the Parisians, s{>oke loud and shar]) ; 
but this man sung out as if he were vociferating to the i 
main topmaet head in a gale of wind. He seetpeil a 
very good kind of creature however; and wbcn they 'i 
helped him to wine, he gave a verse of a drinking sung, u 

It was to-day I first discovered how little talk thtiv . ; 
is in France about })olitJcs and public news ; they seem • 
as yet unaccustomed and unexercised in this kind qf..<nij 
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diflooone. To the qoeatioa of " What news to-da][ T 
tlioie whom I have met seem incapahle of fkamii^ aa 
aa«wer. Fcom this it may be infemMl that the popakr 
mode of govenmieiit has not yet wxonght itaeif into ^e 
habits and thinking of the people : indeed it is but 
lately that it was safe tohnwch sueh aul^^cts in piiUic. 

There is at present a question before the Chambers 
about changing the mode of general elections in their 
lower house of Parliament. The very moving of the fery 
shadow of sudi a measure would stir up England frpm 
its centre ; but when I started the point to-day at dia- 
ner, the company did not seem to have a wo|d to say. 
The person next me stated a few things in an altered 
tone, half whiq>ering in my .ear : perhaps there are 
always some government embsaries at table d'hotes — 
if any one there was competent to the poet« it SMist have 
been my fine fellow, Joinville^ who, I dare say, would 
be capable of holding any confidential situation, ttom 
•his tact and good sense. It is said, however, that the 
late majorities of the liberal nde of the Chainbers of 
Deputies has made a visible alteration on the popula- 
tion as to this point, within these few months. 

After dinner, I remembered my pnomise to good Mrs. 

p y and although not fond of walking the streets, 

in circumstances which ensure being greatly noticed, 1 
determined to keep my word. We proceeded leisurely 
to the Oratory of the Rue St. Honor^ ; but iound oo 
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arriving, thai there was a |;ood half hour before the 
meeting should begJD. It was a beautiful afternooo, 
and as the poor thing had not been bej'ond the limitB 
of our alley, I thought I might du worse than treat her 
to a sight of the neighbouring palaces. It may be pro- 
per to mention that the Farisieunes appear to have a 
sovereign contempt, and almost dislike, for British 
women, of however good appearance ; and it may be 
conceived what their sensations were at the view uf my 
excellent friend, who must be admitted to be one of the 
farthest BpecimcnB to what reach of plainnesB the 
humau face and figure may attain. 1 shall not, out of 
regard to this worthy person, hold her to ridicule by 
an accurate description of her exterior ; suffice it to 
say, that being small, and odd looking, with a pair of 
ill made boots, and other garments conform, she was 
" such a like tickel," as the sly French women have a 
peculiar pleasure iu regarding with a feigued apprehen- 
sion "enpaaaant," and with a silence more significant 
than words. In holding our admiring way through a 
Burlington arcade, 1 shall not forget the look that two 
black-eyed dames, standing at the opposite doors of 
their respective boutiques, gave us, as we proceeded, 
with all the new wonders and la's and looks of English 
savages. There was no horse laugh however, or broad 
stare ; the regard was not inconsistent with consummate 
outward politeness : and it was the slightest pursing of 
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th^ ends of tlie mouthy «ftd sesreely perocptihle meer, 
as the eyes followed m alowlj «rinmnp» tlnd ooavieyed 
to a waleliertbe dqaith of tlieir aeon; wmd gsveagnal 
of tbeif ideas of wbal the hif^ posits of femsAe eicel* 
leMe ooasist in. My good Sabbatli schooler neither 
saw nor imagined any sndi notice as she. wa» reeebrmg, 
hat passed on as for as the Toilleries ohesnuts^ atcack 
with the ^lendour of the objects she was newiag imder 
a setting san ; and probably migaged invemally in other 
contemplations and apprehensions of this worlitty mag- 
niioeiieey than enters into the estimate ci most of the 
Bovtiqnien of France. 

We anived in due tkne to a most impnasine ai|^ 
a Missionary meeting in the heart of Pteia: afedlbegan 
to hope my good woman, in whose feelings I wan now 
much interested^ would see, with compkwoiey, that 
Christian deeds were done, and words spoken, evot in 
what she considered the furnace of MamnuMi* 

In this patronising mood therefore, andtdiia^ credit 
fo-myself as the great agent of her expected ^}^f^, 
whiat was my petfsfaetioB, when the whole servioa, 
prayer, reading the Scriptores, detail of Missimiaiy 
intelKgence, began, proceeded, and finished, in tike nA* 
known tongue. I felt as if I imposed on her credkility, 
and endeavoured by a few hints in EngUsh, to eonw ty 
some nrfermation of what was going on; and witkthb 
scanty instruction, but above ail the fervour and dnna^ 
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tiini of the apeakevs, aiiU the ^eep altcutioii ol' the 
bearers, this uusophiaticated creature declared herself 
to have enjoyed an abuiulant meutal feast ; aiid I dare 
to eny, if 1 could have cead ber beait, there might be 
traced characters of self-reproach for having so rashly 
given up ia thought, the total French nation, as one and 
all an irretiievable seed of evil tloers, aold under sin, 
and titted for any stretch of pravity. 



Tuetday, Olli May. 
This morning I had a string of questions to ask Mr. 
Joinville, about French matters and modes, concerning 
which I wan in the dark. And after breakfast 1 set 
out un a long stroll, the scene of which was U> lie 
chiefly on the Boulevards.. — These are an important or- 
nament to the cily, as well as an agreeable source of 
pleasure and health. The »pace they occupy wan the 
ancient bulwarks, which, now levelled down, paved, 
^veiled, and embellished with rows of trees, foim tlie 
most spacious and superb streets that can be imagined : 
indeed finch is the width and rurality of the scene, that 
the country may be fairly said to be by their means 
brought into town ; for a great partof the city now lies 
without their bounds. These animated resorts eiicir- 
ding the ancient whole of Paiis, embrace a circumfer- 
ence of many miles : some parts are more beautiful ajid 
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nuigiiifioeiit than others, bat theie is no point, im their 
whole range, that one does not recnr to with mtiifaction-: 
in a hot walk in the thick of the town, the very sight 
of their shady trees and airy extent, nspires n^w life 
into the fatigued pacer of dusty streets. I pcooeeded 
to the Boulevards des Italieanes, and soon fonsd . that 
the Louvre, TuiUeries, Champs Elys^, Palais Bogpal 
and banks of the Seine, do not comprise all the splaire 
dour of Paris. Here are the elegant abodes ot the 
opulent, the scene of the richest shops, cafb both com- 
modious and pompous, with green garden groand, seats 
and sofas in the midst of tasteful shrubbery, and baa»> 
tilul theatres; the climate being so gracious^ mudi 
merchandise is displayed on the open gravel, oader the 
shade of the trees : the crowds of the gay and well- 
dressed are infinite. If the boutiques of the Ptdais 
Royal abound more in plate, gold and jewellexy, the 
Boulevards excel in the profusion and variety of the pnat 
shops. The favourite pictures seem to be Bonafiart^ 
and his feats ; one in particular I remarked as fireqnent, 
where he is wrapt in a night great coat, prowling. about 
like a spy ; a determined . looking centinel makes an 
impediment to his advance, by crossing the narrow path 
with his firelock, and decides *< on ne passe id.*' The 
present king, Qiarles the Tenth, is sometimes seqn^ 
like a pigeon among ravens, with hb mouth half-open^ 
among the firowning marshals of Napoleon. Another 



favourite at the prcfleiit date is, " rexecution militaire;" 
where a soldier kneeling on otie knee, at the instant of 
the ■' present" at Ilia breast, wards off with his right 
arm extended, the agitated caresses of his dug. The 
apprefaenBive affection of the liltle quadruped is well 
conceiveil ; and there seems natural painting in the 
face of the unfortunate EutTerer, who meets his fate 
with a mournful indignant air, and an almost sleepi- 
ness of BjMthy, indicating mental exhaustion on the 
dreadful suhject of the last deparliirc. ClaBsical t0]>ics, 
of all kinds, form a principal part of French shop ex- 
liihition ; and it may be proper here to brand with 
opprobrium the reprehensible nudity of pictures and 
statues of all kinds — which Mcems to point out a despe- 
rate state of depravity among the nationii of the South in 
this particular, as well as a degenerate brutality of tasted 
Classic models are well, but they arc not to be pre- 
ferred to conscience and to nature. Where she dictates 
modesty, with a sensitiveness that even savage nations 
scarcely violate, it never can be the highest taste to 
countervail the strictness of her ordinances. In this 
point the Southern nations do not copy nature, but are 
merely given over to their own vile affections,— which 
are as contrary to the consummate standard of genuine 
intellectual discernment, as to that of jwrfcct moral 
beauty. Walking for about a mile, we get out of the 
pressure of the Boulevards <ie» Italiennes and Mont- 
(i 
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martre, and more open space is permitted fortlie popii- 
lation, who of course do not snffer it to passimen- 
ployed^ if not in some business, at all events in some 
amusement. 

There has been invented lately a description of long 
public coa«^ for the Boulevards, called an *' QninibnS;'* 
which holds about thirty. In general a passenger dr^ 
in here and there ; but I saw one filled in a trice^ inth 
a school of fine boys, who had been at the <* JairBts 
des Plantes." The mob ianghed at the brisk way ^e 
youngsters took their seats, cheered them ws they 
jumped in one after another, congratulated the coach- 
man on his load, but gave no insolence. 

By and by I perceived a small quiet attendance tif 
people round a bufibon and his spouse, who were flay- 
ing a kind of low comedy ; part of which consisted in 
the man balancing a small ladder on his head, to the 
terror of some mothers, who were afraid of the polls of 
their petites, but yet would not remove to safety out of 
sight of the show. The wife was a stout active person, 
with a good deal of vis comica about her mouth and 
eyes, and some badinage was going forward, bat I 
could not for disgust wait longer at this spectacle. 

Straying leisurely on, and locking about on all sides, 
and sometimes resting on a bench under a tree, I at 
length arrived at a group of about a doseen passengers, 
who were looking at a man who had his back to them. 



standing straight up at the third posiliou : a I'ellow uas 
rafreabing the cape of his cuat ivilh a kind of lavement, 
and all the while explaining and discoursing of the 
truly excellent and aluost mngical qualities of liia 
trade, eomcnliat iu the way an auctioneer hyperbolizes 
hie gouds in our own country. One sees here the mix- 
ture of artizan and coi^juror in several departments of 
business, too tedious and trifling to detail : alt which 
appears to be perfectly French, anil what no doubt our 
staid and wise British population may have a good 
right to laugh at, 

Fai'ther on, the proprietor of a parrot shop, or aviary, 
fed these green imitators with gingerbread, holding with 
ihem all the while an absuni conversation, to the hearty 
amusement of the jteopk. Thus does this gay and 
careless nation carry on their affairs : there seems 
among the whole a permitted propensity to lounging, 
and to what u e would call idleness ; there is less of the 
serious business of life among them than ^ith us, and 
more search after its trivial pleasures. A British trades- 
man or farmer prosecutes his ufl'airs with a regulated 
irdour, aa undcviating relcntlessness, which surprises 
the Frenchman, aud is occasionally the Ihcrae of his 
admiration. But when asked why he does not more 
coaccntiate his jmwers to amass the mammon of this 
world — be probably asks a question piecedent : thus, 
— " What do you, antres Anglais, propose to your- 
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selves after having, with the toil aad gravity of many 
years, drawn together a fortune ? is it not -to rest a 
little from your labours before you die, and spend a 
liberal portion of your gains upon the recreations and 
enjoyments of life ? Perhaps yon may survive the date 
you contemplate, and then find yourselves, firora long 
habit, incapable of any enjoyment beyond the same 
dull routine of daily labour, and adding a UtCle mow 
to that unenjoyed store, oi which yon are soon to Isse 
the grasp, in your descent to the grave. But mark, on 
the contrary, our way in France. We mone tmky eon« 
ceive that the use of a fortune, after insuring -the 
necessaries of life, is to procure its pleaswesj Md» 
therefore, we systematically mingle a few flowen dong 
the ^ery path of life, and do not mistakingly resolve 
to have a surfeit of them at the close, when they might 
be as well weeds and burdock. Beh(Mus, theieftse, 
enjoying life in the truth and reality of fruition ; ivbile 
the wise English vex themselves with a load, harass the 
miud beyond its strength in hopes of a Utopian seaasfi 
of delight that never, ' never can arrive ; and sow, 1 
beseech you, which of the two nations acts moaty in 
this case, on the truly judidous princi^ Y* In this 
way we see a boutiquier shut his shop at an early hoar» 
and with his family set forth sedately to taste a littie 
quiet pleasure in the Champs Elystos, or theatie^'or 
wherever else it ii^ to be found. 
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The following anecdote mny be relied upon, ai ill* 
liews)mfM?» say. A certain [wison, living in or near n 
certain town in PTOtlnnd, took iL-sMonii from a French 
pmleman, by wny of hrunhintc up hin flcquaintance 
with the hnffusge, previouB to setting out on a tour to 
France. His time was eihort, he was urgent, and mad* 
a point of attending conHtantiy at the hour of assigna* 
tloi). One day he was invitcil to the funeral of an 
acquaintance, which fell upon the hour of hJR task, and 
with some reluctance he denied himself the satisfaction 
of duty to the departed, of aet jiuqMse not to lose a 
moment of Trench instruction. On repairing to the 
lodgings of his teacher, he found be need not have hcen 
■o anxious to be at the post of tuition ; for he was met 
at the door by the landlady with a very polite message 

from Monsieur ., trusting W be excused, as be 

untleratiMiil there was to he a large funeral in town, and 
he had been induced to infringe upon the study of that 
day, mther than miss the opportunity of witueaiing Die 
ipectacle. It Is doubtful if any one but a Frenchman 
would have dreamt of such a tergiversation of duty on 
such an occasion. 

In contemplations of this kin<l, and variotis specu- 
lations on the difference between folks, Pi-ench and 
English, I sauntered forward on the Boulevards, struck 
dumb with their populousness and enitlessness. 

Having wandered a considerable way, I lighted upon 
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an open part of the city, where, in the midst of a 
vacant apaoe, stood a large black woodea bBUding^ 
within which^ I was told, there was «- nonument, yet 
unfinished, to serve as a memorial for the destmotion 
of the Bastile ; for it was on this spot that the cel^ 
brated dungeon of dungeons once grimly frowned m 
the adjacent streets :•— 

<* Te horrid towcn, ihtf abode of brokea liesrte ; 
Yo doBgooiit Bod je «agfs of desfair, 
Tbat monarebs have supplied from i^e to i^t . .,, . 
With music such as suits their sovereign ears. 
The sighs and groans of miserable men.*'— >Cowpex« 

1 found an elderly gentleman seated on a fitoiie, and 
having put to him some questions on the subject pf th? 
^d iron times, 1 was surprised at the affiUbiUty with 
which he gave me the r^uisite informatioD^ Hiis 
politeness sometimes becomes to our British taste^ -m-r 
ther over done. T'other morning, when M. Joiqville nmi 
I searched several shops for Foumier's grammar^ it was 
astonishing to see what touching of hats and apologia 
passed between him and each of the BookseUenk— til* 
Bibliopole was so overcome with sorrow that be bfu) aoI 
the book, and Mr. J. fully as much overwhelmed atihe 
trouble he was giving^ Nevertheless, if French •eonrtefff 
could be transplanted fM^ross the channel, it would proba* 
bly add an hundred fold to the happiness of British life* 

To-<lay I was surprised at an unusual sight^^.vis. 



.some houses only four stories high : this may serve lu 
^ve a atiao^r some notion of the general altilude of 
PtLi'isiaji buildiRgs. 

Having heard soiiiewbere a dispute as to the prevail- 
ing colour of the eyes in Frauee, 1 took it into my head 
to-day to count the varieties of liue in the pupils of 
forty women in the Rue St. Autuine, and fouud nut tite 
black, but the light blue, to predominate. This exjieri- 
ment may help to set this important questioD tii rest. 
It is generally supposed that jet black is the predomi- 
nant tint ; and perhaps it may be the colour of beauty 
in France ; and if so, will assuredly be forthcoming on 
all occasions, for our neighbours have no idea of hiding 
any good quality. What is the use of a |>retty foot, 
say they, if it is not to be seen ? of damask cheeks, not 
to be looked upon ? of black eyes, within jetty, polished 
tresses, if they are to be sealed up i Nay, let them beam 
forlli with the sheen of the diamond. 

Whether it arise from the continued publicity of 
French life, from morning to night and from youth to 
age, I know not, but I have been astonished at the iron 
mechanical modetty with which a French lady can si 
tain the regards of a dozen ijuizzing glasses in the Palais 
Kuyal, brought to bear ajMtn her at once. 

A retiring English woman, with her sensitive hanel 
eyn, would in suoh a case be quite put out ; or if 
obliged to stand the fire, be accabl^ with confusion. 
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The French admire, envy, and iangfa at Mm tmamt' 
mg aenffiibilily ; which howevmr, in secret, Itejr^Mhnititf 
indicating a finer and more delicate diaiader. '^ * ' 

Having left the Boulevaidi, I penetrated intr Ikece- 
ccaaes of the main city ; and afterwards into that- pitt 
called ifle da Palais, which the Seine, dividing' ittetf 
into two branches, sorronnds, making it an' isbUldl 
Passing therefore by the Pont de la Cit6, and advandMg 
into the insular town, I was soon aware, amid eonimdn 
houses of fire and six storeys high, of thedaifc bnttresses 
and gigantk towers of the chordi of Notre Dame. 

On the hollow gothic arch at the principal cntr m i rt ^' 
and on divers other parts, there are dnsten of small 
fignies in has relief, wise men of the east, saints, and 
massacre of the innocents at Bethlehem. The immense 
height of the structure is not dtscemed until some pig- 
my figures make tiietr ajqiearattce on the top, which 
are probably strangers who have ascended to see the 
view. 

On entering there is an immediate pleasure n iBidng 
the e3^ to the lofty aisles and storied pillafs of Oe 
wide interior Cathedral : the distance to the ftnrttfer 
end, whore the magnificence of the chancd shines forth, 
seems to be prodigious : and perhaps the mind wonld 
not be nnprepared for emoticms suitable fijr the prospect, 
when it suddenly recollects that the solemn fane bnt 
exists for the wretched purposes of popish VforsUp, 
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wbu'li llli'owa a trace ul* LontGiiitit upon Uk^ whole. — 
Tw a uouMcientious prutcRlant, there cannot but tippcnr 
a taiut of treachery and buH'ooncry iii evety (leparlinent 
uf [lopiHh fxhibition. Actuated bjf the»e feelings, 1 
went forward tvwardH the right hand, and pried into 
tUe sijuure recesses or cbapelii, wliich occupy the ude 
of itifl uavu ; these are fenced off with raihng, and cou- 
taiu ]>ieccs of furniture, with superb pictures of great 
sise, of the martyr Stephen auil similar emblems. The 
fir^t (levutiuiial act [ wituesscd, was pcrfuriucd by au 
old womau of the lower orders : she prayed on her 
knees, aud her li}>s moved— it woa ])rohably something 
got by rutv, as Iter wauderuig; eyes aud careless coun- 
tenance indicated uo iiitciust iu the fxerciHc in which 
she wati cn^^aged. Another [loor woman, however, near 
bei', )>rajed aud couutud her heads with a very rueful 
cuuiltenauce. Within a chapel further on, was a lady, 
ill a plaui like a seutry box, on her knees at prayer :-~ 
I had the muHue to imagine she might be thinking of 
sumuthiug else than her duvotious, although there could 
be no proof of " e){aj'onient," as her back was to the< 
couipaD.Y' Marching up the aisle a loug way, between 
the wall and the pillars that upheld the body of tht, 
roof, 1 arrived near the chancel : but in a retired ungia 
of the wide and lofty fabric, 1 observed a striking 
figure of the Virgin and child, both diademed witb 
kingly crowns I in direct front of this apparition sat. 
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not knelt, a female clothed in monrnmg^, ker lace pale 
as if from illness. She had a book, and with lips that 
moved slowly, she repeated, but did not nead, as ker 
eyes were half shut, and she appeared perfectly ab- 
stracted from all surrounding objects : her featwiea were 
beantifiil, bnt very pale ; and she did not senn kmg 
reserved for a present world. Whatever might be my 
suspicions concerning the pther worshippers, I feh the 
conviction that reality was here, let the case be what4t 
might ; and could only hope from the bottom of ny 
heart, that a spiritual view of the all-eompasnonate 
Saviour was the attainment of thb interesting ponson, 
whose time on earth appeared to be short, and drcom* 
stances appallingly unfavourable for that higb acquisi- 
tion. Passing softly, I advanced to about the middle 
of die Cathedral, to a convenient distance fiom the 
diancel, furnished and filled with pulpits of dark-wood, 
and glowing with pictures and altars. In such a scene 
of sali«it loftiness and antique grandeur, the mind is 
saturated. Sitting down at the foot of one of die im- 
mense pillars, I began to feel a melancholy steal opon 
my spirits, and from a state of contemptuous indiffer- 
ence, felt an oppression at my bosom. The brilliancy 
of the noonday sun was obscured by the blue and 
purple glass of the spacious windows, and affecting 
remembrances of long past antiquity were every where 
above and around me. There was at thb time of day 
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DO priest iii view, nor infernal muminery going on, to 
move my indignation. Two or thrct; alrangera strayed 
among the {iillarH upon tlic marble pavement, at a ^eat 
distance from each other. I was forced to admit, how- 
ever, after all, that 1 was not in a Hindoo temple or 
Turkish mosque : — here was the cross, here was at least 
the ti)(ure of the Saviour. Woe unto me, perhaps, (as 
has heen wdl remarked,) one worst feature of the Ro- 
mish superstition is ita accursed likeness to the true 
religion ; hut, alas ! alas 1 for the poor, the misio- 
t'ormed, and the wretched, and those about to enter 
the dark valley uf the shadow of death. Not much 
inclined to romance of any kind, nevertheless, amid 
these ohjuctti of awful interest pressing on the senses, 
I gave way to the illusion of the moment, and allowed 
myself to be carried off, and continue a long time buried 
amid a thousand afflicting coatcmplatious. 

Starting from this reverie, I made towards the pwtal, 
8li|>piug a small piece of money into a box for the edu- 
cation of children, hut passing by others destined for 
mere Romish purposes. I then permitted myself to be 
surprised to see a gentleman enter, approach a dish or 
fuut iu the wall, dip his linger, and touch his brows. 
Ah 1 passed the priestly deceit, I had a great inclination 
to spit therein. 

1 got home through the Louvre, where I heard several 
English ladies ealliug out " I say " to one auoti 



which sounded aliUk ttraiigei. This phrase imttt be 
much more in English mouths than their-ovniefs m 
aware of, for it is one the French take pleaaare » 
mimicking. *' I say, my dear/' is ftequentfy uttaed 
in a good humoured way to Messieurs Anglwa. ' • 

In the '< Place de Victoives '* there was a coauidaaiili 
throng of spectators around a. conjuror, who seemed Id 
be of a higher caste than the other tatterdemalMwef 
this class whom I had seen : he was a respectable leok- 
ing middle aged person, dressed in green, and it was 
almost a pity to see him trying to twist and. distorts 
sensible countenance, although in the way of Uapie- 
fession. I could not be troubled waiting to look atena 
a judicious jack pudding, but this is the French wa^ 
and of it they seem never to tire; 

There, is an elderly female, Madame D.vbj aasM, 
who dwells on the common stair by which I asoeadlo 
my chamber. Having seen better days she speaks the 
language more like a person of education than is asoal 
in her station ; and of course is by a stranger better 
understood. She is pleased that I make a pause, and 
hold a few minutes* conversation with her as she sews 
at the window. Notwithstanding my general opinioa 
of the idleness of the French, I admit that this is a 
model of diligence. She is very old, but there is not a 
grey tress in her head, nor has the vigour of her. eye 
failed : and from six in the morning till a late hoar, she 



chi-erlully plies lier task for her una support. Iluving 
asked bur for an cxplanulion of Boitie li|[litod tapers I 
hail seen at Notre Uunc, placed befure a figure, of the 
Virgin, she atated " that it was an offering to the mother 
of our Saviour, by sick people, to make them whole.*' 
I wu a» tickled at this exposition, that I laughe<l out- 
right in the old lady's face : this I felt to be wrong, 
because it was uncourtcons, and the subjeet was not one 
for laughter. 8lie replied gmveiy, but civilly, "Mon- 
sieur, pourle recevoir, 11 faut la conliance." She asked 
Dioif I was a Catholic: ahu was of that apostolic chnrcb, 
she said, but atknowledged they had too much prieat- 
croft. We ti|>oke a little more, but 1 forget to what 
fmrpoaei I went down to dinner, nnd met my old 
acfjuainlances, and some new cues, with ull that hilarity 
and appetite which air, exercise, and the delight of 
new sights, invarliilily produces in snnie folks. 

Mr. Joinville and the little Uelphiae ijuarrelled to- 
day at dinner, and I had aD opportunity of seeing a 
French child ndsltehavc an<l cry. Her sorrow was not 
wry bitUir; her niamina told her softly, " faire la paix 
avee Monsieur," and the sweet child obeyed, getting 
upon Mr. J'a knee, and kiiising him stopt her sohhing 
in a nhort lime. This is only one instance ; but '1 in- 
cline to think the French children more "douce" and 
ttexible than our "dour" sulky brats. Delphine, who 
is very ))retty, when she fiittbes her mamma a silver 



194 

spooDy or some such utennl, kisses her parent's hand, 
and gets a [>at or kiss in retom. When finbhed widi 
any little business, in the short interval between it and 
another task, she takes the opportunity of claspiiig her 
mother around the neck to caress her a little ; hot IM- 
phine is not continually all sweetness, for if offeiidied 
she is sometimes seen to draw up, with all the sterrine^ 
and hauteur of an insulted Anglaise, but it does not 
last long. One of the best traits in Bfr. WiMerdpiBli 
system of infant education, is the express endeaYour In 
draw out and cultivate the kindly affections fA diildfev, 
and to stimulate them to direct exercise upon the shams 
of their intercourse: and as the French system of 
courtesy comprehends serviceableness and ooncomitaat 
kindness, the children seem to be in a more &voiirable 
case than ours for learning to do as they woiild be 
done by. 

In going up stairs after dinner, I requested Mrs. D. 
to permit me to read to her, with a view to her cor- 
recting my pronunciation : and, in order that time might 
be redeemed as much as possible, I took advantage of 
her willingness to go over the two first chapters of 
John*s gospel. I was somewhat surprised that she 
made no objections ; I had heard that a tme Cath<^ 
would. She corrected me as I went along, repeating 
the words as if she had known them before. Thfus, 
using "eflfece" for "ote" in that passage, "Voaa 
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I'agneau dc Dieu, qui olc le pcclie liu niondc." On 
another occasion alsa, she i|iiote(l Scrijiture to settle 
■orae point in our conversation ; tluis, " frappez ct U 
vous sera ouvert." FinaLj' I iound that she possessed 
a Bible, " et I'Evangile aussi ;" for so the New Testa- 
ment is denominated. She asked whether 1 liked plays 
(spectacles) or sermons best? which I did not well 
know how to answer ! We touched gently on some 
debateable mattfrs. 1 declared that Protestants ad- 
mitted no hope on any object but the great Saviour, 
and condemned works, intercessions of sainti, and 
penunce. My language is so imperfect, that I find I 
can get better on with such discourse as this, when I 

have the Rev, Mr. to talk with. A Catholic and 

J*rotcstant have tittle common ground. The former 
revolts at the Bible of the latter. He knows not the 
original generally, and is incomjietent to compare the 
translatiuns ; but artcr all, it is the Church in his 
mind, that gives the Scriptures their value and obli- 
gatory power. On the whole, I felt disposed to avoid 
proselytizing views to the mere letter of Protestantism. 
Next evening I went to the Rev. Mr. 's conven- 
ticle, 1 felt something drop on my shoe at the door — 
U was spittle: the step was also tovereil. This nuisance 
was from the upper storeys : the Mumiers still suffer a 
Uttle persecution. The neighbours frequently make 
regular noises to disturb the worship. 1 found about 
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thirty people aiseinbled. The t^iagymm expowiM 
8th Romans, d4th to the end — ^'Neither fleftth; nor 
life» nor principalities/' &c. Not even the rqiroMihes 
of an angry conscience can break the nition^vith^the 
Lord, or shake his accomplished work in 'Ms' peef^ 
I felt strengthened and confirmed in good iimgt^hj 
means of this exercise : it hdped me against t ihe tft ri ^ 
pation of new objects and Parisian vanitiea;. The di^ 
ing of the French Protestant service is wretdied ; Bik 
psalm tunes are languid and wonderfully monotonotitf': 
most of the mute vowels at the end of words tttb'sbitoifed 
in psalmody, which has- an extraordinary effect: 'iifkili 
the Unguage. Wishing to know die time df Mr, - — ^t 
service onSnnday, 1 applied to a^onng aian'W'lib ikA 
next me, with a hole in his coat and a beatd- three ^dayi 
old ; he seemed to find difficulty in aiiswerittg nue,' and 
at last asked if I spoke English. I found- him to be a 
Scot, with a broad Fife accent. 



This day I visited the far-famed Jardih des PkKtes. 
In this establishment, the good sense of the French 'b 
manifest hi so prominent a manner as to be* woith Hat 
mrtation of all proud islanders. 

I regret that I am incompetent to give an ^maiysiirdf 
this'great'etBporium of natural curiosities andaeieiMM -; 
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aD<l even a meagre detail of ils exUrnal aspect is out 
of niy |>owci', OS I endeavoured to accomjjliEili tlius far 
in a letter intended fur the amuBenicut of euine young 
friendfl at home, which unfortunately niisenrried, and 
I preserved do other nicTnorandum. This institution 
comprehends not unly a "Jardin dea Plantes" but a 
meoagerie of birds and beasts, a cabinet of nutural his- 
tory, an anatomical museum, and a range uf huildind;^ 
for lectures on the physical sciences. Passing these 
last, we enter the magnificent and extensive grounds, 
and ihc first object is abroad avenue of about a mile tn 
length, extending the whole way across the jardia. 
Not being a botanist or scientific agriculturist, I was 
not long detained among the jmrlerres and beds of 
exotics and soils ; I made straight for the menagerie, 
as licing an exhibition I could enjoy, without much 
more light than what nature Ims bestowed. And here, 
the first animal s|)ectacle that I beheld, was a achtiol 
of fine boys, headed by their master, who employed 
their leisure lime in roaming about in tjuest uf know- 
ledge ami anmscment. In another corner, I met a 
school of giria on the same pursuit, who ut certam 
intervals, governess and all, betook them to their heela 
through the walks, and let themselves out at full 
speed ; but during the remainder walked with as 
mnch decorum as a set of penitent nuns. The French 
coin ADiusenient for their children ; iu Great Britain 

n* 
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we despne it^ and let the yomg ones obtam it hy 
stealth. There is seldom suitable (]4ay-gfouBdfor <Nnr 
ordinary sdiools : healthful games are with «s Aegi- 
tived on pretence of public utility. On every oppdrtMe 
wall is written *' By order of the Bfagistrateil^' haynd'Ml 
is not to be played here," &c. In sea-perta^ith U0» t(» 
adjacent proprietors, by walls and jettto,* smnetfaaes 
ndt very legally, take means to prevdit chikfanMi iran 
bathing ; and mantraps andspringgunsaretlHPMleiisd 
in all corners in the gronnds of the wealthy. Ibe 
French, on the other hand, open vpevery thing : |^« 
dens, pleasure-grounds, and menageries, ail is to-be 
seen and used by the meanest eitizen and bisabildrtn, 
no price demanded, and in return, the populaee iKNidi 
and spoil nothing : — surely '* they order things bettor in 
France" in this respect than we do. The 6rst mailc* that 
betokens the approadi to the wild beasts are sobmb deas 
sunk enclosures, in which bears are seen standing oo 
their hind legs, receiving presents of bread firooi tlie 
spectators, and amusing themselTes by climbing on pales. 
Passing these, one may take his dicnce of several walks 
that lead to different objects ; but as the -givaffe aid 
elephants are the most popular, we push straighi'onibr 
their abode, through enclosures in which are itoattittg 
about reindeer, goats, and birds of erery wing, niiApe, 
and size. We are screened from a scorching atw by 
tfaoasanda of beautiful trees, each one of whieh bciiig 



exotic, would be & mine of admiration tu tbe forester : 
«ikI on all sides are the wanders of the animal kingdou 
displayed ; trat cooped up amid Htcncli and 8traitiH;Bs, 
but dwellin|{ in green and rural paddocks, wlierc the 
Gontinement of tlie beautiful creatures pitrlakes some- 
yihal of the nature uf their native Ul>erty. 

This dieiwsitioii of tluugii UeHpcakn a mercy and atkii- 
lion to the brute creation, which our bull-l>aiiera and 
lion-fighters ou the north Bide of the cliunnel do nut 
copy. And suck is the inclination of the I'reiK'h fur 
" tpeelanle" that the gardens are visited by several 
thoiisaiids in thecoume of each day. About the centre 
of the grounds stands a building surrounded by s large 
ctreulur court divided into se<-liuns. Here are several 
«lepliante, and in the middle uf one eneloaure a deep 
ponil lit' water, into wbieh the monstrous creatures be* 
take themselves for the purpose of bathing. 

Nothing can be more awkward or absurd than these 
vnwieldy bruieit giving themselves up to sjiDrt and 
gaiety. Thiv black, coarse skinned enormity begins 
cith friskiug amid the water with his snout, with it hieb 
be sprinkles it all around, and sometimes the spectators 
get A shower; he wallows on his side, or fin ally dives 
9ut of stghr., an<l remains ao for a. long time ; tlxn 
emerging from the flood, uiul the water pouring from 
his nucouth iurehend and trunk, he uj){icHrsDn the sud- 
den, like some porteptous prodi^f, ood is rccfsiyed^by 
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the populace with bursts of applause. In the next 
division glares the horrid animal called the bison or wild 
ox : to the aspect of the largest and fiercest bull, he adds 
all the savageness that nature can bestow. Not a curl 
of his shaggy mane but betokens ferocity. It was with 
a feeling of interest at the consequences that I saw the 
elephant approach him, as the interstices of the stakes 
of the division were wide ; and some horrid grunting 
and underbellowing I took to be the prelude of a battle 
royal between these mighty monsters of the forest, when 
the elephant protruded his trunk through the bars for 
the mere purpose of patting hb neighbour, who, in re- 
turn, licked the gigantic foot that was awkwardly held 
up to him for that end. 

The additional crowd that was opposite the next 
division of the circle showed that it was occupied by 
the giraffe, lately presented by some Eastern potentate 
to the king of France. This is the great novelty, and 
people come to see it from all quarters. There were a 
drove of little buffaloes sauntering about, so that I at 
first did not perceive the principal rarity till, looking 
further back, there caught my eye a long deer-like neck, 
of a spotted fawn colour, stretched perpendicularly to 
the utmost, and a thin black tongue wriggling to catch 
at the leaf of a tree which hung more than twenty feet 
from the ground. All the foliage within that distance 
seemed to have already been cropt, and only a solitary 
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sprig, or nEkkeil shoot, here uiid tiiero, still teoiplL-d the 
tiesircs of an animal, whose sliajie at oqcc marked that 
he was expressly destined to search his food among 
the fruits and verdure above bis head. I know not 
why this mognilicent creature acqnirutl the name uf 
cameleopard . The last partof the apiKllaliim is descrip- 
tive of the spotted skin ; hut there is nothing like the 
lamel ahout him : he is more like the deer ; hut in truth 
he resembles no other animal under the sun : hi» ahape 
is quite out uf all symmetry and order, one docs not 
know what to make of biin ; yet the tout ensemble is 
extremely ugrecablc. His colour is splendid, his aspect 
both spirited and boni^ant ; but he puts one in mind 
of a beautiful youth, grown to a tallneaa that is unna- 
tural, and indicating an iiitereHting feebleness of consti- 
tution. In a short time the object of our curiosity being 
unable to come at the leaf of his ambition, did not 
give himself up to despondency, hut leisurely began to 
set himself in motion tu some other ([uarter of hia range. 
Willi stately sleps, therefore, which betrayed a dilticulty 
of locomotion, he came forwaiil in front, to the great 
delectation of the audience, who were in raptures when- 
ever he began to walk. " Qu' il est adroirahlc," " i|u' il 
est ctoiinant," sounded from all sides : while the ma- 
jestic quadruped slowly advanced, with an undulaling 
■notion of the neck ; and when airived, his gcntcul 
head so towered alotl over the admiritij^ tlii-oug, that 
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oothing could exceed their surprise. Here he descried a 
tuft of grass on the paremeiity which one of the haS^ 
kws had dropt^ and evinced a desire to possess himseU 
of the same, hut from the extreme inadaptatioa (rf* his 
persoD to a stooping posture, this was no easy task to 
accomplish. He st<^ at a convenient distaoocy gentlj 
separated his two fore legs, and slowly lowered his head 
toward the object in view : but it would not do, he was 
not within some feet of the ground : so rainng bin top 
again to its wcmted height, he poked his legs still farther 
asunder, and at last, with great difficulty, achieved his 
purpose. 

It would take a volume if we were to enter ^a : a dis- 
quisition upon the varieties of spedes here to be found, 
cameb, lama, deer, aquatic fowls, or ferocious animab. 
Peering through the foliage, I saw somethiog like t 
highland cow walking about; it turned out to be. an 
ostrich, whose carcase was of the same size and colour. 
Lions and tigers are scarcely curiosities, and there are 
fully as fine examples in Great Britain. I do not 're- 
member, however, lately to have seen an eagle wheie 
matchless strength, combined with elegant alertnesa <rf 
shape, were so apparent as in the specimen bae : the 
swift twinkle of the eye in this imperial bird, 1 pondered 
over with great satisfaction. The vulture was a much 
more clean and sedate looking fowl than I had sup- 
posed ; there seemed great knowledge and spirit ia the 
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rrtcsse* of his viaioii, lit one aviary were some large 
bifils, wtioae plumage was of green, yellow, and most 
bt^autitVil azaK ; their sfaa|)e ami colour might have 
pro<:laim«(l them among the moat agreeable objects in 
ercation, did not their round, vulgar, knowing, clubby 
heads denote them to be of the parrot kind. 

Rut I cannot recollect much mure. Over the most of 
this pleaiBnt garden the ehudows of forge tfulnesH have 
thrown their shade, reducing the manifold landscape 
into a twilight gloom ! and with this attempt at a fine 
close to the description, I'carry my reader out at the 
up)icr gate, among the carriages that are waiting for 
part of the company : where the postilions and foulmen 
ai'e probably engaged in reading or sleeping, and the 
river Seine is flowing along, over which wc pass by (he 
I'ont il'Aiistcrliti; ; below are n Indy and gentleman 
tishing from a small Ixint ; further up, a fiishionuble- 
Innking young ninn sending a dog into the water again, 
again, and again, till I am tired at looking. Is nut this 
trifling and childish, exclaimed the Englishman within 
me? Perhaps it may, replietl truth ; but it it more so 
tliiin blunging on llond-strcut. Prince's- street, ot the 
Trongnte ? On the left is a view of the city, with the 
towers of Notre Dame now peculiarly conspieuuuF 
the right a view up the broad winding river, a majis 
forest in the distance, which puts me in mind of I^dy 
Morgan's description of the Castle of Vinceni 
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Despoikd as the fomi of VincemMS ham been Ami 
time to time, it still pieaMte a neUe aad impewg 
aspect. Ib thai part wfaick immediately amrsouida the 
castle, aad which is called the Padi,. Lewis tke- XL 
planted a saHaee at three thousand fcei» chiefly: with 
oak ; and the spot is still majrked, whnmStJLMPis pie? 
sided in Council, under tha shade oC tnee. j^aptedby 
his predeeessoTB. The castle of YiDoenBee risea in. thf 
skirts of the fiifesti. It was.onoe the oesidenee ef the 
King^ of France, and has been too. often the IXHnb ef 
their victims. Some diffienlties as to adwissioa inter* 
vened, but an .officer of rank of our party, hnving.walr 
tea a note to tlie Governor^ he immediatelj eeiit:aa 
Older, which unbarred every g^k>omy porlal, and onr 
folded to our view the dark entrance of thai 

** QntMUBMlberMis^ 
** Aux.hmapL etfuittibelas ! •i.daosprwuu" 

'' While this arrangement was.making, we had mnple 
time to contemplate the impoang exterior of thin andeitf 
edifice. The drawbridge^ its flanked towers, and its 
donjon, so oflten the prison of worthy talent*, and sensi* 
bihty, seem to- have been spaxedihy time, aa jUionnnftentB 
of the dreary and terrific influence of, bigotry a«l 
tyranny over homan haj^iness. Vincennes was always 
a place of strength*. Rebuilt in. 1337 by Philippe de Va- 
lois, and finished by. Charlea V., it has since meiely 
received some trifling accessions,, and it still retains 
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miicb of its orifi^nal apiiearance. On gazing on the 
terrilic aB|>ect, and immense beight of its memorable 
keep, I found it diDicult to understand how pleaxuie 
could be HO arbitrary In its views, that even kingi 
should bave sought it in sucb a building ; and that the 
early Charles's and Louis's abuuld have chosen the 
towers of Vincennes ' pour se aoulacJer et sVabattrc,' as 
the old language of the c|uaiHt Joinvillu hath it. 

" When we bad passed the drawbridge so often 
crossed by the brave and unfortunate, with spirits Bub- 
rlued b<r oppression, and hearts broken by a sense of 
injustice and tyranny ; we found the first court tilled 
with artillery and ammunition, with all the frightful 
and formidable apparatus of war. Every object on 
which our eyes rested was meant for the destruction of 
man ; for the abridgement of bis liberty, or the anni- 
hilation of his existence. A melancholy attraction 
rivetted my eyes upon the donjon : it seemed a monu- 
ment of sufierinfl;, a brief chronicle of times, dates, and 
events, suddenly presented to my view. There was not 
an ivy-twined loophole, a time-tinted bastion, belonging 
to this frowning dnngeon, but had a specific power to 
awaken sadness, ami to rouse indignation." 



Friday, Otlt May. 
To-day I repaired to (ialignani'« English Coffee 
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House, bat though there wefe thiity or forty of mf 
countrymen 9 I was somewhat surprised that I did not 
know m single face, as if I had forgot tiieve wcveiia 
Great Britain and Ireland fifteen millioBs crf'.pec^ile^a 
number from which forty may be often cxtnntodiwkfaoiit 
reaching any of my acquaintance* Here aie sbuMhoee 
of English newspapers, a fine treat t&r% Bnton^ wkkb 
the meagre French know not yet how to^eagoytUt^ptt'^ 
feetion. It is not indeed mosual to see a natiiie cob- 
fling o^er a journal under m tvee in the FaUu fioyaL 
Biit ftom the lean periodical the Censofship^hasiiitfalidd 
all the generous freedom, and pepper awl mh af pQHA- 
cal niiscellaneotts fare : each subject here has its ami 
paper. Parliamentary debates occupy onepriat : pcdioe 
and law reports another. They have no idea of the 
glorious medley of an £nglbh chromde, and of. the men* 
tal feast that John Bull awaits, while he impatiently 
dries the steaming folio at the break&st fim, which 
comprehends every thing that can touch an Fn giw h 
heart, from Warren's blacking, and cures ifar the gout, 
up to the potent and tremUing guidance 6f the reips of 
empire, in four quarters of the globe. ' ' * . 



Saturday, 19ih May. 
This morning I went over to the south region of the 
city, to call on the Rev. Mn-^- ■ , who I feuiid 'busy 
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wrilinfT a liint(ra|>liicul uiiLii:c of u celcbriiteil worlliy, 

lately (li>ci-aiieil. M. vnaa no good uh to givi' tiiu 

■onie inforiiiation upon the religiouH state of Fruucu, but 
an (^ntletneii id bin situatioti are liubb to liavc tlieJr 
time exiiaiiilcd by Bn^liHli ramblen, I made my viiit u 
■hort aa poiaililt! ; indeed the nioMt of the inatructiou 1 
abtaincd Mas ^ivcn whilr 1 wan Htandin); with the dour 
in my hand ready to depart, but in the meantime M. 

became more animated, and (getting hoUl of luy 

intellectual ciir, detained mv in thi» Elation u conalder- 
iiblu time. Ht^ing in the m-iglibourhood, I procuvded to 
viHit ihu LuHcrnbouri^ I'ulaet^ and (iurdenw. When 1 
a|>[iroaehed this ulindc, which vien with the Tuillcriea 
in extent and npleuduur, I wan at a Iom how lo niitko 
loy way into tlie Picture Ciallery ; and aoeii)(( nobody 
ebe at haiid, 1 Htept up to the dark-viMaged gieniulicr 
ffhi) kept sentry, u»d stated luy wants as to the Uallery, 
the (iardFim, and the Cliitmlter of I'eeri ; instead of 
receiving n short answer from this furruidablc ]>erw>uagv, 
he immediately, in a courteous way, explained avery 
thiud;, pointed wilh the finycr to what cuuld In: seen, 
and tinally called to aume one out of sight to show 
Monsieur the way into the Jardin, that being unfortu- 
Dalely the only ('i\ioynicut left to me, as the Chamber 
was shut, and lite Picture Gallery under repair. 1 was 
extremely disappointed in not obtaining a sight of the 
Gallery, us (here is a superb choice of Itubens' master- 
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pieces in the collection. I went into tbe Grardeti, there- 
fore, musing upon the pleasure that is deriyed ftom 
courtesy between man and man, and^endeaTouring to 
compute arithmetically the addition that would accrue 
to human happiness in Great Britain, if each individoa] 
were to make a point of the exercise of politeness, at 
the rate of fifty acts in the day. I have before stated 
that the principle, and the benefits that flow" from the 
principle, of French courtesy, really seem to be under- 
rated with us ; and I may perhaps appear redundant on 
this head, for it continually forces itself delightfully oo 
my attention in intercourse with this civilized people. 
It might be edifying sometimes to pause and to consider 
how far long and inveterate national hostility, combined 
with pride, have produced a deviation from truth, in 
our estimate of matters in France. Is French polite- 
ness such a trivial thing as we take pains to believe ? 
I have not met many who give due honour to this minor 
virtue. British travellers are content (after telling a 
laughable rencontre of a dustman and dairymaid, with 
all their grimace and bowing deference) to remark coldly 
that, after all, the French must be confessed to be very 
polite: as if exhortation to imitate this pleasing quality 
ought not to be rung in the ears of all the English. I 
venture to say, that the natives at home be-north the 
channel, from these ^ludicrous descriptions and barren 
notices, are unacquainted with the real merits of the 



ca^e, and ol' the dimciisioiis and I'eoch of a grace tliitt, 
in IVatice, pervadca all aotial communication. 

An Anglaiij piques himself, and thuckles over the 
CO indurative inmta of Ihc Briliiili cuuBlitutioii, and Bri- 
tisli commerce and workniaimliip ; and he despises a 
quality of the Freucli, that, if imported into Gi-eat 
Britain, would add more to her real happiness than all 
her a team- boats, coul pits, navy, nianufuetiires, and 
agriculture put together. An English gentleman, tra- 
Telling in his own country, goea to see a nubleman's 
seat : he ia haughtily received by some mighty man of 
a bulkr or luajordomo. A thousand little things happen 
throughout the day hy which he is atfroul^d or hurt ; 
he chafes anil looks aulky ; pays to an amount that may 
fairly be called impoaition on the public ; ia vexed and 
angry at this treatment, and a lowly recovers hia temper 
only to be cast back by some fresh grievance. 

1 Hliall engage that, in such a case, the goo<l-natured 
smile, and courteous demeanour, of a French dragoon, 
dropping in upon him as if by chance and uncxjwct- 
edly, would give more real pleasure than all the rest of 
the excursion. And yet this department of social en- 
joyment, is what our lively neighbours poaseas lu all 
weathers. Nobody gives an affront in France, and no- 
body expects such a thing. To see an Englishman 
come into the public room of an inn in Great Britain 
for the first time, you would suppose, from his look. 
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that he believed all the oompaiiy had i»«determiiied to 

behave ill to him ; he retreats within himiselfy into an 

iron fence of pride, uncharitableness, and caution ; there 

he remains for two or three hours. A good dinner, and 

a few glasses of wine, may perhaps open the heart and 

loosen the tongue of both him and his neighbours; and 

he may find, to his astonishment, some other apfw- 

rently ill-favoured churl, who, before dinner, looked 

like a thunder cloud, to be a character perhaps eninent 

for hilarity and companionableness. 

Cowper admits of his country — 

** Thine unadultente maonen are leu soft 
And plausible than social life reqoires.*' 

To describe the Luxembourg Jardins would be to 
repeat much of what can be said of the Tuilleries: 
being, however, in a remote part of the city, the resort 
to this superb retreat is less multitudinous and extra- 
vagant. The groves and parterres partake more of re- 
tirement, and the loungers on the benches are more like 
bookish students, than the modish readers of journals 
and retailers of chit chat in the fashionable vicinity to 
the king*s actual abode. 

Perhaps from the comparative solitude of the Luxem- 
bourg palace and its purlieus, one tastes tho more the 
delightful gust of antiquity that prevails in the sunny 
pavements and smooth shaven plots. I have before 
mentioned French architecture as the source of old- 
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faahioned manor-]ilace grandeur in Scotlanil ; and whitli , 
tlierefore, has to a Scotsman a charm to other iiationa 
inex preamble. Amidst the fragrance of cut grass, and 
in the blaze of noon, reflected from the andmit windows 
and battlements of the princely editice, I had a long 
conversation with an intelligent gentleman upon the 
difterent character! at ics of the two nations, their edu- 
cation and religious poHty. After which, I betook 
myself for a while to the cooling ahode of the hurae 
cheanuts, and finally strolled at leisure along the Boule- 
vard Mont Parnaaae, towards the celebrated Champs 
de Mai— the scene of so much military and political 
operation. 

Notwith standi Q|; all the puhlic places of concourse 
in Paris are very extensive, this b, to appearance at 
least, by far the largest of them all : and although 
there are avenues of trees and straight green raoundi 
of earth on either aide, yet the vast central space being 
white sandy gravel, the whole is bare aod desolate. A 
regiment drilling at a great distance in the further cor- 
ner, seema a very little matter ; and if )wrchance some 
stray wight ia seen tracing his orbit across the plain, 
he is hke a solitary Arab descried in the Great Desert. 
This place has political ossociationa of high antiquity, 
and here Bona[iarte reviewed his troops and held na- 
tional meetings. 1 have not been able to aacertaiu that 
the present hing makes any particular uae of it, unless 
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to lei off balloons now and tl^n amid *ga»a|^iiiiiltiliide9 
on a popish feast-day. The Eoole Militaire, with a 
handsome and lengthened front, hMa its ale «.t one 
end d the Champ, and the Seine terminates the other. 

The Hospital, or Asylum for inralid soUien^ is inthe 
neighbourhood, with its much admired dome embelliah* 
ed with a covering of gold, which, under a French sky 
and smokeless atmosphere,- retains mudi of itscshanie- 
teristic splendour. The Seine here is like other large 
rivers where there is no shade, cheerful but flaring. • • 

The old invalids, without an arm, or having, a wooden 
leg, seem to amuse their leisure with rod-fishing, but I 
have not yet seen a- fish caught. Oppressed with tfae 
heat and blinded with the glare, I toiled up the river 
side to the Palais' Bourbon, where the Chamber of Depu- 
ties meets, and could scarce lift my eyes to look at a 
smart English barouche and four, with a lady in it, glide 
past in such alert, bang-up style, as far to outstrip the 
old-fashioned lumbering drag of the Due d*. Orleans, 
with his fat coachman and postillion on the leaders, 
dressed in qu^ue, cocked hat, and boots to the haunches. 
Under the circumstances of blazing dust and broiling 
sun, I was fiedn to cross the Pont Louis XVI., and en- 
sconce myself in the shadiest covert of the Tuilleries 
chesnuts, within earshot of the refreshing j^ d'eau, in 
which recess I regained my vigour and eyesight, so as 
.to proceed homewards and parade my good firiend Mrs. 



p. into tlic Palais Royal, for some minutes liefm'^ din- 
ner; who, as usual, attracted all eyen, anil aonieuirrow- 
ful silent looks of the women : but no autlihie reprehen- 
sion of her tournnre met my ear, unless that of a shoe- 
naker's chilil in tbe passage, who calktl to its tiiuther 
" Voila, I'Anglaiie," in a surprised tone, which, bow- 
ever, my honest woman did not understand. 

I have sometimes made out a plan of part of the city 
for her to walk by, in virtue of whith she had spent 
three hours in the Louvre and Tuillcries' gardens by her- 
seH', having; been the plensanteat day she had enjoyed 
in Paris. She is extravagantly grateful for some of 
these small attentions. Having asked what appeared 
most agreeable in her walk, I cannot but say tliut 1 was 
astonished, when she admitted that the beautiful " bym> 
mages" was what she thought most of; for to tell the 
truth the exhibition of these nudities is somewhat an 
exceptionable feature of the spectacle ! one of the lirst 
objects that we meet in descending the west terrace, is 
a nionstrouB statue of Hercules in his biith-duy suit. 



Monday, Villi Mag. 

To-day I (vcnt to the Place de la Justice, where the 

Courts are held, but it would nut be Paris unless the 

Place of Law contained, moreover, interior gallcriM of 

great extent, replete with simps, sbfiec, cutlery, hunks. 



lop, and .U manner of w«n>», b<«ii|r a» ^V-t^ 
tlnnMigluGue. Theyaieoertaiidyastnuigiepeopler^tlisl 
mix die 'varioiw profeMooiiB o€ ltf» into tkis aott of ifecdi 
ley. I Mw no pfessue of popidationintlie^fofiiin;«p 
vebenienoe of debate : tiiefe m no Jmrnminy -tiibiiol 
oommercial contnnreny here^ to convert the appeaMioe 
ofeoortiof law into tiiatof amnltitiHfinoDsmart^mofe 
than of a contemplative divan for adjustanent of ilK 
agitated affairs of men. In the High Court of Carna- 
tion of Appeal, an advocate, with spectacles, read his 
speech to eight or ten judges in black gowns, who were 
strewed abont an ordinaiy-lookiag loom; some of them 
as f ast arieep as ever folk weie in aslageeoaoiiv^two 
in the morning : and about twenty spfotatorirvritMesseA 
the uninteresting scene; « i: . . : 

' I wished to see the humours of the PoUoe C^euit^ but 
was told there were no cases to-day ; this seemed anr* 
prising. The French must be less given to row^ tiuttttlt> 
and burglary than our good people at home, said lito a 
countryman, with whom I was conversing on -this topic : 
— -** O," replied he, '* they are infinitely more devoted 
to these and every other enormities than we ave, but 
their amasingly quick police detects and 0¥6ff*ma8ters 
every thing of the sort.'' *' Strict police,'' quoth I, ia 
return, *'l see no watchmen at aU during the night, 
but a few borsemen, here and there, that could not. 
keep the streets of Lpndon, or one of our largo pMivHih> 



ttiul towns in or<ler for half- an -hour." The fact is, tliat 
faonever strict the police are in matters that tonuern 
politics, the French municipal government recjuires no 
micb vigilant agency as we do, and do not posKBs the 
Kiiibluiicc of a watchman's box that 1 could perceive 
ill the denseat part of Paris. la short, our notions of 
their ferocity and UDgovcrnableneas, ib Just a national 
mistake. 



Tuesday, 13tA May. 
This day I determined to set apart for seeing tlie 
spectacle which it is natural for an Englishman to con- 
sider as the most interestini; in France, the meeting of 
the nationnl representatives, the Chamber des Deputes, 
or House uf Commons of the French nation. It is held 
in the Palais Bourbon, in front of the Punt Louis XVI. 
Tlie buihiing is remarkably elegant, with a faynde of 
pillars and tine pediment. The galleries for spectator! 
arc understood to contain about IfiO. No more than 
the complement are admitted, so alt are comfortable 
within doors. As every member of the house has a 
right to confer by ticket, a place, those who pOHScM 
these have u prefurence ; so that, generally only thirty 
•r forty seats remain for the general population, and 
tbe 6rst comers are honestly admitted. The result of 
this iw, that of a morniug, some thirty or forty poor 
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fellows take their statkM ia ltdeoUelow aithe^tNilttf 
the tooad irtain of the Pabea^- certabitthat' h«nB| 
achieved this oecupatioa Mae aaa dqvriw $btmd*im 
aad their- pcinlefe they dispose of la those nii'sagJH 
who wish toascead«pstaifs« I oaee thought of asUsg 
soBM aoqaaiotaaoe topfocaieaie aa sdausskMs^fteih s 
meaiher, but aeglected« Oas-oft these' w«wA]p enhrti* 
tuters sold me his plaoe for aboot twcaty penoe sIctiiBf ; 
aad althoogh he would, had I chosea, have lo^ the 
post till the doors were opened, to let me walk aboal^l 
prefonred taking imsMdiate po on eis io B, Heee, thttcfo i e, 
were forty people, ranged i» doable file, atama^weU 
dressed, who had pnrchased places^ the laiaaiadir 
filthy in theiff appaiel, and whose pioxinnty .waa lihiif 
to be lucratireia flocks aad herds not gcDerally c ofci ed; 

Some jostling and high words to<^ plaoe anMag'thi 
front files, but no -blows, for the FVeneh ooaslder' that 
mode of setUiag dif^mtes brutal : and eiren aaMag the 
lower orders the dignity of human natare is rarefy ^via* 
lated by one man striking another : a ddightfnl foatam 
ia their charaeter, indicatiTe of the height of cavilisar 
tion to whioh the very lowest ranks here have afttaiaed. 

In about, an hour a sentinel oameand admitted ail 
the files^ but st^. when he came to me, there, being 
no more room : and so I was left with some ^^mtants 
behind me» to grumble, and discoiver all maoBer of 
reasons why. the galleries should have beea nmdeiaigsr* 
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But we were not left to utter hnpelessneBB, though not 
far from that deplorable situation ; fur eoine person who 
eifjoycd a seat at present might have business before the 
Chamber rose, and so vacate his [jlace in the gallery 
for our use ; or he might tire, or get sick. 

In the mean time, I hummed a Scots tune, looked 
over my French grammar, or tried to listen to the con- 
versation behind me. Wc were all at first at the bot- 
tom of the spacious staircase, which, however, we 
ascended by slow degrees, and finally taking advantage 
of a relief of the guard, we got up to the esplanade 
among the pillars, and stood boldly round the sentinel 
who kept the door. Thi.s was a stout, fierce, middle- 
sined man, extremely gasconading and haughty, and 
being a little in liquor, (not a common thing here,) wished 
ko impress upon our minds that he was something be- 
yond ordinary ; and this was a character just suited U> 
the views of the motley group of loungers that sur- 
rounded bins. Here then, for the space of two hours, 
all kind of badinage passed )>etween his sentryship 
and the crowd ; and had I knowu the language accu- 
rately, I might have picked up more of Paris low life, 
than in any opportunity that had i^en ail'orded nie : 
however, I heard and saw enough to form no unfavour- 
able opinion of Parisian humour. " Je fus a Moscou, 
was the mode which this military appendage to 
Chamber took of endeavouring to impress deep respect 
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on his audience, when all other failed ; bat it was in 
vain, for his assiduoas tormentors gave him no rat, 
in sarcasms and questions as to his pay, his ex|ilotli, 
and his private affiurs, and did not seem afraid of the 
bayonet, although he was occasionally so far exasper- 
ated as that I had some fears for the consequences.— 
Much jesting took place upon who was first in order, 
or premier; and how he was to know what indindilal 
to admit in case of a vacancy. One witty vogne dedaved 
himself premier, and churned priority in case of a descent 
down stairs, which was indignantly reeded by the 
honest Gascon, who was ** bien snr que Monsieilr 
r Anglais fut le premier." 

- At this moment a fat republican, whose independent 
manner I at first took to be English, ascended the stair- 
case, and not understanding the joke, supposing that 
an innocent party was suffering injustice, declared that 
tTie military official had no right to dictate, and that 
the reign ** de bayonette et de la plume" was gone for- 
ever. This was a new view of matters, the neaalt of 
the late majorities on the left or popular side o( the 
Chambers, which has a good deal opened the months 
of the liberals throughout the nation ; and by this novel 
stroke of politics, enforced by a tumultuous langh of 
the crowd, the sentinel was completely silenced, and 
remained glum for about five minutes ; but Fienoh live- 
liness soon recovered itself, and a brisk small ftie of 
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words ami jests rccomiiienced ; when some tireil iiuli- 
vidiial coming down fruni the gallmcs, exactly three 
hours after I had taken inj' station as above recorded, 
gave me the agreeable opportunity of skipping up stairs, 
where, in a few seconds, 1 had a view of the great Coun- 
cil of this mighty nation. 

The interior chamber \a a lofty building;, a» large aa 
a Church, ft ta a half circle, in Urn centi-c of whose 
diameter, by the wall, eUs the President, uUh a table 
liefore him ; and some feet in front, on a lower level, 
stands the rostrum, of an olilong form, eight feet by 
three ; farther down is the door, and the area or parterre 
uf the Q|)artment is not very great, for the deputies' 
benches rise from it all round in a gentle ascent to the 
back wall of the temi-circle : ftbove this, overhead, is 
the gallery with two rows of seats only, separated into 
divisions for ambassadors, for ladies, reporters, and 
other privileged classes; so that every thing is well 
arranged, and no one uncorafurtahlc after admission is 
attained. The President is attended by two otlicers, and 
there are a variety of others genteelly dressed in black, 
with bags and swords, whose principal duty seems to 
be to carry messages from one member to another. — 
The members are well dressed in general, some with 
orders, and others, who intend to mount the tribune, 
with gold and silver lace on their necks and cuffs, which 
gives them greatly the semblance of folks in livery. 
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the appearance of the men of FVanoe, of all ranks, I 
ntterly despise ; and lavish all my admiration on the 
elegance of their females. But not to digress. Here 
is a fine show ; for the edifice is splendid, and emhel- 
lished with statues and other ornaments : the gallei^ 
was replenbhed with strangers of distinction, as well as 
natives from all the departments, desirous of witnessing 
the actual adjustment and disposal of their high national 
concerns ; and the hody of the house possesses a large 
portion of the talent and influence of France. It is hot 
justice to declare, that thb is a spectacle of nocommoii 
interest. 

When 1 entered, one little courtly hody was on the 
tribune, not holding forth ore rotundo of the Greeks, or 
raising his arm more Romano, but slavishly reading oat 
his insipid oraison : forth it flowed for nearly an hour, 
like water, neither hot nor cold. I almost wished for 
my old station on the esplanade, where the vis comica 
of nature was developing itself untrammelled by arti- 
ficial shackles; slowly was unstitched leaf after leaf 
put down upon the board ; and I was truly tbankfbl 
when a new face mounted the rostrum, although it might 
be merely a change of monotony ; half a note higher Or 
lower, it would be at all events a change. 

But upon the present occasion, it was my lot to be 
agreeably disappointed ; for the next speaker, a bold, 
broad man, for what reason I cannot tell, mobnted in 
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aliurry, »illiout uut^sor comiiieDts, and floiirisliiiig tiia 
bftnd right and left, addressed theCliaRibcrini|>roiiiplu, 
with all the energy of one who is perfectly iiiliniate with 
bis subject, and under some biting stiniulua to let hia 
opiuion be known to his adversaries on the deafest side 
of their head. This was not the first time tn my life 
that I liave been constrained to admire the original and 
rhetorical taste of our Scots peasantry, who, in their 
dislike to writt«n orations and seimons, are truly said 
'' to abhor the paper." The effect of the eloquence 
which nature dictates was in the French Chamber iranip- 
dialc; a mere whisper became a sounding murmur of 
applause on one side, and of violent disapprobation on 
the other : the whole Chamber commenced earnestly 
each man to leave general matters, and speak vehe- 
mently with his neight>our ; the hubbub becamegencral : 
some rose, and cried out; nolliiug could be heard fora 
few minutes ; the President knocked loudly with a mal- 
let on his table to keep order ; and finally, aflcr the 
impressment of the moment had subsided, he obtained 
silence by the ringing of a tolerably sized bell. 
, The King's Ministers are seated on the front benches, 
with portfolios before them : the members sit toward 
the right or left of tlie I'resident, according as their 
principles lead them to the Hoyalist or Constitutionalist 
side. The only person it occuiTed to me to ask a sight 
of, was Benjamin Constant, an elderly man, but not of 
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tn awfbl piesenoe ; his wliitiBh liafar combed mi dttcr 
mde, with a path ia the middk ; eyes'that aeoBed Id 
Aape his Tisage to a kind oi aogie, gning his tee 
plenty of edge. Instead of appearing in the aolem 
dignity of a first-rate, ready to spitTengeaiioe in thvn- 
der on all the pirates of lil>erty, be seemed m perpetatl 
motion, ranning about whispering to oHier jnembent 
and taking oopions notes of the speeches. 'In a ceifle 
of hours» I had enough of the Chamber of Dqmtics; 
a creature, dressed like a lacquey, ascended ibe palpit, 
with a monstrous pamphlet of a speech, when I look 
fright, and made off, leaving a seat for some expedsnt 
at the bottom of the stair ; and had time to tfulk to tte 
further end of the Champis Elys^, and vurrey all Hs 
grandeur of chariot and horse, and to be home m good 
time for dinner. 



Wednetdaif, 14tk Mvf. 
It is the extent, the magnificence, and the notaberof 
the Palaces of France, that proclaim most londly the 
earthly glory of her Crown. Among these, Versailles 
occupies the first rank, and for this royal residence I 
to-day inclined my steps. It is twelve miles from Paris, 
and as the resort thither is great, there are innumerable 
small diligences and cabriolets to be had eveiy half hour. 
The road lies partly along the Seine's banks, and is, in 
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Miiiu; parts, cDiinentlj' beautiful, witb groves of the likvuu- 
riti' chesnut. Leaving, after a time, tbe ordinary bigb 
road, we entered a broad avenue by a large iron gate, 
witli gilt tayit railing. On either side of the pnt)ci|>al 
way is a smaller road, each nitli a double row of trees- 
Having tTBvellcd for some time along this superb ap- 
proach, we discover, by the roofs of houses among 
branches, that we are drawbig near tu a tuivn ; aud 
begin to admire handsome buildings and titie trees: 
but all minor wonder ctases, when wc are called upon 
to Mtney the principal s|)ectacle; for, driviug into a 
square of great extent, rising gradually frotu the one 
side, we find the upper part of it occupied by the front 
of the ancient portion of the palace, which, though not 
the most magnificent departmeut of the edifice, is quali- 
fied to command our admiration — rich, rare, and old- 
fashioned, with a profusion of busts, statues, and gilded 
ornaments among the windows. This regal abode ap- 
pears to equal in size all the Paiisiau palaces put 
tcigetber; yet the shape of the latter, in hollow squares, 
may negative this calculation ; an<l nothing is so false, 
in such an estimate, as the eye of au inexperienced 
traveller. Nevertheless, it is only when we penetrate 
to the back front of the region, that the spaciousness 
of the noble and symmetrical ranges of architecture 
becomes quite overpoweiing ; and we are made to un- 
derstand that such prodigious grandeur must far exceed 
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the waaU or means of any private indindual, howler 
exalted, and can pertain only to the unappioached head 
of the univenal emjnre. The palace b aUuated upon 
an eminence, from which there is a fine view of. the 
adjacent country. Immediately below, towards the 
back, lie the pleasure-grounda and gardens, unequalled 
in splendour and extent, statues, basins, parterres and 
terraces, and a whole province of park and forest. . . 

There is, however, as the reader will by this time 
have discovered, considerable monotony .in the descrip- 
tion of French palace scenery ; and after all, a Briton 
is not in his element in attempting it. Perhaps a dash 
of envy mixes with the pleasure Jie enjoys in the sur- 
vey ; and he will question the propriety of such wanton 
superfluity of magnificent accommodation for the use 
of one individual. . With the French, however, the 
matter may be different : the splendour is their king's, 
it is their own : every man appropriates it ; and it is 
the Parisians' special delight on a Sunday afternoon, to 
come trooping by thousands to saunter in the gardens ; 
to revel in the wonders of the extensive jets d*eau ; to 
chat under the shade of some colossal statue ; to stray 
among the leafy labyrinths, and dance upon the g^reen 
margins of the beautiful basins. 

Rather than be doomed to spend such a Sabbath 
evening, I would willingly take some time of the gal- 
leys; for although I am prone by nature to recreations 



of all kinds, yet the French, in following pleasure, ilrive 
through the strait comniandB of Oml, with u ficrceiiesi 
and universality that is altogether appalling. The 
sL'ene therefore, on Sunday and f^tcs, must exceed all 
ilescription. To-day, however, the living figures of 
the picture are not numerous, and only enough to en- 
liven it. A school of fine boys, with animated looks, 
engaging manners, and voluble tongues ; the distant 
hum of jiractiHing drums far away in the forest; gar- 
deners trimming the parterres, creating, ns we pass, 
the salntrery fragrance of new tumed-up earth ; groups 
of yoldiers here and there in their white undress, or 
surrounding a basin, where r mighty bronze Neptune 
and his ottenihiat horses and dolphinn emerge from the 
waves, forming part of the machinery of a noble jet 
d'eaii ; a party from Paris, penetrating the inl«riur 
recesses of parterre, grove, or arcadcd circle, sacred to 
royal tea-drinking; sundry Englishmen lying on the 
grass at study, as sulky ns you please, while we take a 
sidelong look at them ; an<l in the wooded retreats, the 
blackbird and nightingale enchant the air, and the 
cuckoo tells of approaching summer. The statues in 
this Jardin are, ns usual, much larger than life, nnd are 
tolerably well clothed. It seems to be the humour here 
to write with a pencil on the white marble pedestals, 
as we do on the window shutters of an inn. A lady's 
name, perhaps some toast of celebrity ; some midillin 
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venta, it may be, in praise of the god or goddesses re- 
presented l»y the statue above ; little strokes of pleasantry 
also abound, sometimes addressed to the English, who 
reside atVersaiUes in great numbers. Afatfaoewaspour- 
trayed, the name an English oath I do not choose to tt" 
peat, with *^ On mange bien au hotel de Madame •— — ^." 
The workmanship of the statues isnot peculiarly happy ; 
they are generally copies of some heathen deity : there 
is little expression in them, no anatomy, or exhibitioB 
of musde, or accuracy of delmeation, in their large 
round fat limbs. Some flights of red marble steps, sf 
immense sise and width, are truly magnifiixnt* On 
the whole, I doubt not that a retired person might find 
Versailles a pleasant residence, and might strcAl and 
study very agreeably among the distant recesses of the 
park, where the straight avenues lose themselves in- 
miles of distance. 

But this I love not ; a prospect that is not bounded 
by the ocean, or some lofty ridge, has no charms for 
me: indeed, the intolerable sameness would quickly 
drown me in irretrievable ennui. I liked St* Clond 
bettor on this account ; it is higher pitched, and in the 
view from it, thore is more variety of feature and of the 
magnificence of dbtance : but I am tired of describing 
this kind of country, and I dare say the reader is some- 
what fatigued also. 



Thurtdag. JUag 16. . 

- This, being; AsceoBioii-day, is kept as a Sunday: 
work is in part suspentted, the shops geDcrally shut; 
although, for the purpose of information, the chief 
articles that are to be disposed of withio, are tolerably 
well painted on the back of the shutters. The Tuil- 
leries' garden is like a crowded market-place through- 
out ; folks in their Sunday clothes, fluttering; in broad 
cloth and gilt buttons, or in coluureil allks and plumes 
like rninbowB. There are to be a great many ffltea and 
ipectHcles, and a balloon on Sunday. M. Joinville did 
not cume to the lesson this morning, I found hjni in 
the cafe, with ii clean white waistcoat and new brunch, 
looking remarkably well, all ready for the ifiorlB of the 
day. Some decent-looking people arc seen with bonks 
(roing to church. 

- I must not forget the rectitication of a nustake to 
day, which showed me a little of one department of 
French society, namely, the state of the ancient noblesse. 
I have mentioned, that among military men, merchanlH, 
and people from the country, we have had occasionally 
at onr table d'hote characters whose walk in life might 
be lomewhat of an inferior degree to these. One per- 
son has lived some time in the house, whose manner 1 
particularly admired ; yet whom, from some occasional 
peculiarities of dress, t persisted secretly in taking fur 



abftkcr; b«l to nialu die matter as MitabkMpembk^ 
1 tuppoied be nifhi be the chief baker of the nank 
I waaa good deal wrprised, thereiiMB» wbam If i leii 
viUe told. Be,.aflMNig other pmmp^ t<Hday». that: the 
IKnooage ia qoeatieftwas a FiendiEoil^ wbpwfatiMiii 
eetotea had been mM at theBeiPoliitiaa. TUa ynlie^ 
oMUi 18 towarda forty yean of age^ aiiaight and alesdciV 
ivith a long, grave, aad pkaiiag». nther thaa^a head* 
•ome ph]f»ognoiiiy ;. he hae^ no wonder, adeq^yh 
melaadioly ak, which flddom kaTea biiii« HamghoBli 
forced to flee in earlj lila^ he haa receipted h«a a alendor 
education, and takea little dbare in c6nvernatiiiaH> Qu 
▼ieitors geaeially think hin.a -Gcriiuui^.for.iileraiiaj 
was the aeeneof hit emigratieB ; fone dark Cattelic 
state in it, I suppose, whcite little menial ottltore was 
to be acquired. He does not frequent the ooaapaay of 
the other nobility, does not go to the jdieatre, but re* 
mains much in his own. apartment; worka «1^ ssmU 
mechanical labours, and even pfeits his owa linen and 
sets his room in order. Sach arethe fryita of peamy, 
and a defective nurture, which' pitesents him.no means 
of restorifif his station in soeie^. The Buod^.in das 
individual, seems tohave, by violent oempresaioM, been 
reduced to small oompass; aad to have aoquimd a 
steadiest- disposition tO'tum mther towards die faeipasd 
past, than plunge into the gionoaa future, whiolr fsr 
him hath^ no ebarma* Ibniing saddealy: te- «a em 



(lay, he asked whether it was aaccrtained that the late 
Queen of England had died a natural death I I in- 
quired if he had ever been in England ; he answered, 
with a sigh, in the negative : if he had been in Ger- 
lUEtny; he nnswercd Yes, with aitotlier sigh. He was 
anxious to be informed of the particulars of the late 
decease of JVIargnret Nicotson, who, it may he remem- 
bered, once atteni[>tc<l the life of uur George 111.; thus, 
the idea of regicide seems cantiaually to haunt him. 
When we look on auch a moral spectacle as this, we 
perceive where lie the deep wounds of France, which 
rankle mortally in obscurity, amid the general gaiety 
and nonehalanc«. This man, humanly speaking, never 
can be happy. He has been, by awful and uncon- 
trollahle events, eicliided from the companionship of 
his own rank ; broken-hearted, reduced to occupations 
mean and trivial, awkwardly fettered among associates 
whom his notions of birth cannot |>ermit to consider as 
on terms of equality ; his friends all dead ; his castles, 
lands, and rivers in the hands of new proprietors, who 
would tremble, with a secret apprehension, to see hii 
hated face, lest the Ultra Royalists would yet ]trevail in 
the State, to have the heritage of the old nobility re- 
store<l. Methinks 1 see him hid in a thicket, taking 
one more view of the seat of bis fathers, and remem- 
bering, with a swollen heart, all the sweets of childhood 
and ntfcction there enjoyed, before the dark days came 
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on ; ibr he foid ne» on Me oecMioo, wkitm ihft 09ii?er- 
salioft l<d to it, that he hatd been at ancb and snc^ a 
dty, at a distance firom Paris. I knew tbe floor i:tcbse 
could not afford an excuraion of pkasure, and had no 
business to carry him thitfaer» unless the fantastical 
consolation of attempting to onre tbe vimlence of ^settled 
grief» by opening anew its sources and springs, be 
allowed to be an affair of some importance. Ye ges- 
tlemen of England ! who rejoice in your ^adous man- 
sions, possessing all the honourable satisfactions ol 
your station, having little to fear and every thing to 
hope, thank the Author of all good« when you con- 
template tbe different fate of the ancient nolHlity of 
France. Yet, blessed be his naitte, there remains, to 
them who will accept of it, in his gospel, higher dis- 
tinction than an ancient line of ancestry, or stately 
possessions, even a royal priesthood and uncreated 
honours. 

In walking along the Boulevards in an unfashionable 
part of the town, I purchased a ballad or two from a 
small book-shop. Somebody thought it a matter of 
more importance to have the ballads of a nation to 
write, than to frame their statute law. Whether the 
ballad shapes the national character or this the bal- 
lad, or with what reciprocity the two act on each other, 
might be a curious if not useful disqui^tion. it strikes 
me, on comparing the Fvench with ouia.. that there is 



2ai 

more of sentiment than narrative in this species of com 
position with them ; this, at least, seems the smack of 
the following :— 

LE VOYAGEUR. 

Li VlKlLLARD* 

1. Vofageur dont Tage intertsse, 
Quel obagrin fletrit tet b«auz Jouri ? 

Lk VoYAGSfrR. 

Bon VieiUard) plalgnez ma JeunMie» 
J^n butte aux oragM det coura. 

Le VlEILtARD. 

2. Le eort eet Injoste laiM doutei 
Mais n*eet pat toujoara iigoiire«x» 
l>ieu qui ni*a plao^ aur ta nnite^ 
Dieu t*offire un ami : eoii be arevx. 

Lc VoTAoiua. 

3. Met maux lont de tritkea axemplee 
Du poavoir det dietix d' lei bae. 
Bieniot le crime aura dee templet : 
Det palHit il doit etre lai. 

Lc ViElLtARB. 

4. Prend mon brati oar un long Toyage 
Endolorit tet pieda poodraux. 
Comme tol J'errait a ion i^e, 

Dieu t'offre un ami : toit beureux. 

Lx VOYAOBUR. 

5. Quand J* InYoquai dant la tempete 
Ce Dieu qu' on dit ti oontalant, 
Let poignarda ler^'a tur ma teta 
Portaiant gvaT^ mm.u9m taaglaofp 



Lx V1XILI.ARC. 

6. Te Toici duu moD ermitage 
Venons noas d*iui vin i^enereoz* 
HeUs! moa iUi anrail toD age 
Dieu t'offre on ainL: loii beoreax. 

hm VoTAAxviu 

7. Koo : fl n'etf p<rfDt d' Etre saprene. 
Qui teal peuple rimmensit^ ; 

Ct eet uDiven n'est lai menie 
On' aoe grande Inatilite I 

Lk Vibillakb. 

8. Voii ma fille, a qui to detresM 
Arradie im toapir doloareiui ; 
£Ue a eonaol^ ma vieinesse i 
Diea t'offrt an ami : aoia beor^tta* 

1(K VoTAdXUB. 

9. Dani cette nait profoade et triste, 
Ce Dieu Tlent il gttider nos pas ? 
£h ! qa' importe enfin qa' il eziste. 
Si pour lui ooas n'existoDS pas. 

Lx yixtCLAa^ 

10. Voici to eoacbe, et to demeare 
Chasse des reves tenebreoz : 
Tiens moi lieu da fils que Je pleure, 
Dieu t*oiFre un ami : sois heurenx. 

11. L*etranger rests : i) plait} il aiaie, 
£t de flears bieatot oounmn^: 
Espoax et pere, 11 va la! mema 
Pira a ^os d*aii infartwi^ $ 



Le Vikzllakd. 
IS. Le lort est Injuste, sans doate, 
Mais n'est pai toujoiirs rl|^^eax. 
Dieu qui' m'a plac^ tur ta route, 
Dieu t'oifire on ami : tois heureuz ! *^ 

The following is, in the original, a more rattling kind 
of song. Hei'e is a translation : — 

L£ VOYAGEUH AMOUREUX; 

1. 'TwAS onoe my artlMS lute I bade 
Chime German lips of rosy hue ; 

Or I languished for some Flemish maid, 
Doatiog on her proud orbs of blue. 

2. Fulldeftly hare I led tlie dance, 
And tript on bright Batarla's plain ; 
But with the jocund girls of France 
Lost lore and bleaeedneae remain. 

3. Fair, brilliant eez ! InorM to please, 
By gentle mood and magic wfTe : 
The world would be a wilderness, 
Heft of your graces and your amile. 

4. The English pnide,f with felgn'd alarms. 
May nick the eapilTe in her net ; 



* It It proper to remarlc that Uiii Hong It caloulated to give ptin, Arom the 
demonitration it gives of the atheittlcel tendency of French thought. 

t It If but Justice to despised French courtetr, to say that there is no sneer in 
the original. The espreiiloB if limply beaatMilf le . nweh so that the tiaailator 
found he could not render it. It was thus :— '* Si lei femmci en Angleterre ont 
timidlte, douceur. &c.** ' 

V 



Bat the fall prime of woman's charms 
Are wielded by the gay grizette. 

& A bdted knighty thaogh stark and stoifr. 
At beck of woman's will most bow ; 
While her soft kiss, of fragrant power. 
Embalms the safferiog peasant's brow. 

6^ The nations have I traveU'd far. 
But woman, be she brown or blonde, 
Thronghoat mast reign, yet I prefer 
La belie Fran^jaise an toot le monde. 

7. How's this? my heart it boms, I wot. 
Like recft live eoa^ 1 do declare : 
With a Fkris dame come hx^ my lot. 
No other love can with hers compare. 



I find that I would fain come to a conclusion in tke 
estimate of French character — so difficult is it to hold 
the mind in an equiponderating and philosophical state 
of indecision. Although my general impression of 
France is mcNre favourable than I had anticipated; 
although I have seen no quarrelling among the mes^ 
women, and children ; no drunkenness ; and although 
there is an aspect of courtesy and benignity throughout 
the land, yet the memory of the scenes of St. Bartho- 
lomew's day and the Revolution, acts as a fearful im- 
pediment to the verdict I might otherwise adopt : and 
I find Voltaire's memorandum also, about the tiger and 
monkey, has a like ^eyudicial effect. 



Wednesday, Stay 20. 
Although I had not setn hitlf the ctirioaitics of Paris 
wbicli arc without doura, and lew of tlioae that are 
. within, my allotted time was nearly spent, and I began 
to feel the ligatures of home and duty press gently on 
my remend>i-ance. ! therefore left, to another oppor- 
tunity, the survey of museums, libraries, colleges, and 
justilutions; monuments, prisons, hospitals, cemeteries, 
and manufactories. And it uow bcuumcs necessary for 
my reader and me to recollect ourselves a little, and 
ponder whether we have actjuired any ideas, or views, 
that may be of benefit at home — that being the great 
end of travel. Although t had paid some attention 
previously to the state of French morals and character, 
by comparing the memoirs of travellers with one an- 
other, and with facta admitted by themselves, or gene- 
rally acknowledged ; and also by crosa-qneetioning; 
various intelligent individuals of my acquaintance, who 
had made the graud tour, or bad lived on the conti- 
neitt I and was tlitis prepared to believe that we formed, 
on this side of the channel, too severe a judgment of 
the Trench, and too exalted an opinion of ourselves; 
yet t confess 1 was scarcely ready for so great a change 
to this sentiment, as 1 was forced to uniiergo during 
my short residence abroad. But 1 may well be disposed 
to concede, that my intimacy with continental alfairs 
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has been so vagae and transitory, as to make the no- 
tions I may have imbibed little to be depended npon: 
still, these having been mnch formed upon the oAier- 
vaUons of others better situated to settle a judgment, 
I am induced to conceive, that they may not be ntterly 
useless to those who wish to arrive at some ratidnal 
conclusion upon the subject. 

Whatever be the depth of man's depravi^|r agaiml 
heaven, and the duties of die first table of the law, I 
incline to think that our neighbour is not, in geneed, 
so great a sinner against us as we are prone to take 
him for. How gigantic is the growth of nncfaatiteble- 
ness ! how often are we bound to confess that 9ome 
action or speech, done or said, as we at first thought, 
in hostility to our feelings or character, turns out to 
have had no reference to us whatever ! 

When a quarrel happens between man ated main, 
enlarged by years of collision and strife ; when the 
differences require the arm of law to redress them — if 
we listen to one party only, what a load of injury his 
been accumulated on an innocent sufferer ! and it b 
when the matter has been mUcd and separated by a 
jury, that we come to find how small the detrimeat that 
has accrued af^r aH to the plaintiff, balanced by an 
equal quantum of mischief, that has bieen perchante 
bestowed by him on his opponent in the course of their 
bickering; To apjriy this to the case of Oteat Drittm 
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and FraDcc. No candid inquirer ouj^lit to take for 
granted the uliaracler which the generality of the one 
kingdom would charge upon the other: and in truth, 
the inhabitants of no nation could cohere as members 
of a social body, who were guilty of such a hideout 
reach of dissoluteness and profligacy', as we would im- 
pute to the plurality of the subjects of the French 
territories. 

But in ])rosecuting an inquiry into this subject, it 
ought to be more our conccru, by a process of compa- 
riaon to lay open the dust and thecobwebs of our native 
dwellings, for the purjwse of purification, than merely 
to white-wash the abodes of the Frcnchmau ; or to 
throw a delusive covering over those deformities of his 
character, which might give just offence to the friends 
of truth. I confess that 1 feel an extraordinary diffi- 
culty in treating of the subject, for this very reason, 
that in attempting to controvert what I conceive to be 
a false estimate, I may seem to excuse or palliate what 
is in its nature inexcusable, and to be viewed as sin- 
ful and guilty only. But there is no saying to what 
amount the progress of national improvement is im- 
peded by a proud resolution to keep our eyes undevi- 
atingly rivetted on our own perfections. How great has 
been the obstruction to real melioration among our- 
selves, in the haughty delight with which Scotsmen 
have, for ages past, been wont to point at thcit Parish 
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Schools, as unparalleled in the world, and bearing ihnt 
that has raised a small barren islaiid to a name of the 
first-rate esteeiH among nations I How would we hate 
dreamt over this cop of intoxication, till we had beea 
distanced by every other land in th^ career of edi* 
cation, had not some providential drcomntances led 
lat^ to an investigation of the state of inatmction is 
the Highlands and islands, and awakened ua tti tiiie» 
before the error was irretrievable ; b«t not belbie our 
neighbours of England had spied, astonished, tiie 
nakedness of oar land, in the very point where onr vnia 
8^-gratidations had l^therte blinded boA them and 
ourselves ! 

In the same way, we have foir ages advertised oar* 
selves as the most moral people in Eanjpe ; till we have 
mounted to such an airy elevation, as to suppose we 
have a right to peer down upon all our neighbours with 
contempt. 

Upon my return to Scotland, I found it was expected 
I should be diarged and primed with news that woald 
more and more redound to her moral glory ; and the 
surmise of France being on a par with onr native land, 
in some important particulars, was received by eyes 
glbtening with disappointment, and mouths pursed np 
mth olqections to every consideration that could be 
moved in arrest of the judgment, that Fruioe was the 
guilty receptacle of every species^ of secret or open 
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wicked a csB. U certainly struck my own mind with a 
sceptical anion ish meat, how it wati possible tlicrt: could 
be HO little diflereace in outward morals, bdween two 
GounlrieB, one of which bo excelled the other in all reli- 
giouB privileges ; how a nation of Papists and Inlidels 
could vie iti the duties of life, with one which possrssed 
not only a pure church, and upright confession of faith, 
but with whom the Bible was in form at least, received 
afl tile tvst and spring of all ethical purity. 

Perhaps something to tmlve this paradox may ul'tei- 
wards appear ; and we may avoid being wrecked upoii 
that cooclusion which the sceptic would willingly build 
up, that diA'erence of faith is a trivial matter. 

lu considering this subject, it is proper to keep in 
mind, that a large portion of mere morality may tx>-exiBt 
with a total absence of rehgious principle. Let ub look 
around us, and acknowledge how often Christians are 
put to shame by the zeal, patriotism, charity, and l>e- 
Devolence of mere worldly men. How many amiable 
characters dwell within the range of our individual 
ac<|uaintance, who alas I seem to live much without 
Ciod in the world, and yet whose general character is 
comparatively unstained and pure : 1 speak us things 
upjiear to the unsearching eye of man. If we admit 
this fact in the world around us, can we in reason refuse 
that it may have place in other communities t Are we 
prepared to deny that such a state of morality miiy 
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obtun in France t If we shall be tmHiglU to' see hNr 
ikr a ooDcession on this point may lead, it is to beob- 
ferred that Franoe, lamentably defecfiTe in rdigiMB 
advantages tboogh she be, is left neither to the dsA- 
ness nor dehision of ancient Greece and Rone. * Wrilt- 
ever be the errors of the Priesthood, thtfy hs^fo not 
incurred the opprobriom of a total neglect of ChiMan 
morality : and it is well known that Roosseaa, tmdbdlcr 
infidels, have made ase of the prhiciides of the Gotffid, 
withoirt acknowledging the glorioos sonioen flpom-wilkih 
they spring. ; , . .* 

I would ask the serious reader, how many penOHS he 
knows in the county or town in Great Mtaui,'ita which 
he resides, whom he can honestly designate to his'^iiHi 
satisHeustion, as ransomed through the iaiA of Bnl- 
manuel : or to take another view of it, how prodi|fioii8 
the minority of those whose Christianity is meiely no- 
minal ? I \vould ask whether, as to this large community 
of minds, any more can be predicated as to morals, 
than what may be affirmed of ^e similar class in Fhmee? 
They are guided by precisely the same natural and 4efce- 
tive system of ethics, and the great misoeilanlBous 
government of life there, seems on a footing of little 
inferior character to what conducts the rosrtine of social 
practice in Great Britain. 

But notwithstanding, I am happy to believe thai our 
superionty m religious privileges creates, upon the 
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wbole, n hif^her amount uf k^mI principle ia uur native 
country than cxitits in Fiance, tliougli tlie mere mechani- 
cal conduct of tbii two communilicB appears to be more 
upon a par than we are accustomed to suppose. It will 
instantly be objeL'ted, since our mural sense is more fiae 
and just, why should the result not be immediately ob' 
aervable 7 But there may be moral forces at work with 
us, to counteract the benefits of exquisite perceplioa of 
right and wrong : and two seem very obvious, Uie pre- 
valence of intoxication among our population, and the 
absence of the principle of outward courtesy. 

An Englishman and Frenchman strolling apart, niay 
severally be tempted to same immoral action, from 
which, however, natural obligation may restrain them 
both i although the one may have a still lower appre- 
ciation of the moral turpitude of the sin than the other. 
U|K)ii a future occasion a similar temptation may utler : 
the same restraint that formerly ]treserve<l the French- 
man from evil, preserves him still : but our countryman 
falls an easy prey ; for he has lieen in company, and 
has finished a bottle of wine : his passions are inflamed, 
and lost to all eon si deration, lie ia far from discerning 
the sad consequences of his declension. 

If we estimate the manners of France by the moral 
turpitude of her works of fiction in all ages, 
admit that there is exhibited in these a most revolting 
portrait. The early French romances regarding 
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koighU of the roand-table, and Chariemagne and his 
peeriy are, without a solitary exception, a tiasoe of foUy 
and crime, treacherously decked out and prepared for 
the imitation of the population : and the novels of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, whiofa auooeeded 
to these tales, or. to the impure narratives of Boccacdo, 
cannot be ranked in a higher place*. The whole demoB- 
strates the raoumfiil state of man when left to himself, 
and given over to every vile affection : so that adulteff 
and incest become, in the hands of the Auth<Mrs, notoh- 
ject» of disapprobation and abhorrence, but matter at 
romantic interest to the corrupted and degraded £suicy. 
Although Great BntELin has to Mush for mnch of the 
same species of writing, yet there is a universality of 
profligacy and obscenity in French literature, that is 
much more appalling to the mind of the philanthropist, 
and indicates a more unbounded license permitted in 
that nation to error and guilt. One slight trait seems 
to illustrate this : while there have been several Frencfa 
and Continental commentators, who have deliberately 
set themselves down to the promulgation of the hateAil 
and unnatural lewdness of Petronius Arbiter, no British 
critic has defiled his own language with such an exhibi- 
tion. 

One vast and wide-reaching moral advantage, how- 
ever, which France enjoys over Great Britain, is the 
comparative sobriety of her people : or perhaps it would 
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be IkUci- lo ntatc it, tliat llic i^retit iiroporlioh of tiiu 
civil ami religious aupei'iority whi(;h na jioiseiii, is, in 
a iliHlR'Sfiitii^ meaBjre, forfeited by our dcvotcilncss tu 
that (lungcroUB pleasure. W« may again enumerate:, oa 
the nidc of France, a fartbcr remove fruni the harbariitiu 
of savage life than is our lot; a greater kinilliness both 
to mat) and the lower animak ; and, aa a uonseiiucDce, 
leas pugnacity and bloodshed : and lattlly may bt 
noticed, stricter lioiieHty in the aA'airs of life ; uo (at as 
that robltery, pocket- pic king, burglary, and HwiuUltug, 
are with them less a profession than in our country. 

Aa the ■ul>ject ia c\treniely ini|Kii'tanti perhaps we 
may be excuned in dwelling a little upou each of these 
in their order. 

It cannot be said that inebriation l» unknown iu France : 
ftlthough I witnusBcd no iiiitaiice of it, (the sentinel at 
tlie Chamber of Deputies excepted,) yet J am aware that 
it doesexiat to some extent, liut when we contemplate 
the wretched state of our country, in this respect, France 
may truly be said to enjoy a blesBe<l abscuce of that 
desolating vice. Drunkenness ii not oidy dreadful in 
itaeir, but is the occasion and excitement of much other 
guilt, fur which it does not at tirst sight seem answer- 
able. How debasing to the character is this propeu- 
■ity I how hopeless ia moral or intelleutual improvement 
in thoHe who are itH victims 1 It urges to every lawless 
indulgence, iiml it withdraws, in the moment uf (greatest 
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9tbd, tlie gimrd of nsMoa and eoomeBee ; Botiag like 
tome fatal wetpon that cola aloaoewMi two edges. 

To ttHMe wbom dm^ or indiaatioii leada 40^ ivfeali- 
fate Um state of the lower cNPders in Sootlaad^ it m 
hnowM that this vice has attaioed att««iBTetarac9y with 
which the readiag paUie are uaacqaaiated. Bnt etes 
to a oa rek i is eye, itmiMtbeohservabley that the geaeral 
popalatioa groans nnder it as an evil of the fini mag- 
nitade. What displays it in its most deteiioniting state, 
is 4he baneMl extent it has now ^ailtained among the 
female sex : and the well kn s w a ^ Whiskj Bnlls" of 
oar manalactiiriag towas^ are secret meetings of womeD, 
lor the purpose of aband6natg4faenisel?es to this over> 
whelming vice, unfettered by the socie^ «f men* It 
may be supposed, however, that surely oor eowrtry gkb 
are pure from this contamination ; bnt nnfortonately 
they are fully us much exposed to it as those whose 
situation seems less favourabley and at every fair, mar- 
ket, or sacrament, are indalged by thehr Bwains, with 
such a destructive measure of separate treats «f mw 
spints, as gives a ngM>rtal thrust to the morality of the 
country at large, and fits our young women to enter 
greedily into every species of •proiigacy; and the 
oonseqaenoe is, their dissoluteness from this mole eaase 
is extreme ; mu6k greater than the upper dasnes sM 
nware of, who only are conversant vntb that part 
of 'diefcmale pcqralation, of the lower ranks, mho are 
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vice, and who are comparatively five 
of this vice. Tlic external results oi' tlio abuse uf ardent 
spirits, are various. It is the ^eat promoter of discord 
between man and wife, and oi' a selfiah, unsocial cha- 
racter in the tormcr ; it deittroys the re<'iproonl affection 
and respect of parentaand children: it leads toSahhath 
brencli; for many lie a-bed niostof Sunday after Siitur- 
day night's debauch : it produces jioverty, pickery, dis- 
ease and death nmoiii; children : it excites and fomcDts 
quarrels and bloodshed, roblwry and murder. Inmost 
criminal trials, we find part of the lictulls take place in 
an ak'biiusc, or generally, in a succession of these. It 
is tile prime excitement to illicit intercourse belweeii 
the sexes, which it has multiplied to a hii^her summa- 
tion than exists in France in proportion to llic popu- 
lation. 

It both inttanioH the auiumi pr()|>ensiiieti, and intro- 
duce!! that rccklessucss to moral consideration or to 
future conBe(|Ucnccs, that leaves the uncontrollable pas- 
sion quite at liberty. Must young men, of the upper 
ranks, take their tiret step into profligacy afl«r havint; 
been in convivial society, and "m a, prey lo the first street 
pacer whom they meet : it is after a debauch of wine that 
the most fre<|uent visits are made to houses of a certain 
description. There are wretches aroonK our male pea- 
santry, who know that when they can get a girl todriiik 
a certain <|uautity, her ruin iH achieved i and it in after 
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being rendered, by mm or nqnavita, fit for any pur- 
pose, that onr ooantry girls foftake the paths cfidalne. 
The oonsequenee is, that it happens more stldom. than is 
generally bdieyed, that a woman is com^^eteiy chnste, 
before marriage, among ^Mir mial popnlatioD. Many 
of them hate what is termed '* a misfortene ;-' or are 
married, in the language of kirk sessions, ^^ in 4i atate 
of anti-nnptial fornication." I know a country parish 
whose minister has been some time ordained, and 
has not yet married a coople free from thia^ scaadaL 
A compact of illicit intereoarse is fcequentfy made, the 
basis of whidi is, that if pregnancy take plane, a mar- 
riage shall succeed : and very often the unhappif femafe 
has to lament the want of fstith of her paramour. A 
large proportion of oar female pc^lation, of the lower 
classes, are, or have been, in this predicament: and 
one-half of our males are nu>re or less corrupted by 
drunkenness. 

These details are unpleasant ; but they aieaboolutely 
necessary to obtain a dear view of our moral state, as 
compared with France. Why? Because we rush eageriy 
to uncover and expose the sins of the neighbouring 
nation, while upon our own we deliberately abut our 
eyes. But of a population drenched in drunkciyiess, 
and another comparatively sober, it may be poedioted 
that, in the one, there shall be less immoral transaction, 
upon the whole, than in the other. 
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Anil it really appeam tliat tbiii u the cue iu iVanu: 
aa coiUjiBretl witli Britain. Tliert; in iiian quarrelling in 
the iuarnai;e Btate ; 1cm combat and Muodxhcd among 
thf population ; ienn thieving and pickery; lesH rubbury 
and kou He -breaking ; utid, what aecms tuorc extraordi- 
nary still to our preconceived ideas, wiili important 
eucytioni in certain rfuiks, upon the whulu, leiut illicit 
iMcnraurM. Witli regard tu thin last, it in Hluutly 
maintahied by tlie Fr^ncli, and admitted even by their 
unemies, that the young unmurricd funiaius of all ranks, 
in the dupartiueutH, are, generally i)|>eakiagi pure ; and 
indeeil, they are much mure m than tbe Britiih in 
HimUur BituatioiiH. 

It is alsu ailuulted that, on the whole, tbu tnurricil 
titmalca nre faithful to the tics of w«dlock in niral 
suviety. Even although, tlierefore, we take into ac- 
count the alleged dissoluteness of iiiariieil women in 
I'aris an^ the larger towns, (the thought comes over 
the mijid of the philanthropist with a pang of uuuiiti- 
giHcd itiipandtacj I) even wuctidiag this, still the 
bdaamatmaniiiy WKms in favour of the ueighhonr- 
iufl country. Vet, on the daplurable suhjcci of coti- 
Huliial I'aitblaiisneM, it will be well for us not altogelhei 
to take llic Itritish accuuut of tlie luatter. If every 
married woman in IVencli urban aociety were '.vvrlhless, 
as we hear loutUy asserted iu English circles, th^u, ua 
an avnurcd corollary, we should ace parental and con- 
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JQgal affection banished from the heart of every man ih 
that sphere ; which, however^ we do not find to be the 
case. On the contrary, it is no uncommon thing there 
for fathers to divide their last farthing among their 
children, and betake themselves solely to filial affecttdn 
for their future support. A stretch of confidence hon- 
ourable to both parties, and possibly unknown in Eng- 
land. And, be it remarked, that if we examine die 
lives of certain high circles in our own metropolis', and 
dive into the horrible investigation of our nantiGal 
wedded population in the extensive sea-ports of Great 
Britain, we shall not be long of finding what will bidaace 
all the adultery of France. 

I am the less disinclined to speak strongly on this 
subject of intoxication, because it seems an evil that is 
upon the increase here with the lower orders: and 
among much praiseworthy care in favour of these, ex- 
hibited by the upper ranks, in the operation of various 
excellent institutions, I venture to say, we are extremely 
indifferent upon the results of a vice, whose deteriorat- 
ing agency is so energetic, as to make it scarce doubtful 
whether by its means we are lower down in the scale 
of national turpitude, than another people who do not 
possess our religious and civil advantages. 

It is a humiliating consideration, that the late Burke 
homicides could scarcely have been perpetrated in any 
other country than Scotland. It was necessary ih these 



lonelj' cases nf hithprlo unparalleled cruelt,v, that io- 
divkluals should he found who would voluntarily drink 
such a ({uantity of spirits, as should reduce them to 
that state of imbecility that the pressure of the mur- 
derer on the breast, and a brief stoppage of the nuxirils, 
should soon make further violence unnecessary. 

In America they seem to he treating this subject tvith 
more of the importance it desei'ves. f may add, that 
it B>ema a legitimate opportunity to enforce the con- 
sideration of this point, in the discussion of continental 
manners, because I believe that the auspicious improve- 
ment that has taken place of late years among out 
upper classes, in point of sobriety, is, in a considerable 
degree, traceable to the intercourse of our army and 
higher ranks with the continent : where we find, that 
the mere mechanical influence of custom and fashion 
has had a most happy result, in this particular at least. 
And we may, on that account, be encouraged to adopt 
positive measures to retrieve our lower ranks from this 
deatruc^ve propensity. 

With regard to gambling, that false endeavour to 
give an artificial reality and diligence to the vacuity of 
idleness, I believe that, at least in Scotland, we have 
not declined to the depths of prodigality which, it is 
sftid, exists in France. 

It remains that we say a few words on the character 
of the French nation for kindness and courteay. Tl 
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great obstacle that stands in the way to a favourable 
judgment for France, on this score, is the cruelty dis- 
played at the Revolntion : and the comparative cle- 
mency of CromweU*s days in England, is held up as 
the counterpart of British history, and as demoustrative 
of the less ruthless character of the nation. But we 
forget the different drcnmstances of the two eoontries, 
and the different qualities of the agents in the two 
national catastrophes. With us, the opposition to the 
crown was founded on just and national principles ; and 
its operation entrusted to Puritans, who, whatever their 
faults might be, displayed a disposition to fair fighting 
in the field, apart from marauding and massacre ; and, 
moreover, the energetic mind of the Protector seemed 
particularly fitted and disposed to prevent military or 
mobbish oppression, of every kind, great or small. 
Under his moderate but determined sway, there was 
little opportunity for the viler portion of the nation to 
drench every thing in murder. 

Unfortunate France was in a situation quite dis- 
similar ; goaded to madness by the legalized oppressios 
of kings, minions, nobles, and priests, she threw off a 
yoke too heavy to bear ; but in the rally, lost her safety 
and liberty: first to the. demagogues of fell and un- 
principled mobs, and next to the rod of ambitious 
power. Suppose Thistlewood and lags, and the other 
Cato Street conspirators, that danced on their way to 



(luDHi, IiihI LoiKluilcd the English Itcvulutiun, iiisteaij 
of llampden. Vane, or Milton, 1 trow we shouki not 
liBve had much to brag of thu cuiuparative mildnega of 
our national character. 1 have not a doubt that scenes 
more appalling, and a sanguinary cnurgy yet more re- 
lentless, would have happened in their hands, (ban all 
that erinisiined tbe streets uf Furis : iuitamucb as the 
nerve and the bloud -thirst in ess of the Engiisli is of a 
more habitual, staid, and <laring nature. 

Let tbe daily rccunis of tbe cockpit, bull-bait, and 
fancy ring, bear witness t<i tbe truth of this asscition. 
In these pastimes, witbin these thirty years, more blood 
hns been <|uiGtly shed, in the bosom of our own land, 
than (lisgruced tlie Revolution of France ; and had we 
l)een in her circumstances, in our great national cbangc, 
it is likely we should have had tu lament a catastrophe 
calculated to till creation with a tenfold dce))cr horror. 
From the frequency of figbliug and contuHl, the English 
are perfectly callous to tbe defonnity it leaves on the 
character of the nation. It has been thought that 
priaie-figbting kept up English spirit ; but the French 
have been nlways held as brave as the English, without 
this horrible regimen to generate pluck. 

To come nearer home, our highland regiments do not 
[losscss, among their native glens, the advantages which 
the fancy propoaes. Yet I do not know that any of 
thrm would consider it a great compliment to be told 
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that tbey were mot imtmoK to lowhjul Eagliali tioopk 
On the mbolt, however, ia jotioe to Scotlaiid» .she hu 
WBOte of the eivilintioB of France ia thia leqieGi thaa 
her aottthem hrethrea. A Soots huly, of my acqaaiai> 
ance, once paid a viait toafiuaily who lived ia FimliM 
LoNokiag out of the wtadow oa a Sunday aftemoon, aha 
law two hoys qaanrelling aad coming to Uowa : aht 
cloaed the blinds, but in half-an^hour, ahe happsnei 
to look out again, and saw the young creatorea eoa* 
tinning to fights covered with blood, supported on the 
knees of wretches who wantonly and. cmelJ^ iKpt ap 
ihecontest. Sick of the sight she rung the bdl,. aad 
sent o«t the housenKrvant to stqp the combat. Oat 
went he, but it was too agreeable fiin to be iirtermplsdw 
and he remained among the spectators. She then glid 
down stairs, and beseeched the groom to run for a eon- 
stable, who went out, but not to return. In a. state of 
great perturbation she put on her bonnet, and ran to 
Buckingham gate, wh^re she knew a civil officer lived» 
but he was from home ; she pressed forward through 
the bird*cage walk, aad was again disappointed st 
Westminster gate, and at last got a police office sobk* 
where about Whitehall. In a breatfalesa state of agita- 
tion, she entreated that assistance should-be seal to 
prevent a mob and two children from killing each otbes: 
the policemen laughed; she wept and impIoKtd: they 
said they wished all the blackgnarda ia Loodoa woald 
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kill each other. She took out her purse and ofTered 
its content!) to any two who would go along with her. 
They agreed ; she returned, and after a fatiguing race 
of Bome miles, on arriving at the spot, she found, with 
themoRt mournful emotions, one of the little boys carry- 
ing out upon a shutter, dead. So hardened and insen- 
sible is the English population tn this species of 
bttrbarity, and so do they excuse a practice which is 
fertile only in curses on the people, 6w( proihwes no 
good Ihittff. 

The French on the contrary, consider him a brute 
that would Btr ke a man to the effusion of blood. And 
when 1 saw at a i ta e on the streets of Paris, small 
groups, 1 alwa s expected some row orcotnbat,aB is usu- 
ally the case in England. But it was delightful to find, 
infltead of a ferocious dispute, some liarmtess amuse- 
ment. One day t espied a tumult opposite a cabaret 
in the street where I lived : these were young men danc- 
ing about with stiekn in their hands ; now, mcthought, 
for once I shall witness a French row. It was a party 
of lads from the country, who, having met some friends, 
were kissing one another six or seven times on iMlh 
cheeks, and dancing about, flourishing their sticks in 
perfect good humour. When the English are pressed 
on this subject, are not tiaty-cufts better, say they, than 
the stiletto ? as if this instniment were used at all in 
France. The grand fact, however, stands thus — that 
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the French beiog a most dYUiied iiatioo, the siMm^ 
of polished life b diflcernihte in all that takea fk» 
between man and man. The humane vhrtqes ana feao^ 
ally prevalent, and it would be wdl for ii8» jtel ^vetly 
lo admit their superiority in this respect, aad emduMm 
to procure the importation of their great natiDiial rirton 
of courtesy and sobriety, into our own dime^ Let as 
comnuinicate to tham the spirit of our lasHB, omt fmt 
charitable apd religioua sodeties, and let as assist aad 
cheer them in such splendid and salutary puscsdwa * 
and let the nations mutually bestow on eaeh ether the 
reciprocal benefits which an amicable iBteroovNe is 
fitted to confer. 

JOURNEY TO BRUSSELS. 

I lefi Paria by the Brusseb diligence^, on Tuesihy 
morning, 20th May, at seven* When I desoeoded fiwia 
the heights of our hotel, which is, like moat othca haases 
in Paris, about seven storeys high, I founds bafoie sii 
A.M., not only the domestics up, but my iandlavd, his 
little daughter, andM. Joinville, all rubbiHgthaiftegFes, 
havmg got lip for the express purpose of biddiag 
** Taimable Monsieur Anglais** farewell ^ in a miiHilaor 
two also, Madame, whose province it is to sit tqp'lale 
in the caf<§ and sleep till nine or ten in the BM)rwig» 
miadie her appearance in a dressed tonp^, and she aad 
mine host accompanied me a good distttDoe %> the dili^ 



genoe yard, where ihcy kindly and ixilitely bade me 
farewell. I was seated in the coupije, with a French 
^iitlcnian who knew England well, had beeu as fat 
north as Perth, and spoke our lunguage. The intelli- 
l^nt and educated Trencli like to get ao Englishman to 
have a lung yam with, as the sailors say, about poli- 
tics, trade, jiolitical economy, and other matters, with 
which their own countrymen are defectively conversant; 
for such topics are not considered safe conversation 
among themselves, at all times ; in fact, 1 believe that, 
till the late nifyoiitics of the left side of the Chamber 
of Deputies, it might be at least inconvenient, if not 
dangerous, to be too free on such subjects. They are 
delighted and astonished at our Ubcrly of speech on all 
government matters. From this person I made up my 
pack of knowledge somewhat better than before, on 
certain great questions in agitation, and got an account 
of the principal speakers in their lower house. There is 
little dilTereiice in the ap)>earancc of the country between 
Paris and Valencieanes, and that which I bad before 
travelled from Calais. A dreary, unvaried, flattish 
diampagnc, almost without fences or trees, chequered 
only by the difl'ercnt grain produced ; the land, how- 
ever, bearing tolerably good crops : no farm houses as 
with us, situated by themselves, surrounded by wood, 
gardens, haystacks, and beilges. No gentlemen's seati, 
no, not one in several huudi-td miles ! The gentle 
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folks live in the smaller fenced cities, or at Paris : tlie 
country people in villages. Sometimes, however, their 
hamlets, with apple-trees in full hlossom, and embosom- 
ed in wood with picturesque cottages, and paysanne 
costume of the figures, are very pleasing. 

About Compeigne, near a royal residence, the whole 
country became beautifully wooded, and for a good 
many miles we had agreeable travelling. Thus we 
proceeded along the main highway to the Netherlands ; 
a wide road, with tall trees here on either side, a strong 
narrow causeway in the middle, (hence ** croon o* the 
causey,*') where, when the diligence met some mon- 
strous waggon, drawn by eight horses, with small belk 
on their harness, she took a desperate lee lurch, with 
one side of the wheels among the softer part of the 
road. We sometimes saw the highway quite straight 
for many miles before us, and remembered that we were 
on the identical stones, perhaps, where the artillery of 
Louis le Grand, or of Napoleon Bonaparte, had marched 
to try the battle with Marlborough, to cope writh Aus- 
trian armies, or penetrate into the fatal deserts <^ 
Russia. When it became almost dark, and we had 
been about fourteen hours on the road, we passed 
through a narrow aperture of walled brick, not large ; 
on either side a mound of about eight feet high sloped 
down toward the country round about : in a few yards 
we passed over something like a canal by a drawbridge. 



which bent under our weight, and the iron chains gave 
t clank : then mounds a( eartli, gently sloping to no 
great height, gave me some "inkling" of where we 
were approaching. We passed suctessiveiy four canals, 
among smull green artifieial hills which increaseil in 
height as we proceeded ; and lastly, a broad fo»se or 
dam, bounded by a moderate sined brick wall with 
parapets. Entering a dark hollow tunnel, we soon 
found ourselves within the walla and fortili cations of 
the celebrated Peronne la Pucelle, which has never yet 
been forced ; and I jwrroittcd myself to he astonished 
that what some esteem the strongest place in France, 
■bouLd not be a Btu|)endoua-looking fortress with bul- 
warks walled up to heaven. Nevertheless, to one only 
accustonicd to jieaccfid corporations and civil aupre- 
macy, there is something cruel and dangerous- looking 
in the smooth, straight- lined approaches of one of the«e 
frontier towns. We successively passed through several 
of them — Cambrai, Valenciennes, Mons — ull carefully 
strengthencil with glacis, ravelincs, fosses, redoubts, 
and bastions ; and all of them impressing on the udnd 
a deep and ineflTaccahlc feeling of the deplorable slate 
of a country which has been, for centuries, the scene of 
the carnage and conflict of Eurojw. It is the fashion 
in England to account for tht; parlinlity of the Trench 
tbr a town life, to their trifling, worthless character — 
w if unfitted for the deep and ^ railional jo;* q^ tl^ 



comtrjr : bat one wko has oontemphled the hatefol 
ftffieagtlis of the military anaj of towns in Prendi 
Flanders, b forced to adnut the {Meralenee of a -mose 
BMlaacholy nM^tire that suty iadooe a Frendi propne- 
lor, there at least, to obop liimsdf np with his ftuntty 
within fortified walk. — This is not the first iostanee 
where I have been obliged to confess that we^ase ^psto- 
nMitically nnjost to the natioBal character of France. 
The night was pleasant and cool, and we were oceS' 
aionally awakened from our slombers to produce the 
passports, for exhilntion and registration, to the guaid 
at the gates of the dties ; but nothing porticolar hap- 
plBned : and at the place appointed we piped all hands 
lor breakfast, which was performed a la fouK^ietie, et 
a TAnglais. 

Soon after breakfast we approached the firontiers of 
the Pays Bas, and I became desirous of seeing the 
march dike which divides the domains of the two great 
lairds : and this is somewhat difficult to percetre ; for 
the country here is quite unlike our characterized native 
land, marked well with rivers, ridges, or lakes : whereas 
the political divisions here are by no means easy to 
detect. Passing, however, a small rivulet, or rather 
clayey ditch, we found ourselves within the kingdom 
of the Netherlands. On the neutral ground there are 
two offices, French and Flemish, where every diligence 
and waggon is stopt to be searched and pay du^ for 
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any flxciseoblc articles. Here, then, we remained two 
hours among open trunks, balea of goodi, wa^i^Qa, 
and passengers, custmntiouoc officers and porters.— 
Among the latter was one, rather good-looking, witik r 
long blue frock and nightcap, having a soft vojue, anil 
very active ; poHtc to the passengers, whose liands he 
occaflionally stooped down and kissed ; his tongue 
never lay & moment, and he pretended that he bad 
«een every body before ; he helped up the large boxei 
to the tnp of the diligence in a robust manner, and 
Handled each portmanteau like a baby, and was alt»> 
gcther very serviceable. I found something touch my 
shoulder, and what was it but this busy bee, kissing 
the hem of my coat, and claiming acquaintance of a 
very old staiuling. This |)erson was a female in men's 
clothes, and not perfectly of sound mind. Such a thing 
would perhaps scarcely be permitted with us, but here 
it seems to be tolerated — the creature thereby gains a 
livelihood. Wc have heard oi fnmatct serving as sol- 
diers in the French army, but whether openly or under 
the rose, 1 don't know. There is an old English song 
of a female drummer, who was bo skilful in her pro- 
fession as 



I'u piny on tliu row daw b«>t uf ibem all." 
The dny became extremely hot, and I was under 
•ppreheasions tor the fate of my eyes, which uaunlly 
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watter onder theglareof a French aun upon their midodi* 
ed, or at least anwooded, waste of territory. But I had no 
leaaon to be alarmed ; we had left the perpetual desola- 
tioBB of Franoe, and oome into a country that, from 
whatever came, b of a very different exterior. It has 
no pfetensions here to the name of Pays Ba8» for it undu- 
lates gently in charming natural sweUs, clothed with the 
moat luxuriant crops, among delectable undipt woods 
and excellent fences : on the whole, a noKMit rianie and 
delightful scene, and not unlike the finer parte of Eng* 
land. 

We are not long before we discover the peculiarity 
for which the Netherlands have been judged remarkaUe 
among all nations — the extreme neatness and deanneis 
of the houses, and profusion of flowers in their gardens. 
Indeed you here meet, in the interior of the dwellings, 
the very neatness and splendour of deaoness, of a cfaa* 
racter quito superior to the tidiness of all other places. 

We had not long passed the town of Mona bef<ne we 
were aware we had left the laud of civility and courtesy : 
we found boys quarrelling and throwing stcmes at one 
another, and making faces at the coachman as we passed. 
The inhabitants appeared round faced, fat, vulgar-look- 
ing persons ; their dumpy brows, and large full young 
women, put roe in mind of the ungallant appellation 
which Henry VIII. bestowed upon Anne of Cleves, whom 
he designated his Flanders mare. 1 sighed to leave bare 
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France, with ber piitiitCHquc and ranmnlic lianilets, her 
Asiatic beail-<lreHa and elegant [leaaaiitry. 1 calleil to 
mind all the fascinating mental attractions of Paris, and 
my remembrance receded to the long-lost ages of Hayard 
aud other preux chevaliers of France, and Hyinjmtbizcd 
with our own beautiful Queen, who, embarked Ujton the 
mighty waters, prevented the dawning of morn, till she 
could obtain one parting; look uf that delightsome land 
that contained all that was dear and precious tu licr 
heart. 

Be that as it may, however, the FIcmisli t^Tritory is 
of another mark, as far as soil, crops, and fences, are 
concerned. I was most struck with the gigantic luxu- 
riance of the rye harvest. There is an old aoiig of a 
Scots shepherdess having 

" Draigled a' bar peltlooati, 

" Coming lliru' [lis rye." 

But after a thunder shuwci' which overtook us, I am 
inclined to think that this damsel would not only have 
draigled her petticoats, if she had attempted the possaf^e 
of the rye in this country, but have nearly drowned her- 
self in the wet; for the dense and magnificent crop was, 
on an average, seven feet high. 

Although the Flemish horses are of a tine strong; 
breed, we did not proceed at a great pace : and arriving 
late at Brussels, 1 had nut an opportunity uf seeing the 
entrance tu this handsome town, 
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I ttrotted about this faMmomt, nnuk aomt*tmk»imi 
ddiveied kitten. The tow» is wM built mad dea»p 
the mhabitattts geaerally «peak Erench, The^si^Bs Bse 
in that laagnage; bat the sanies, iaetcad of bengsadi 
as Coroeille, Semoo» Caiiel, aie Ksstckm, Fi iMaw> 
Wincker. The Ikamtare in the th&p mmiomumm» 
mnch the eane as at Pans. Sir WaHer Soatlfa Noidi 
did not fail, and Tales of a Grandfather. The emc^ 
tares ridiculed the cUffieaky of aoeess t# theFfCttcb 
King, and the eoa^parativa afiafaitity of his Pafs ^is 
Bii^esty. ThehiUs^m the atreeis and advei^is^aMnla 
are tnosdy in Flemish. The Fsiace is a rrsurirtshhi 
building, and there are, besides, aoae squares aad hand* 
some ranges, and a pahiic gfOfe or Janiin, adjaoent.t^ 
the King's residence ; and Boulevards, something in the 
Parisian way. Hie latter fvooded, and wdl aiied» seeii 
destined to jMNMiiote health aad pleasure; ^aad the 
pac^nsenoir made of whet was oBoe« rampart af 
defence, brings pleasing associations to the miuil. {fibw 
agreeable weald it be if Glasgow, Liveipool, Leeds^ 
Birmingham, and Manchester, were ro^ectively aoeooH 
modated with circular walks in this style I . 

About mid-day I retarned to the small hotel where I 
lodged, and found the greatest teeat I had met wilh ia 
my trareU. Sitting down in the pabUo room, I obsenMk 
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reading a journal, a middle-Bizetl, light looking man, 
with a au))crfine blue jacket, black neckerchief, and 
nicely I'uttied ahirt. Overhearing me say Bonictliing to 
the uaiter, he looked up, and fixed upon Die a pair of 
the blackest angular shaped eyeH 1 ha<) ever witaemted ; 
and asked pleasantly in English, if 1 were of that 
country. 1 had heard of hawk's eyes before, but I 
seemed to feel that I never till now experienced tlie 
power of their cxpreHsion. He laid: down his paper, 
sat down near, and informed me he was just from the 
kingdom of Ava, having arrived in an American vcuel, 
via Cowei and Antwerp. I found in a short time that 
he had been much with Englishmen and in England, 
but chiefly in our eastern possessions : that be respected 
and admired the English character, our mode of manag- 
ing business, both of a public and private nature. This 
he seemed to understand and appreciate, although a 
Frenchman ; and he was evidently gratified by having 
an opportunity of free conversation with one from my 
country. 1 was not long in discovering, or thinking so 
at least, that it was not an ordinary person I was talk- 
ing with. I ha^l been favoured occasionally with the 
company of literary characters of high name at home, 
EUid was prone to admire their conversation : but I 
seemed to find in this person something I had scarce 
met before, and yet he was merely a simple mariner, 
and bad only attained to the commantl of a small vessel ; 
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and was scarce yet come to the prime of life. Hbtving 
cross-^iaestioiied him about various persons, coramaisial 
houses, and transactions in India, I found he was well 
acquainted with them : and having witnessed and ap- 
proved the exertions of a particular friend of mine, in a 
certain difficult undertaking there, I was the more taken 
with him. 

This accomplished person had been in most partsrof 
the world; chiefly in India, the Mediterranean, RediSea^ 
coasts of Persia, Ava, Japan and Olkutz, China, and 
the adjacent countries. I was astonished at the appa* 
rent depUi and accuracy of his observations : though not 
d^kaent in ordinary literature, his mind seemed more 
made up of its own ideas, as formed from a wide tndi^ 
vidual obs^vation, than of the notions of other men ; 
and his descriptive powers were so graphical and: dts- - 
criminative, that one almost thought they felt the object 
that his felicitous expressions were defining, and mould- 
ing into palpable form. I thought it wonderful that he 
was in no hi^er station in life than he occupied : but, 
as I found he was on his way to St. Petersbuigh, (being 
about to take his wife and family with him thither from 
Paris,) I conjectured that he might be enjoyed by 
that Government, whose policy is to pick up able men 
from all the other countries of Europe. Sometimes, 
when he spoke about Arabia, I could have. supposed, 
him a prince or chief in disguise of that ancient peo^e. 



wiio still coDsiUcr the iiiiiid and body uf tlie weitera 
nations aa uf a lower race. In this luuod tberefore, 
with my new coiupniiion, and in tbe midst of an inter- 
esting conversation, 1 felt displeased whcD he was called 
away, and 1 had to betake myself to another stroU 
through tbe town, and the delivery of some more de- 
spatches. 

Amoug other sights I went to the market place, the 
steeple of Which struck am as being the tallest otfiect I 
hul ever seen, formed l>y the hand of man. Amid a 
Urge variety of boot^is and stalls for the neceasariea of 
life, one department is appropriated for plimtB and 
Aowei's. Being in the country where tbe tulip mania 
once raged, where the bloom of Flora is peculiarly ad- 
mired and cultivated, here was in one spot collected 
such a profusion of red and white, orange and green, 
aa I dare say could not have Iwen e()ualle<l in Scotland, 
hod half the green bonnes within it l>een emptied for the 
pur|}0se. t went to see tbe Cuthedml, took a turn in 
the King's Grove snd Boulevards, and leturned to the 
hotel for dinner at live ii'cluck. 

Here 1 was delighted to find my naval acquaintance 
buried among a mass of old newspopers. This, thought 
I, is Tjuite English : it is strange, even after a voyage, 
to bear of a Frenchman turning back to the past : it if 
genemlly understood that be only intcrcsti himself in 
tbe present moment and its concerns. Having; Joined 
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me tt coflfee, dierefeie, we immediately eoauneneedone 
ef the meet Inteiesttngy and by far the longest^ MHi, 
▼enatioDfl I ever held at a stretch ; ^ecupyiag^ if we 
indade the space in the fonmooa, abovf six houn, Iht 
last five without aay intermissioB. I cannot^ >4ill tfais 
moment, aooooat for my own kM{iiadty apou thisioccii- 
ston : with regard to the Frenchman, I presmite Jm 
must have found a Tery tadtnm companion in the^Ame*^ 
rican Captain from Ava^ and perhaps not got orit* his 
breath folly ^1 the present time, smee her had kft^^M 
eastern clime, I was delighled to get the benefit^rf 
tbe remarks of an acute neutral obsorer, on^ttany to* 
pics : and he seemed to be well pleased to had^ 4 iele 
a tete with a free spoken liegeman of his Britannic Miu 
jesty. The following sutgects were gone oter, aadi 
thought I gained not a little new light upon jooit of 
them, Tiz. : — The Engibh mode <^ Colonial Qp^feum* 
teent — Lord Amherst^s conduct in India Oftd ^tE:Xbt(Ni 
—The Burman Waf^Dutch Policy at Battrril^— Aibirft 
of Russia towards Kamtschatka — Captani^ <!och«aiie 
and his travels — Propriety of a Russian enllepotio* 
Wards China in a mild latitude, in whidi io wlatcv^ 
the Pearl FiiAeries — Bruoe's Travek — Waha h e ctf * Mr . 
Canning — Our King, hb moral chanictar--<^iMMi% 
TVial — Law of Royal Marriages, and its probaMe le- 
suits — ^The United States, manners, and polic^-^lM 
Actg-^Catholic Emancipation— The FraM^, their po- 
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liteness, sobriety, licentiousneas, gaiety — The Romish 
Religion — I-aws of the Saviour — Law of Ixive — War 
and Peace — Qu&kers and Peace Societies of AmeticaT— 
Power of the Pope in FraDce — Itiquiaitioa aud the Je- 
suits, and some new particulars respectiug the Chinese 
Empire. It was delightful to hear this eloquent mari- 
ner discourse upon th&^e in the most interesting manner, 
as upon what were no new subjects to him, but on 
which his mind had been long intensely and profitably 
exeroised. We were seated in a small apartment on a 
kvel »bout aix feet higher than the public caf£. In 
some animated parts of the discussion, I observed the 
people in the cafd looking up towards us with surprise ; 
and sometimes, when this handsome voyageur explained 
himself with all the spirit and interest peculiar to bit 
country, one would have thought his tine eyes flashed 
the liquid lire. I do confess 1 was very much bewitched 
by this stranger : I could have desired to benefit by 
further acquaintance with so matured and original a 
mind ; but such a. wish Providence did not see it fit to 
fulfil. At about a quaiier to ten at night, a poiter 
from the Messagcrics Royales came to announce to my 
new friend, that the diligence was about to start for 
Paris : so there was nothing else for it — we exchanged 
names, he broke away, and we parted somewhat in 
style of a couple of lovers never to meet again. 

If the reader should wish to continue his short ac- 




qvaintanoe with ihb penon, the fbOowing may describe 
tome of the passing thoughts o( a homewaid-bonnd 
fiither of a femiiy :—> 

THE WAY HOME. 

Pakt I. 

While mountaiiu of onwontod fono. 

And anaoqaaintod plaim I roam. 
Or lodge In towni afiu*, my earea 

BaM, tod reCtogrsda fa iMnna. 

Softbroaaorminrn! that aigbf around 

The Wandbea that my bowtr andoaa^ 
And benda tha alif ht abode, mow-woYe, 

Where infant linnets warm repoaa. 

i too haTO nestUnge, fraitfoll'at aoorce 

Of sacred solace, blent with care ; 
Soft! of my absent treasures* weal 

Bear tidings to my Bst'nfng ear. 

On the white bosom of yon tarn, 
llie mother and her wild brood coma. 

Floating in tlie reflected sky : 
Sweet image of my ps ace fiil home ! 

Mine may rcjolee, yet doobt oorradea 

TiU my eye baU the grateful Tiew : 
Safe tliey may dwell, but I de^paod 

Till my aooth'd ear attest it true. 

Thou whisper'st from the west, Zephyr ! 

At STen in yonder western g)en, 
There*s many a little, wishing voice, 

That ^ittta till I retnn again. 



Tbe putridga mitt for ere. 


tooount 


And mourn bl> remaKnt o 


n the fell; 


1 billow tbia hame-brlngiiig 


bour. 


Hat lur'd me nhen my lieart dotb dweU. 


Lots, in (hew litlla •peaking 


eyes. 


1 read, Bnd ulrona ■(Ftclion'i gaze ; 


Oh ! twine thy lender nrmi 


around, 


And dup me lii thy kind . 


smbrece. 


My little ehild ! thou nlK w 


Dtiearen.., 


Bui cheer my life in oomii 


r.g ye«r« ; 



And does thy pelb nltb groans and lean. 

Bane of my bone, Heih of my fleih ! 

lliy hopes nre mine, thy fears, ihy aims : 
Wbal doet thou aik ? protection, Ioto ? 

My bean rnponda, and owns thy claimi. 
For Ifaee are teni my eeuret sight : 

Solace, good- will, nnil pene be tbine. 
Upon Ibia earth ; and io the akin 

A dearer friend, nod aire dlTlne. 



Friday, 23d May. 
To-day I went in the diligence ten or twelve miles to 
aee the field of Waterloo. With ileep interest and lively 
buoyancy of mind, I fourteen yeors ago read the dctaili 
•if this event, as recorded by many diA'ercnt pens, in. 
that period of national glory. And I experienced thv 
partial I'esuBcitation of these sensations, as I nseendedl 
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the cabriolet seat, and sat down beside the coachman ; 
and to beguile the time gave him an account, in broken 
French, of how they shoe horses, and Macadamize 
roads in England. In expectation of a day of cheer- 
fulness and pleasure, I soon, however, began strangely 
to find, that I had, as it were, been reckoning without 
my host. The morning was at first fine, but it after- 
wards lowered : and in passing through the tall trees 
and gloomy shades of the wood of Soignies, for some 
dismal miles, under a sombre sky, I began to think 
more closely than I had done before upon the field of 
Waterloo. To read an account of the battle in the 
chimney comer, is a pleasant thing : I know not what 
it was to be in it : but to traverse, at a sober pace, the 
sorrowful forest, for the deliberate purpose of witness- 
ing what was once a scene of gigantic, perhaps useless 
broil ; of immense human carnage ; a fount of tears for 
nations ; a frightful heap of pestilential abhorrence ; 
whence hundreds of thousands had been dismissed with- 
out preparation for eternity : this was such an exerdse 
as caused lightness of heart to pass away, leaving a 
settled depression upon the spirits, long before I reached 
the scene oi the odebrated affray. In the ofdinary in- 
differenee of runmng over history, the mind not being 
aommooed to a deeiston, is careless upon the justice 
or injustice of many proceedings : but when one is 
brought to the scene of action, to the spot — whe^ the 
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ailiiir is presented (irmly mid iinparryingly lii^fore Ihi 
reaiiDu ; when the vinibk result of the depliiralilc cun- 
test muM be cnt*:ri:d upciii ; when its long, serious, fatal 
cons<!ciui:iices on imliviiluEtla, families, atid tin* snuls of 
men, are jiicturud in their diuiensiuns ; in tlieir leiigtb, 
breadth, and detail : the questioa comes with an und«< 
viating charge home to the conacience, was the conflict 
just, or ncccDsary, or jncvitublc ? What pccuniuy or 
other advantage could niukc up fur the infinite expense 
of such u battle ati that of WatL-rloo7 Nay, I do not 
here enter upon the qucstiun of the justice and nccoi* 
sity of this cruel cataslrupbi; ; I only say thai, upon the 
visible con side rittion of llie scene, the c]uestion lieccnnes 
not easily controllable, but armed with a terrible inter- 
rogation. 

In the midst of such rcUcctions as these, my mind tool 
another turn, and bethought itself huw ui^just, how 
inhuman it would Iw, to permit any Gonsidenitiun to 
throw au odium upon the gallant men who stood the 
brunt of the futal tiuhl, and gurvived to receive the 
consideration justly <lue to heroism assayed in such u 
furnace. A soldier's first duty is to obey. The Duke 
of Wellington and liis brave com]uitriots deserve iiotbinf 
but unqualitied approbation and honour. The pror 
fcsMion of arms has always beeu respectable ; and soiM 
of the brightest siiiiits in Scripture have bcca sultlien. 
Whoisthcn.tti bl^c? In it Bontipiirt*, th«.]9rUuk 
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Miiiistryy cur the European Cabinets, that must be ar- 
raigned on this question ? The answer I leave to wiser 
and more informed heads than mine. I may, however, 
suggest, that if the British public cry aloud for war, 
who is the Minister that can withstand the call, and 
hold his place for two months longer ? Let those worthy 
men (and many such I know and respect) who are in- 
ordinately fond of hearing sung, ** Hearts of Oak/* and 
<' Britannia rule the Waves ;*' who curse all the French 
lor rascals, and all the Americans for knaves ; let such 
take care lest the blood of Waterloo, and more than 
that field, be demanded at their hands. 

With spirits clouded and overcharged by reflections 
such as these, I could not away with the cheering of the 
Finnish children as the diligence passed, ^'au brave 
Due de Wellington," and so forth. Every girl that 
smiled on the road, I thought was committing treason 
against humanity, and by the time our party stopped at 
the cabaret at Mont St. Jean, I had arrived at a frame 
of mind of the very deepest despondency. 

It scarcely required a rainy forenoon to detain me 
within the small inn, rather than traverse the field of 
victory, or region of the shadow of death. So I occu- 
pied myself in writing letters home, and was proof 
against all hints of mine host, in a blue frock, who, in 
displaying some bullets dug out of the field, proffered 
to be my guide. The weather, however, by and by. 
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cleared up, and b«iii^ titihamed of havmi; to sny tlmt 1 
hnd seen nothing, I went forward for about a niilu in a 
tnclancholy petted mood, refusing and rc nicrc)' in g about 
u dozen boon, who auccesaively propoaed a« directom 
to the chief points of intereat. 

While the green blarto wared far and wide over the 
graves of the dead, I wished that the innocent trojibin 
of agriculture could have obliterated the marks of the 
field of death from the remembrance of man ; and I had 
no Kynipathy with the triangular mound, crowned with 
a coloasal lion, whicli the Fleniish King has erected to 
eternize the memory of the 18th of June. I'nndcring 
on what might be the ghastly ap|}earance of cormption 
a few days after the battle, a team of cattle dragged 
pant mc, along the muddy road, the raw carcase of a 
skinned horse, hiti tongue lolling out in the dirt, and 
eyes sunk in liis head, a horrible night 1 that but tiH) 
well accorded with some of my refleotions. But these 
were not the most painful «niotioni on thin dreadful 
theatre. Surrounded for miles by what conittilutcd the 
memorial of indescribable woe, my mind seemed to be- 
come helpless, and the sport of impressions inflicted 
without its own Njihcre : for u lung time I could not get 
quit of an imaginary view of the souls of the slain, agi- 
tated from the sepulchre, and cursing the authors of 
tlicir now irretrievable destiny. But enough of this.— 
I am not sure that I can justify such a view of Waterloo ; 
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but I most honestly prefent what did pass in my mind 
upon the consideration of it. Perhaps if I had possessed 
OKMre patriotism^ I should have leapt and danced on the 
scene of our national glory. Alas ! my patriotism, if I 
have any, lies not in this channel ; so I must be content 
with what is of another cbanictery hoping that if it do 
not administer much good, it may effect no great harm. 
The waes of war have often been depicted : the fol- 
lowing lines attempt a small under-scene in the great 
tragedy: — 

THE RELUCTANT MESSENGER. 

A FiLouM, fnuB the eMtern elima, 

My nattTO nook regaining ;. 
Ani hioing ob, tiie thoogkn o* Iwine 

Mjr heart-stringi awaetly stnining. 

0*er many a rugged mountain tide, 

And woody wild, I hasted ; 
Or by aoBw apring, at warm n«oa»tide» 

My weary feet I reeled. 

A boy and eilTer-headed elre, 

Draw near, intent to meet me ; 
The gallant foeman'e whizzing fire 

Wereweloomer to greet me. 

Though weel I kenn*d the friendly pair, 

Yet fain would I hae preee'd on : 
They scrutinize wi* wistfu' air, 

And many a look and question. 
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That otta«r llpt tbe taU thould be at, 

FuU fondly bad I reokon'd ; 
" Now, wba o' Jobn M* Quean would bear, 

Or tbe brate Nlnety-Deoond?*' 

<' Far frae our wlib, wi* Idle wark, 

On trateller to Intrudei Sir ; 
UlfllMto 80Q> I pray you, wuak, 

Wr bia auld uselaM gudealr.** 

« O aaldlMT Btar r tbe boy be laldt 

Speak, ae tbe deareet AtTour ; 
My motber tlok, llee on ber bed, 

And aft weepi for my fktber* 

" My gudeelr reada tbe newa at late. 

And tbrelpt be maun be near. 
And Uka mom we viee to wait. 

And watob till be appear.** 

(O Peaee! tbon fkll'et me la tby obetr,. 

And omel are tby terme I) 
** Wben laet I eaw my oomrade dear, 

'Twaa alnking In tbeee arme. 

** And OB we drore, and on wa epedi . 

Aa be and we did aet«^«i 
A moment*8 tarrying witb our dead ! 
A tboueand bad tbe forfeit paid, 

And parlabed for erer !** 
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Sunday f May 25. 
To-day I spent ft "^^T^ agreeable Sabbath; having 
met with not a few persons of exalted piety^ and at- 
tended public worship in the French Presbyteriai Chq;^, 
and a private meeting of ^out twepty ift the eveiiifl^. 
I have much to say upon th« Christian pleasures of thk 
day which might be interesting to some of my reader^^ 
but I dare not, as it would be necessary to reveal confi- 
dential conversations^ and to promulgate what passed 
among individuals and families ; which would scarce be 
justifiable, even for the purpose of general edification. 



Ghent, 26th May. 
To-day I passed through a countiry ^till wonder^l for 
richness and beauty, on the road to Gbe^t^ It being 
the Feast of Pentecost, the whole of this uItra-Cath(4ic 
population on thelinue c^road we have passed, are floick- 
ing to church, dressed in their best eiothes, and ap- 
parently clean and comfortable: nevertheless, I have 
not seen any where such throngs of ugly faces. I find 
I have been mistaken in supposing that Teniers and 
other painters of the Flemish school dealt in caricature. 
They drew from nature ; and the deformity of several 
in their imitations of low life, is nothing more than the 
general semblance of the folks in the Pays Bas. I have 
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not seen one well-favoured man, woman, or child, since 
I entered the country, and the farther I go it ia the 
worse. They possess capacious mouths, but that might 
be borne with, had ihey uot moreover atiideous wreath 
at the corners, which completes the ugliness of that 
feature, which of all others is supposed to give expres- 
sion to the countenance. Some of the women have blue 
eyes, and a tolerable upper part of a. face ; but their 
chins are long and broad, like that of some other crea- 
ture, rather than a human chin. Nobody can tell what 
is to be the shape of any grim visage here : sometimea 
it is long and broad, sometimes pmall and globular, 
as the kuob on the head of a stick, with the mouth 
and hps screwed round like a wet cloth well wrung ; 
the colour of a dirty milk hue. At about thiity years 
old, all the women have the look of age : I cannot de- 
scribe the old grandams, and on the whole am appre- 
hensive of some disease by mere gazing on this ill- 
favoured generation. Notwithstandiug, however, every 
thing has the appearance of thrift and prosperity : the 
population, if not so graceful and handsome as the 
French, seem cheerful and good humoured : and it is 
not uncommon to see the frows in their ungainly frolics, 
capering about, throwing themselves back in loud peala 
of laughter, and clapping their knees as if unable to 
contain their hilarity. 
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The inhabitants of the Netherlands are more strict 
in the observance of the rites of the Romish super- 
stition than the French, who have a large tincture of 
infidelity, and generally despise the craft (^ Priests. 
Hence there is here a sensible representation of the 
Virgin or our Saviour, at almost every turn of road or 
street. Passing quickly through thecountry, I had not 
an opportunity of observing the detail of the effects of 
this false religion ; but to-day being a feast, there, is 
much strange procedure iu operation among the many 
churches of this city. 

I strayed out after dinner, and observing Punch's 
opera performing, and not having enjoyed this spectacle 
for many years, I stept across the way to it, but found 
that what had once amused me in younger days, had 
now no charm : so I re-crossed and enter^ % cathedral, 
where I witnessed mummery of a more imposing, but 
less innocent kind. Among the lofty arcades stood a 
multitudinous congregation on the .floor of the solemn 
temple ; and some high and mighty yrork was going for- 
ward, with ail the splendour and empressment w;hich 
guilty Rome knows how to throw into her idolatrous 
ritual. The tall aisle resounded loudly with the finest 
music ; a full band, aided by organs and choral ii^stru- 
ments, and assisted by human voices, chanted their 
dangerous and superstitious service; thousands knelt 
and crossed themselves : numberless Priests in various 



array in the vista, amon'; candelabras, images, and pic- 
tures, at ail awful <lista)icc, and in the immediate pre- 
sence of the altar, practised several grave and mystical 
involutions: the people looked on in deep solemnity, 
struck with a religious horror ; amid the sounding 
chords, incense was thrown up in great quantities in 
the air, and at a certain critical moment the cross was 
exhibited, and a mighty impression suddenly made upon 
the audience. At a particular part of the awful cere- 
mony, the sound of the instruments waxed louder and 
louder; and unexpectedly moving an octave upwoi'da 
into a fierce storm of music, the whole congregation 
became agitated. The Priests redoubled their sore^rous 
mysteries ; and the overwhelming belief that the imme- 
diate presence of God within the place had been achieved 
by these sacred incantations, gave a horrible ubicurity 
and energy to the scene. 

Dut human nature cannot long stand such a, state of 
excitement, and this the artful priesthood are well 
aware of. The whole hastily stopt : the feelings of the 
|ieople being wound up to the highest stretch, they 
were dismissed with all the powerful impression on 
their ndnds, which such procedure was intended and 
calculated to leave. 

It happened that, in the space of half an hour, I saw 
three congregations thus discarded and dis))erMd at 
the proper moment. It is but Justice to the officials in 
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the first, to say that their drama, with its decorations, 
was conducted in what might be called good taste and 
keeping: every external circumstance accorded with 
the intended grandeur of the rite. In the last, the 
embellishments, in order to be suited to a more vulgar 
audience perhaps, were of a.pkbeian andiawdry stamp. 
A figure of the Virgin was prominently brought for- 
ward, and set on high in the body of the church, 
canopied with voluminous wreaths of drapery; and 
decked in a tinsel gown and petticoat, according to the 
present mode of female a]^arel ; bestowing upon the 
whole proceedings an air of utter absurdity. I retired, 
scared and vexed at the wretched spe»ctaisle, and per- 
ceived nothing in the Church of Rome but persecuting^ 
effrontery; atrocious domination over the consciences 
of men ; inveterate resolution to keep up ignorance and 
idolatry in the people ; a deadly preference of creatures 
and images to the omnipotent Emmanuel, Grod over all, 
and blessed for ever ; and an altogether unfathomable 
mystery of iniquity. I was almost prepared to join 
the ancient Puritans in this notion, and abandon rites, 
music, and edifices for ever ; if by so doing, a single 
block cx>uld be put in the way of this wide-wasting and 
pernicious superstition. 

The following minute memorandum may serve to 
contrast Scottish worship with the above : — 



281 



" A YOUNG MAN GONE TO SEA.*' 
Pascsmtor. 

Faom woodland tcenet oft times my foot I urge, 
Where wave-beat rocks withstand the swelling seas : 

Oil pebbled tfiore, to mark the rettleis surge. 
And Ihe white aeft-fowi wing the freth'ning breeze. 

I watch at eve yon bark of many hopes> 
Slumb'ring upon the smoothness of the deep ; 

Till golden weetem light pour through the ropes 
To where I gaze» beneath the illumiu'd steep. 

Darkness steals on ; and the pale glimmering hour 

Undulateaiipon the ooean'a Atfnl breast : 
And aU is peace along th« murmuring shore. 

And the hush*d sea-port lulls, and is at rest. 

And men who sometime straln'd, through blackest night, 
llieir eyes on ligbtnlngf , ^id the dicay sweep 

Of hurrying billowi, and the obatreperoua fight 
Of echoing waters, loae their toils in sleep. 

I venerate the bold sea-faring race. 
And look with ftivour on a seaman's form : 

Tracing the deep-marked lines upon bU fhoe, 
And alBgllng with bis tiioaghts amid tba storm. 

Features in danger form'd ; and hearts, though free, 

Not unsusceptivo of a softer sway ; 
Nor dead to safaited thought, or sympathy, 

Wher^ tweet derotion steals the tphrit away. 
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What time their aDeient church I peniiTe seek, 
The dark eye rait*d, proclaimt a heartfidt awe, 

And dovmcast brows a sappliaot breast bespeak, 
As the ear drinks, intense, the heaven-sent law. 

Therefore I'm Inr'd the antique pile to note. 
And mariner's pathetic prayer to list, 

« A young man gone to sea." What is the thought 
That struggles in the father's anxious breast, 

When ocean bean away hit boy, amid 
Its boundless solitudes? <* If heaven's throne 

Wat e'er petition'd^O, my kindred, plead 
For his young precious life : my son, my son !" 



From Ghent, 1 went in the'track*boat to Ostend, 
and by way of London and Liverpool returned home : 
and now take leave of my reader with every good wish . 
I have exhausted the passing observations that occurred 
to me on this Tour. I return to my native land, unwill- 
ing that I should ever, but fmr a limited occasion, quit 
her shores. In her civil and religious privileges, I dis- 
cern more and more the sublime superiority she enjoys 
over other nations. I hope I shall not much offend 
when I profess, that I should delight to see added to 
these, French temperance and courtesy; a reciprocity 
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of mutual benefits, temporal and ctcrnul, liencelortli 
existing between the nations; and as respects us lM>tlj, 
the art of war learnt no more. 
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